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Sterling is a community that values its natural beauty, agricultural history and can-do spirit. We envision a sustainable future that 
protects our town legacy, purposefully promotes growth and development, and encourages community engagement to enhance the 

quality of life for residents of all ages and abilities. 
 

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
MASTER PLAN COMMITTEE 

THE TOWN OF STERLING 

 
January 16, 2020 

Town Hall, Room 205 
 
 
Members Present: Patty Page, Chair, Master Plan Committee, Land Use Topic Co-Chair  
 Chuck Plaisted, Vice-Chair, Master Plan Committee, Open Space & 

Recreation Co-Chair 
 Liz Pape, Secretary, Master Plan Committee, Land Use Topic Co-Chair 
 Blaine Bershad, Services & Facilities Topic Co-Chair 
 Maureen Cranson, Board of Selectmen Co-Representative 
 Bob Dumont, Services & Facilities Topic Co-Chair 
 Jim French, Natural & Cultural Resources Topic Co-Chair 
 Angela Grattaroti, Housing Topic Co-Chair 
 John Kilcoyne, Board of Selectmen Co-Representative 
 Rose Koven, Natural & Cultural Resources Topic Co-Chair 
 Jed Lindholm, Circulation/Transportation Topic Co-Chair  
 Rob Protano, Housing Co-Chair 
 Julie Rusch, Economic Development Co-Chair 
 
Absent Members: Charlie Conroy, Zoning Board of Appeals Representative 
 Keith Cordial, Economic Development Committee Representative 
 Marion Larson, Open Space & Recreation Co-Chair  
 Dick Maki, Circulation/Transportation Topic Co-Chair 
 
Staff Present: Domenica Tatasciore, Town Planner 
 

1. Open Meeting 
The Sterling Master Plan Committee meeting was called to order at the Sterling Town Hall on 
Thursday, January 16, 2020 at 6:37 pm and Liz Pape recorded the minutes. A quorum of Committee 
members was present, and the meeting, having been duly convened, was ready to proceed with 
business. 

2. Acceptance of Meeting Minutes 
Motion made by Ms. Rusch, seconded by Ms. Koven to accept meeting minutes of November 21, 
2019. Motion passed. 
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3. Updates 
a. Open Space and Recreation Master Plan Chapter: Mr. Plaisted reported that the task list is 

done and an inventory of programs has been completed. There is an upcoming meeting 
scheduled to discuss the results of last April’s Open Forum. The Open Space and Recreation 
Plan (OSRP) needs to be approved by the State, then the topic sub-committee will condense 
the plan to approximately 20 pages for use in the Master Plan. Ms. Tatasciore stated that the 
OSRP was submitted last month to the Division of Conservation Services (DCS) for review, 
which will take at least one month for review and conditional approval. The MRPC’s John 
Hume cannot go forward with writing the Master Plan Open Space and Recreation chapter 
until feedback and comments have been received from DCS. 

b. Complete Streets Tier 1 Policy Statement: Ms. Tatasciore reported that MRPC has a contract 
to develop the Tier 1 Policy Statement, which will be done in the next week or so. 

4. Grant/Funding Update 
a. District Local Technical Assistance (DLTA): Ms. Tatasciore reported that grant applications 

will be due to MRPC next week. Sterling has been guaranteed a project, and Ms. Tatasciore 
will recommend the fund’s use for writing the Circulation/Transportation master plan chapter. 

b. Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP): Ms. Tatasciore reported that Sterling has been 
awarded a $15K MVP planning grant to hire a consultant to write the MVP plan. She is 
currently getting scope and services quotes. Once the plan has been submitted to the 
Commonwealth, Sterling will be eligible for the MVP action grant, which ranges from $25K – 
$2M. It was noted that resiliency is a value that has been suggested be an overarching theme 
in the Master Plan and that MVP will support that theme. 

c. Master Plan Annual Town Meeting Warrant: Ms. Page stated that 5 consultants have provided 
quotes for the completion of the Master Plan. Quotes range from $90K-$150K. Ms. Cranson 
suggested putting out a Request for Proposals (RFP) and having proposals in hand prior to the 
Annual Town Meeting. 
Motion made by Ms. Pape that the Sterling Master Plan Committee, through the Chair and the 
Town Planner, draft a warrant article for the 2020 Annual Town Meeting, requesting 
$100,000 for consultant services to write the remaining chapters of the Master Plan. Seconded 
by Mr. French. Motion passed. 

5. Other Business 
a. Chapter Tasks delineation:  Ms. Pape thanked the subcommittee co-chairs for submitting their 

task lists. Once the lists have been reviewed, Ms. Pape will share the documents with all 
committee members through Google Docs, read-only status. 

b. Zoning: Ms. Tatasciore asked for committee feedback on 2 new zoning amendments which 
would allow mixed use with residential in the Town Center Zoning District and would modify 
setback requirements for the same zoning district. Committee members supported the zoning 
amendments. 
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6. Schedule Next Meeting 
Motion to schedule next meeting for March 19, 2020 at 6:30 pm made by Ms. Koven and 
seconded by Mr. French. Motion passed. 

7. Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned 7:55 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Liz Pape 
Secretary 


	MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE MASTER PLAN COMMITTEE
	THE TOWN OF STERLING

