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I. PROJECT SUMMARY

Funded by the Town of Sterling and a matching Survey and Planning Grant from the Massachusetts
Historical Commission (MHC), this project undertook an intensive survey of historic famsteads,
which augmented and expanded the cxisting inventory of the town’s historic, architectural, and
cultural resources. A volunteer survey conducted primarily in the 1970s, a professionally-written
survey of 35 properties in the mid-1980s, and the National Register Nomination form for Sterling
Center provided an important documentation base. The current project, however, focused only on
agricultural, or formerly agricultural, properties which retain a considerable portion of their
outbuildings, farm structurcs, and in many cases, their agricultural landscapes. In all, 30 MHC Area
Forms and 28 individual Building Forms wcre written, for 84 addresses.

II. METHODOLOGY

Survey objectives
The scope and procedurcs followed for the survey were tailored to the town’s goals of documenting

its surviving but endangered tarmstead complexes in preparation for a community-wide preservation
plan which would address some of their nceds, and for the establishment of mechanisms to help
further their preservation.

The project utilized the standard survey methodology devised by the Massachusetts Historical
Commission, as recorded on their historic-properties inventory forms. Some MHC guidelines were
developed specifically for this project, however. They included visiting and recording barn structure
and interiors, as well as documenting a wide variety of structures and objects which have contributed
to the character of the town’s agrarian landscape. For this reason, the scope of documentation was
expanded to include many recently constructed buildings and structures such as late twentieth-century
silos, loafing barns, tarmstands and storage sheds, and to objccts and structures as disparate as cattle
ramps, farm fire-fighting systems, sun dials, and fuel pumps.

Among the project objective was the establishment of historic contexts for Sterling’s agricultural
properties, and the application of the National Register criteria to all the identified historic resources
in the light of those contexts, with a resulting list of propertics and farm districts recommended as
cligible for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places.

Survey procedures

To attain thesc goals within the prescribed budget, the West Sterling village Area Form was dropped
from the scope of the project. (That part of the original projcct has since been re-funded by MHC,
with a projected completion date of September, 2001). Time originally allotted for that Area Form
and several individual forms was instcad transterred to more detailed field visits and the description
of outbuilding interiors. As many of Sterling’s extraordinary collection of barns and outbuildings are
in deteriorated condition or arc othcrwise endangered, this survey may have been the last
documentation they will receive. It is to be hoped, however, that the written and photographic
rccord of those buildings will continue to contribute to an understanding of agricultural architecture
and development in Sterling and throughout the region.

Gaining access to these buildings and entrance to the farmstcads would not have been possible
without the active participation of thc members of the Sterling Historical Commission, and espccially
of the Local Project Coordinator, Jim French. The Commission publicized the survey in the local
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ncwspaper, and sent letters to the owners of all propertics to be included in the survey explaining
the project and requesting their cooperation and permission for the consultants to cnter the
premiscs. The Coordinator provided an Assessor’s list of owners and their telephone numbers, and
in several cases tollowed up by contacting the owner personally with information and reassurance.
After gaining permission to visit a tarmstcad, the consultants then conducted an intensive field visit,
often in the company of the owner. Access was gained to most of the properties, and interior
inspections made of the outbuildings. In a few cases, farmhouse interiors were also documented.

While cvery effort was made to identity all contributing resources on a farmstead, some of the larger
properties may still include an outbuilding or two which could not be seen from the farmstead or
trom the public way. These may be added to the documentation for a property at such future time
as access to them becomes available.

Throughout the course of the project, documentary research was conducted at the Sterling Historical
Society during its regular Tuesday morning hours. The Society’s exccllent and well organized
collection of documents, which includes files of detailed rescarch done by local historians in the
1960s and 1970s in preparation for former survey efforts, provided most of the basis for the historic
narratives on the survey forms. Taxvaluations, annual Town Reports, vital records, and the Society’s
thematic collections of files on such subjccts as Sterling families, farms, and home industrics were
cspecially fruitful sources of information. The support and assistance of Curator Ruth Hopfmann
and Assistant Curator David Gibbs, which they provided to the consultants on a weekly basis for over
tcn months, has been invaluable to the survey results. Equally important was their gencrosity in
sharing their broad personal knowledge of Sterling and the history of its properties.

Other documentary sources used throughout the survey included the federal agricultural censuses
of 1850, 1870, and 1880, availablc from the National Archives (New England Region) in Waltham,
which shed light on the land that Sterling’s farmers owned during those years and how it was used,
as well as what livestock was being raised and crops grown. In their documentation, the consultants
utilized the census statistics from thosc ycars (together with local tax listings) as benchmarks in the
development of the town’s agriculture.

The component of historic maps utilized ranged from the 1797 map of the Chocksett School district
through the 1939 W. P. A. scrics by the Statc Planning Board showing the locations of local farms
and farmsteads, land usc, and soil classification.

The Preliminary Methodology of October 25, 2000 (attached) provides a further assessment of
documentary resources, an analysis of previous rescarch, and describes the gencral approach to the
survey. Its preliminary examination of extant resources was revised somewhat as the result of the
ficldwork during the survey. Interior inspections revealed, for instance, that some New England
barns started out as English barns, many were enlarged from much smaller buildings, and that even
some twentieth-century barns contain much older buildings within them. Examples of corn cribs,
granaries, blacksmith shops, slaughtcrhouscs and other specialized structures were discovered during
the course of the survey. A wide range of associated utilitarian systems and objects also came to
light, including spring- and pump-houscs, watcr distribution systems, sawmills, and fuel pumps,



Criteria for property selection

Because of budget limitations, it was not possible for this project to include all of the properties
intended under the original scope. Properties chosen for this ycar’s survey thereforc met the
following criteria in order to be included:

1. Historic or architcctural importance, including National Register eligibility;
2. Endangerment, by demolition, deterioration, or altcration;
3. Lack or inaccuracy of prior documentation;

4. Some remnants of a property’s agricultural history, including a dwelling, significant
outbuilding, and possibly the agricultural landscape.

In keeping with the sum of thesc critcria, while no farmsteads within the Sterling Center National
Register District were included in the original project scope, a few were resurveyed in this project
(sce Preliminary Mcthodology). These properties were added to this survey project for the
significance of their outbuildings. These properties were 12 Mcctinghouse Hill Road (#134) which
has two barns; 7 and 25 Princeton Road (#s 215 and 64), and 32 Maple Street (#29).

III. EXPLANATION OF PRODUCTS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Inventory forms.
In all, 58 forms werce written during the project: 30 Arca Forms, and 28 Building Forms. As the

project was completed by Anne Forbes and Gretchen Schuler, both names are used on each survey
form, with the name of the person who wrotc the form for a property appearing first. Thus each
form is labeled either "Forbes/Schuler” or "Schuler/Forbes" on Page One of the form.

In order to attain the project goals in an ctticient manner, the Arca Form format was used for the
documentation of groups of related properties, especially those with a high concentration of later,
less significant, or altercd resources. Arca Forms of this type provide overviews of small agricultural
ncighborhoods, and typically include a brict description of rcsources located on several properties,
as well as a historical narrative about how the neighborhood, farmstead cluster, or agricultural
district developed over time. The Arca Form format also was found to be the clearest way to show
a single large farmstcad complex in detail. This approach was used to document some of Sterling’s
largest and most historic farms, several of which have grown over generations to encompass over a
dozen buildings and structures while retaining a significant portion of their working agricultural
landscapes. In these cascs, an Arca Form was written for a single farmstead, and the contributing
resources on that property were listed and described in dctail. At the end of each Arca Form, an
Arca Data Sheet provides a concise list of the contributing resources within it.

Each inventory form includes a numbcr of photographs, and other pertinent information such as
Asscssor’s map and parccl number, building material, style, builder or architect (if known), date of
construction, degrce of alteration, sctting, and detailed statcments of architectural and historical
significance. A bricf bibliography of sources consulted is part of each form, and always includes any
historical maps on which a building or structure is shown.



Construction dates. The dates given on the torm reflect the completion of a building when known.
Therc are a number of bracketed or approximate dates which usually represent fairly broad
estimates. A date of "ca. 1800," for instance, might mcan that a building could have been
constructed at least twenty years earlier or later. In somc instances general construction dates are
given in spite of the fact that local tradition, or an earlier survey form, may attribute a spccific date.
In those cases the surveyor recommends further interior investigation or more detailed research to
narrow the gap or substantiate an approximate date. The usc of dates recorded on old forms or in
the Assessor’s Office was limited becausce of the frequency of known inaccuracics. Published Sterling
Tax Lists, however, which exist for intermittent years from 1821 to the late twentieth century,
provided a wealth of precisc, accurate information. They helped to narrow bracketed dates for both
a building’s construction and for a transfcr of propcrty ownership, and provided clues to
cnlargements of buildings, functions and dates of outbuildings, and to the shrinking and expanding
of acrcage. When available, Tax Lists were used to test traditional dates. On occasion, when the
two conflicted, the traditional construction date was reviscd based on the recorded tax information.
Building Permits are not available until latc in the twenticth century, and thus were not reviewed.

MHC identification numbers. Propertics surveyed in this project have been plotted by identification
letter or number on a large basc map provided by the Sterling Historical Commission. The
numbering sequence, worked out in conjunction with the Massachusetts Historical Commission staff,
may be uscd to casily identity all of Sterling’s historic resources in the state-wide computerized data
base for historic propertics, called MACRIS (Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System),
as well as in the local file.

Each individual resource specifically discussed on an inventory form, whether a building, object,
structurc, or landscape, has been given its own identification number. When possible, properties in
onc locale have been given consecutive numbers.  Since numbers given to resources covered in
earlicr surveys have been retained, however, some survey forms include resources with widely
discontinuous numbers. In addition, according to Massachusctts Historical Commission policy, all
burial grounds arc numbcred in the 800s, and all structures, objects, sites, and landscapes in the 900s.
As of the end of this survey project, the identification numbers for all individual buildings
documented in Sterling now range from #1 through 539, and for structurcs, objects, sites and
landscapes, through #997. No burial grounds were documented during this project.

Each Arca Form is identificd by an alphabetical designation, currently ranging from Area A through
Arca AH. Each discussed resource located within an area has an individual identification number,
and is listed on the Data Sheet that accompanies the Arca Form.

Asscssor’s map and parcel documentation; survey form maps. The town Assessor’s map-and-parcel
number for each property is part of the survey information, and appears on Page One of the form,

on the Area Form Data Sheet, and on the Survey Street Index. It is anticipated that the usc of this
data in the survey will help coordinate prescrvation planning with other types of planning within the
town of Sterling.

During the months of the current survey project, the Town has been involved in a change-over from
its former Assessor’s Maps to a new mapping system which employs GIS and aerial photography
technology to show building positions and footprints. Whilc these maps are still in final draft stage,
and somce corrections and revisions to them are still to be made, they have been used to record
information for this projcct because the new system utilizes new Assessor’s Map and Parcel numbers.
The new maps have also provided the basis for the acrcage data shown on Page One of the forms.



Because they show locations and footprints of most buildings, including outbuildings, sections of the
ncw Assessor’s maps have becn used as the maps that accompany the survey forms. With the
cooperation of the Town Assessor and Board of Asscssors, Local Project Coordinator Jim French
has copiced relevant portions of the new maps in an 11" by 17" format, and these have been attached
to the forms.

Application of National Register criteria.

The National Register critcria were applicd to each property, and potential eligibility was notcd on
Page 2 of the form and, when applicable, ¢xplained on an accompanying National Register Criteria
Statcment sheet. 15 arcas and 10 individual properties surveyed this year were found likely to be
cligible for National Register listing. Some properties that arc individually eligible may also be
cligible as part of a district. Some otherwise highly significant buildings were disqualified from
individual National Register eligibility because of architcctural alterations that have diminished their
integrity, the most common of which were changes in form, siding, windows and doors. Some of
these, however, were found to be cligible as contributing resources to a potential National Register
district.

It should be noted that these recommendations are the opinion of the consultants only, and do not
guarantce that a property will be found cligible by the Massachusetts Historical Commission or upon
nomination to thc Register. An explanation of the National Register Contexts which formed the
basis for the evaluation of the farmstcads, and a list of National Register Recommendations are
attached.

Other survey products.
It is hoped that in the future the master Bibliography for the survey will prove useful to pcople

wishing to research the town’s historic resources in further detail.

The attached Strect Index (List of Inventory Forms) includes the forms for properties writtcn or
revised during the current project. Properties and resources documented on carlier surveys, but not
surveyed this year, are listed on the MACRIS list for Sterling. In the coming months, Sterling’s
MACRIS list will be cxpanded and revised to include the farmstead survey. It is highly
rccommended that the Sterling Historical Commission utilize it as their comprehensive survey index.

IV. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY
While the majority of Sterling’s surviving farmsteads have now been documented to the standards
sct forth by the Massachusetts Historical Commission, some work remains to be done:

1. Expansion of the tarmstead survey. Some historic farmstcads, most of them located within
the Sterling Center National Register District, still lack documentation of their outbuildings.
These should be added to the farmstead survey.

2. Further_documcntation of properties included in_the farmstead survey. When the
opportunity arises for a field visit, morc detailed photographic and descriptive information
should be added to the forms for farmstcads where the structurcs and interiors of significant
outbuildings were not cxamined during the current survey. Among them are the barns at the
Carey-Wilder Farmstead on Heywood Road (Arca AA), and at the Stuart-Nelson Farm, Lucas
Road (Area AG), as well as the barns at 46 Princcton Road (Area N), 169 Princeton Road




(Form #164), 321 Princeton Road (Arca T), 230 Upper North Row (Area AD), and 38
Wilder Road (Form #91.) In addition, a more detailed survey should be made of the
remaining hog shelters, hay barns, ete. on the MDC property at Happy Hollow Farm (Area
Q) west of Redemption Rock Trail.

3. Builders’ and designers’ names. It is unusual that the names of the builders and designers
of some of Sterling’s late nineteenth-century barns and outbuildings are known, thanks largely
to the preservation of period newspapers by the Clinton Public Library and other institutions,
and to the dogged research of local volunteers. A meticulous search of historic records in
surrounding towns, and perhaps in thc archives of regional institutions, may turn up more
names and precisc construction dates for more of the buildings. Such an information base
would be extremely important to the understanding of the cvolution of New England barn
design, especially during the progressive late-nineteenth- and early twentieth century eras when
professional engincers (at least onc is known for a Sterling barn), architects, and builders were
all advancing the art and science of agricultural architecture.

4. Future updating of inventory forms. All inventory forms, including those written during
this project, should be updated with additional information as it is obtained. The texts of some
forms presently include recommendations for deed or genealogical research, for instance.
Future interior inspections of houses and outbuildings should also provide clues to how several
of the farmsteads changed over time, and may even provide ncw information on the presence
of some early structurcs that arc not visible from the extcrior. MHC Continuation Shects
should be used to add new or corrected information; any added material should be dated, and
should note the source of the information.

Storage of survey documents; public access.

The survey and inventory, as a public document, must be made readily available to the public.
Suggested locations where the public would have access to copies of the survey forms include the
Conant Library, Stcrling Historical Socicty, and at least onc municipal office at the Town Hall. To
prevent loss or damage to the original forms, however, only photocopied sets of the forms should
be provided for gencral use. The local repository for the original survey documents will be the office
of the Sterling Historical Commission.

Other preservation related recommendations.

The information that has been gathered as a result of this survey may be used as the basis for a
varicty of future prescrvation cfforts. It is strongly recommended that, for additional nominations
to the National Register of Historic Placcs, the Sterling Historical Commission consider pursuing
the Multiple Propertics Nomination format, which could usc the current Farmsteads Survey National
Register Context Statement as a basc.

The Commission has alrcady expressed interest in developing a Prescrvation Plan for the town.
Othcer cfforts might include the cstablishment of MGL Chapter 40C Local Historic Districts and
Local landmarks, pursuing funding for the restoration or rchabilitation of significant buildings and
historic landscapcs, and the introduction of a demolition dclay by-law. The enactment of a
Demolition-Delay or Local Historic District Bylaw would requirc a two-thirds vote of Town Mcecting.
Somc of these undertakings are likely to centail further focused survey and inventory efforts.

With the town’s adoption of the Geographic Information System (GIS) mapping, it would be
appropriate to map the community’s historic propertics. The MHC can be of assistance by providing
a disk with the asscssor’s numbers for properties included in the tfarmstead inventory.



This project was funded by the Town of Sterling, and by a matching Survey and Planning Grant from
the Massachusetts Historical Commission. The work was carried out under the guidance of the
Sterling Historical Commission and Local Project Coordinator Jim French, whose leadership,
guidance and involvement have been extraordinarily helptul. The Sterling Historical Socicty opened
their extensive files for the research, and the consultants are especially grateful to Curators Ruth
Hopfmann and David Gibbs of the Socicty for their help and expertise.

Finally, we thank all the Sterling tarmstcad owners and residents who struggle daily to preserve,
maintain, and opecratc these remarkable historic propertics. They welcomed us to their homes,
provided us with a wealth of information, and gave this survey a gift of their time and their personal
cxpericnce which has made a crucial diffcrence in the final product.

Anne Forbes and Gretchen Schuler
August, 2001



ATTACHMENTS AND RELATED DOCUMENTS

Each attachment is prepared as a pull-out scction that can be utilized independently by the town and
the Sterling Historical Commission. The Street Index have been provided on diskette in Excel, and
the list of National Register recommendations and the Bibliography in Word 6.0 for Windows. The
National Register Context Statement is in Word Perfect for DOS. As public documents, they may
be reformatted for distribution or publication by the Commission.

Street index of inventoried areas and properties

The street index includes the MHC identification letter or number for all areas, properties, and
individual resources covered in the survey. The list of Arca Forms is presented first, arranged
alphabetically by the historic or descriptive name of the arca. Properties for which only a B-
(Building) Form was written appear next, arranged alphabetically by street address, and with all
significant associated individual buildings, structures, and landscapes enumerated. The individual
resources for each area are then listed.

In addition to addresses and MHC numbers, historic names (if appropriate), Assessor’s Map and
Parcel numbers, and approximate dates of construction arc shown for all resources. Properties
which, in the opinion of the consultants, are eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places are noted as such in the last column of the index.

This index covers only properties for which survey forms were written during the current project.
Properties and resourccs documented on carlier historic surveys for Sterling, but not surveyed this
year, appear on the MACRIS list for Sterling. In the coming months, Massachusetts Historical
Commission staft will expand and revisc the MACRIS list to include this year’s survey.

National Registcr Reccommendations
The list of areas and properties deemed cligible for the National Register of Historic Places consists

of recommendations only, and does not ensurc cligibility. Additional farmstead properties may also
prove to be eligible upon future inspection or the reccipt of new information. For a definitive
dctermination of eligibility on any property, a request should be made to the Massachusetts
Historical Commission for a formal cvaluation.

National Register Contexts Statement
This statement establishes a basis for the understanding of the agricultural development of Sterling

by identifying broad patterns and themes of that development from the eighteenth through the
ninctcenth and twenticth centuries.

Master Survey Bibliography
The survey bibliography should providc a uscful tool for anyone desiring to learn more about

Sterling’s historic farms and farmsteads. A more detailed list of documents relevant to particular
properties appears in the Bibliography scction of each individual inventory form.

Prcliminary Methodology, 10/25/2000
This initial methodology is included for reference purposcs. It has been supplemented by the final

Mcthodology statement tor the project (sce pp. 1-3 of this report.)
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I. SUMMARY OF PROJECT OBJECTIVES

In this project, the town of Sterling, through its Historical Commission, is undertaking the
documentation of its historic extant farm complexes and farmstcads. The commission has expressed
concern that the town’s present historic resources survey does not address the wealth and breadth
of the town’s agricultural resources at a time when an understanding of these properties is crucial
to local and regional decision making.

As summarized in the Scope of Work for this community-wide project, the objectives for the 2000-
2001 Sterling Historic Farmsteads Survey include the following:

1. An intensive survey of sclected cultural resources (approximately 40-50 farm
properties and one village arca) performed to current Massachusetts Historical
Commission (MHC) standards, using the prescribed MHC methodology and inventory
forms;

2. The application of National Register criteria to all resources surveyed, and the
identification of historic themes and contexts for that evaluation;

3. The compilation of a list of individual properties and districts which are recommended
for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places.

II. ASSESSMENTS

Assessment of extant resources

In a reconnaissance survey during Phase I of the project the consultants have assesscd the current
extent of Sterling’s agricultural-related properties. Distributed across all areas of the town outside
the town center, (most of which is listed on the National Register as the Sterling Center Historic
District, and was not cvaluated in Phase I), there are approximately 115 pre-1960 properties
composed of some combination of house and barn, other agricultural outbuildings and structures,
and fields, pastures, or orchards. Many of the properties are still working farms; some even retain
recmnants of more clusive features such as barnyards, cartpaths, and farm lanes. Sizes, types,
matcrials, arrangements and dates of construction of the farm complexes cover a broad range, while
the recurrence of certain forms, components, and types of organization suggests that characteristic
themes may emerge during the course of the survey to aid in the understanding of Sterling’s
agricultural past.

The farmhouses range in date from the eighteenth to the mid-twentieth centuries, and in size from
several large double-pile, twin-chimney dwellings of the prosperous early 1800s to some small one-
story nineteenth-century cottages and early-twentieth-century bungalows, as well as a few mid-
twentieth-century capes and ranch houses. Some of the earlicr farmhouses have acquired attached
sheds or other utilitarian components, and some are linked to their barns in a New England
"connected farmstead” fashion. Both English and New England barns are represented, as are smaller
two-bay gable-front barns, and there are several early-twentieth-century gambrel-roofed barns. Some
barns are quite large, and many have sprouted additions for equipment or hay storage, gable-roofed
or leanto tie-up bays for livestock, small milk rooms, ctc. A few smaller windowless barns,
apparently hay barns, were noted, and there are several later-twentieth-century stables or horse
barns. One-story sheds of various types are a component of most of the farmstead complexes; the



majority appear to date to the twentieth century. Many sheds are wood-frame; some are concrete,
and a few are built of rubble or ficldstone. There arc a number of mid- and late-twentieth-century
mctal apple-storage sheds, some of them quite large. While some sheds are clearly wagon or tractor
sheds, (most of these are open on one side), there are also many true garages for farm vchicles
dating to as early as about 1920. Onc or two ice houses still stand, but no buildings that could be
clearly identified as granaries or corn cribs, cider houses, blacksmith facilities or other workshops,
were readily apparent in this "windshield” survey from the road. (1970s inventory forms, however,
identify some workshops or manufacturing shops, such as the Kendall cooper shop and potash shop
at 44 and 53 Kendall Hill Road). Two mectal quonset-hut storage structures were observed--both
apparently dating to the second quarter of the twentieth century. A handful of twentieth-century
farmstands, some perhaps post-dating 1960, are also in evidence. No greenhouses that appear to
predate 1960 were observed, although some may be out of view from the road. A few former
chicken coops appear to have been converted to other purposes.

A wider variety of farm structurcs and objects arc still present in Sterling than in many
Massachusetts communities. Silos are mostly of two types--the tall early-twentieth-century wooden
stave silo, most commonly found with a metal domed roof; and the smaller, later pre-fabricated
corrugated-steel silo mounted on the sidec of a barn.  According to the Sterling Historical
Commission, at least two interior barn silos still exist. An unusual survival in the north part of town
is the presence of a few elevated wooden stave water tanks. There are a few fieldstone wells, and
many fieldstone walls. In addition to thosc signature New England "stone fences," a variety of wood
fences adds definition and diversity to the Sterling landscape. Painted board fences, and many
unpainted split-rail, post-and-rail, and onc zig-zag Virginia fcnce were observed. Hay scales, some
still in use, were noted in the southeast part of town, as well as one rusting early-twentieth-century
gasoline pump.

The terrain of most of the town consists of gently rolling hills. Consequently, many of Sterling’s
agricultural landscapes can be scen from a distance, with buildings, ficlds, pastures, and woods all
forming part of the same vista. At the time of the recconnaissance survey, (mid-October), most of
the tillage appeared to consist of hay ficlds or other thick green vegetation; undoubtedly some of
what was observed were cover crops planted where other crops grew earlier in the season. There
were a few corn ficlds, several large and small pastures, and many orchards of both apple and peach
trees. One cxtensive pcat bog is part of an ongoing peat business associated with a large carly-
twentieth-century gambrel barn and several sheds.

While there is still a wealth of historic agricultural matcrial in Sterling, much farmland has been lost
to development, and many agricultural buildings and structures, including a few farmhouses, show
the results of disuse and ncglect. One large early ninctecnth-century farmhouse on Tuttle Road
stands vacant, and thc process of ongoing loss is apparent in several unmaintained fields and
orchards, and in an alarming number of scverely deteriorated barns and other outbuildings.

Assessment of existing survey forms

Over 215 forms cxist for historic resources in Sterling from  past survey efforts. While a few date
to as carly as 1968, the bulk of the forms were compiled in the carly 1970s by town volunteers, with
an additional number in the late 1970s, and a few in the "90s. The historical statements arc quite
comprehensive for forms written in those ycars, but most forms lack contextual information and do
not cover all periods of a property’s development.  Further, they all lack crucial descriptive
information, have no architectural narratives, and include virtually no discussion of outbuildings and
landscapes, and should thus be replaced with new forms written to current MHC survey standards.




The second largest group, about 35 forms, was written for individual properties in the mid-1980s by
consultant Peter Stott during the planning stages for the Hydro-Quebec electric power line. u While
many of these might meet current MHC standards for a community-wide historic properties survey,
they generally do not trcat the agricultural nature of the resources, and tend to have no information
on outbuildings, farm structures, and landscapes.

Status of State Register files

Three rural properties in Sterling arc listed individually on the State Register. The Sawyer
Homestead recently rcceived National Register listing, thc Ebenezer Buss House has been
determined eligible by the keeper of the National Register, and the Hasting-Jones-Wheaton House
is under a Preservation Restriction. A large portion of thc center village (155 resources) is listed
on the National Register as the Sterling Center Historic District. Although most of the center
district is densely developed on small lots, some of the properties within its boundaries were clearly
once part of larger farms, and rctain their carly farmstcad characteristics, including some significant
outbuildings which are not well documented on the National Register form. There is no Local
Historic District in the town.

Assessment of documentary sources.

Sterling is fortunate to have a large, well organized collection of local historical material at the
Sterling Historical Socicty. Curator Ruth Hoffman and Assistant Curator David Gibbs have offered
their support during the course of the survey research. Much of the Society’s collection consists of
cxtensive genealogical and deed research done by local historians in the 1960s through 1990s, and
will undoubtedly prove invaluable in establishing the local context for the development of Sterling’s
farmsteads.

Among the important public documents housed at the Historical Society are Annual Town Reports
(from 1855 to the present) and Assessor’s Records for various years from 1821 through 1915. The
Asscssor’s Records should be especially helpful in identifying how farm properties grew and
diminished in size, what buildings they included, and what livestock was being raised at any given
time. Augmenting that information will be additional matcrial on crops and farm income from the
Federal Agricultural Census for Sterling which exists for the years 1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880.

While no comprehensive history of Sterling was written in the nineteenth century, the Sterling entries
in the Worcester County histories of 1879 and 1889 should be adequate to give some background
on general community development. More important will be the results of some modern local and
regional scholarship, including the Brief History of Sterling and other 150th-anniversary documents
from 1931, along with the Historical Socicty’s Pictorial History published on the 200th anniversary
in 1981, and the Towns of the Nashaway Plantation ot 1976. All of these twenticth-century works are
rclatively brief, however, and it is anticipated that any detailed information on specific farms or their
owners will be found in the Historical Socicty’s files, rather than in the published documents.

The Sawyer, Baker, Walling, Beers, and Richards maps and atlases, which identify properties by the
namcs of their 1830, 1850s, 1870, and 1898 owners, will act as a crucial starting point for individual
property histories. Records of births, decaths, and marriages, including the very late compilation of
vital records by Frances Tapley (1976), will shed light on the family relationships which are so
important to the understanding of farm development.



As a considerable number of the buildings and structures on Sterling’s farms date to the twentieth
century, later documentary sources will be as important as earlicr historical material. Available street
dircctories, which begin in 1910, should help in identifying later owners and residents, as will later
Assessors Records. The Historical Commission is currently developing a list of local contact people,
most of them lifelong Sterling residents, whose first-hand knowledge of the town should prove
invaluable.

Finally, to help place Sterling’s development in the context of its region and its ncighboring
communities, the consultants will turn to regional works, including the MHC’s Historic and
Archaeological Resources of Central Massachusetts, as well as the growing body of agricultural history
sources.

III. CRITERIA FOR PROPERTY SELECTION

Sterling has considerably more historic tarm-rclated propertices than the 40-50 farmsteads which are
allowed for in the scope for the current survey. Approximately 100 rural properties having at least
a historic farmhouse and another agricultural-related resource such as a barn or agricultural
landscape were identified in the windshicld survey. Depending on the priorities of the Historical
Commission, it is reccommended that the West Sterling village area form, which has been estimated
to include about 15 residential properties, be postponed, and that the current survey concentrate just
on the farm complexes.

A number of properties may, after preliminary research, turn out to be part of what was once a
larger farm, and could thus be treated as part of an area form--an approach which is likely to save
some time in the survey process. These include a few parcels with late houses and outbuildings
standing close to original farmhouses. Insome cases, these dwellings may have been built for a farm
manager or later-generation member of the farm family, and are thus an integral part of the farm
complex. Other houses or small farmstcads may represent the dividing out of a portion of an earlier
farm for a family member. An illustration of what appear to be interrelated family farmstcads is
found at the intersection of Princeton Road (Rte. 62) and Jewcett Road, where a Gothic- and Greek
Revival house stand near each other at 33 and 38 Princeton Road, and another L-plan housc stands
close by at #39. Meadowview Orchards is an cxample of another area, where the houses at 195, 204,
206, and 210 Chase Hill Road all appcar to be related to one farm.

The overall numbers for the current project can be made more manageable by eliminating single-
building parcels and dropping the West Sterling area form, and by grouping properties when possible
into arca forms. If the West Sterling arca form is eliminated from the scope, then approximately
55-60 individual forms for farmsteads can be written. If the total number of properties is still too
high, it is recommended that those chosen for the survey be ranked according to the following
priorities and considerations:

1. The definition of a farmstead should apply to propertics with more than one historic
agricultural component--i.e. the minimum threshold for consideration should be housc with
outbuilding; house or other building(s) with agricultural landscape; or a cluster of multiple
outbuildings and/or structures.

2. If the number of properties conforming to the farmstead definition is still beyond the
scope of the project, then the identificd farmsteads should be ranked according to (1) the
degree of historical or architectural significance to the town; (2) threat (what is the likelihood
that the property will undergo demolition, development, or serious alteration in the
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foreseeable future?); (3) quality of cxisting survey documentation (does the property have an
carlier inventory form? If so, arc its farming history and its physical character adequately
described to current survey standards?) and (4) condition of resource (are the buildings and
structures greatly altered? deterioratcd? demolished? Is the farm landscape greatly reduced,
or does the property retain some ficlds, pastures, orchards, etc.?).

While applying the above definitions and prioritics to the extant rural properties may reduce them
to a manageable number for the current project, the town may have other considerations which
would make the inclusion of inventory forms for other types of properties advisable. A few
landscapes which are geographically scparated from any farmstead have particular scenic,
reercational, or agricultural value to the town. In this type of case, when possible the agricultural
landscape will be documented on an area form along with any remaining farmstead with which it was
associated. If such a property is threatened, and can be determined to have been part of a farmstead
pattern, it will be considered for coverage on a landscape form.

While most of Sterling’s outlying farms were undoubtedly larger than any located at the center of
town, it would be difficult to evaluate them and their role in the community without also taking at
least a brief look at the agricultural propertics now within the boundarics of the Sterling Center
National Register district. As in most communities, outlying and center farms in Sterling were
probably interconnected by family and rclated by agricultural attitudes, and their buildings would
have shared the same design philosophics and some would have been constructed by the same
builders. To fully represent Sterling’s farmsteads in a survey, it is recommended that a few of the
historic agricultural properties within thc National Register district be resurveyed at this time,
perhaps only with continuation shects added to the existing inventory forms. The additional sheets
could include descriptions of their agricultural components along with statements that placc them
into the overall agricultural context of the town. A quick examination indicates that thcre are at
least three of these properties--the ca. 1850 Wilder Farm at 12 Meetinghouse Hill Road (#134)
which has two barns; the ca. 1855 Brown-Lamarche House at 7 Princeton Road (#215--no form)
with 54 acres, a large 1920s barn and five mid-twenticth century outbuildings; and the Hosmer-
Robinson House (Mellon-Holcombe-Rugg House) of ca. 1840 at 32 Maple Street (#29), which has
an attached nineteenth-century barn, a tree-standing barn, and a shed.

IV. GENERAL SURVEY PROCEDURE

The main survey process consists of two overall tasks. The first is the field investigation of the
architecture and characteristics of Sterling’s considerable array of historic agricultural resources--its
buildings, including both houses and outbuildings; structures such as silos and water tanks; objects
such as stone walls and fences; and farm landscapes. The sccond principal task is the documentation
of the history of those resources and of their significance in the community. Information about
individual properties or groups of resources is then recorded on Massachusetts Historical
Commission inventory forms.

In assessing the significance of Sterling’s historic resources, an understanding of their historical
contexts will be developed, and then utilized in evaluating cach property according to the National
Register of Historic Places criteria. A statcment of qualifications will be written for each one that,
in the consultants’ opinion, would be cligible for listing on the National Register. A list of those
properties deemed eligible will also be compiled.



Components of the inventory forms

Descriptions and field survey. Each inventory form will include a detailed description of the
resource, with at least one photograph and a sketch map. These are the result of field work done
in Phascs II and III of the survey. The consultants will confer with the Sterling Police Chief about
any rccommendations for checking in with the Police Department before starting each day of field
work, as residents are often curious about the presence of strangers with camera and clipboard in
their neighborhoods.

As arule, it is not nccessary for the surveyor to enter private property, and, legally, photographs may
be taken from the public way without an owner’s permission. This particular project, however,
presents some special requirements.  Some farmsteads and some individual components of the
agricultural propertics are not visible from the street. In addition, barns, in particular, often have
important interior featurcs such as ramps, indoor silos, stalls, and rows of stanchions, as well as
significant framing characteristics which arc only visible upon interior inspection. For those, through
the Sterling Historical Commission the consultants will request owners’ permission to gain access to
the property, and in some cases, to the intcriors of outbuildings.

Historical research and historical narrative statements. The above-mentioned documentary sources
will be used to develop a historical statement for each inventory form. These statements will vary
in length depending on thc age, significance, and amount of information available about the
resource. At a minimum, the historical statcment will attempt to identify the resource’s relationship
to other propertics in Sterling, the type of farming that took place there, and the roles the owners
and occupants played in the community.

Documentary sources consulted will consist of all readily available historical sourccs (see
Bibliography). The consultants cxpect to make considerable use of the holdings at the Sterling
Historical Society, current town documents at Town Hall, and some sources at the Federal Archives
in Waltham, the Massachusetts State Archives and State Library in Boston, and, if relevant, the
Worcester Historical Muscum and Amcrican Antiquarian Socicty. They will also consult repositories
in ncighboring communitics such as the holdings of the Lancaster Historical Commission, and the
ncwspaper files of the Lancaster Public Library. As a rule, however, because of their very time-
consuming nature, detailed newspaper rescarch and deed research at the county Registry of Deeds
arc beyond the scope of this type of survey project. The results of any deed research that property
owners or other local researchers may have done, however, will be readily accepted and incorporated
into the historical statcments.

Public notification and participation
The survey results will be greatly cnhanced by the participation of residents of Sterling who have

knowledge about the history of their properties, or who can convey information about their
architecture that would not be apparent to the consultants. While time and budget constraints will
necessarily limit the number of conferences and interviews that can be held, the consultants will be
glad to speak with small groups, some individuals, and to take in any information that is contributed
in written form. Information gathered this way, however, will be checked against documentary
sources for accuracy whenever possible.

Articles in the local newspaper can be uscd to solicit local information, and are a mechanism that
also helps to build public enthusiasm for the survey, and to alert people to the fact that a surveyor
will be out in the field with a camera. It is preferable for the local Historical Commission to initiate
the contact with the newspapcr, as this type of article can be helpful in building public awarcness of
the work and responsibilities of the commission, as well as of the survey project.



Meetings and conferences
The consultants will confer with the Sterling Historical Commission as needed, and, at the cnd of
cach phase, with the staff of thc Massachusctts Historical Commission.

Submittals

The consultants will be responsible for submittal of all products to the town and the MHC. All
survey documents will meet the archival requirements established by the Secretary of the Interior and
the Massachusetts Historical Commission.

Public access and repository

At the end of the survey, the consultants will assist the Sterling Historical Commission in finding the
most appropriate means for utilizing the potential of the inventory forms. It will be important to
place copies of the survey in locations accessible to the public. In addition to housing onc set of
photocopied forms at the public library, it may be advisable to make a set for the local historical
socicty, and to take steps to make sure that local educators are familiar with the survey as a resource
for the teaching of local history. Because the inventory forms are valuable in overall town planning,
town boards and departments should have ready access to them, as well. The original forms should
be stored in a secure location in a town-owned building.

The consultants will also be prepared to advise the town on accessing the completed survey
information via the state-wide MACRIS database. MACRIS (Massachusetts Cultural Resource
Information System) is a valuable tool that to date has been too little used by local communities.
Once a comprehensive survey has been done, the MACRIS property numbering system and street
indexes can provide a much easier access to the information on the forms than other, more work-
intensive methods. It also provides a ready mcans of distilling certain types of information, such as
a list of all buildings in town built before a certain date, all barns, silos, etc., and of comparing a
town’s resources with those in other communities.

Survey maps
A large town zoning map, which shows all property lines, has been chosen as the base map for the

Survey. While some sections are darkencd by the lines and textures of the zoning notation, survey
numbers should be readily visible. If a morc rcadable map becomes available later in the project,
the consultants may recommend that it be used as the basc map instead. During Phase 1V, with
the assistance of Massachusetts Historical Commission staff, cach surveyed resource will be given
an inventory number, and its position plottcd on the base map. One copy of the base map will be
stored at the MHC, and one will be the property of the town. Although the Sterling Assessor’s and
zoning maps lack footprints and positions of buildings, having the parcel boundaries shown on the
basc map will be helpful in understanding the size and configuration of the surveyed propertics.

As working maps, thc consultants will be utilizing the town Assessor’s maps provided by the
Historical Commission and a current commercial road atlas. These maps are for working purposes
only, and will not be submitted as part of the project.



STREET NAME

South Nelson Road

Princeton Road
Rugg Road
Heywood Road
Chace Hill Road
Clinton Road
Tuttle Road

Redstone Hill Road
Redstone Hill Road

Hawkins Lane
Justice Hill Road
Merrill Road

Redemption Rock Tr.

Roper Road
Tuttle Road

Kendall Hill Road

North Row Road
Tuttle Road

South Nelson Road

North Row Road

Princeton Road

Redemption Rock Tr.

STERLING MASSACHUSETTS STREET INDEX

HISTORIC NAME

Bigelow-Stuart Farmstead

Brown Farm

Butterick-Nourse Farm

Carey-Wilder Farmstead / Dun Rovin Farm
Chace-Chandler Farm / Meadowbrook Farm
Clinton Road Farms

Crystal Brook Farm / Jewett-Tuttle Farm
Davis Farms

Goss-Butterick Farms
Goss-Hawkins-Broderick Farm / Sunny Crest Orchard:
Gould-Blanchard Farmstead

Happy Hollow Farm

Heman Kendall Farm

Hycrest Farm / Sylvester Roper Homestead
Jeremiah Burpee Farmstead

Kendall Farms

Lewis Homestead

Maple Brook Farm / Uriel Tuttle Farm

Old Nelson Place

Palmer-Lewis & Martin-Lamarche Farmsteads
33-46 Princeton Road

Redding-Chandler Farm / Stiliwater Farm

ASSESSOR'S #
Map # only

YEAR

55 mid 18th -mid 19th c.

93, 105
90

43, 54
110, 131
70

43, 54
89, 90

89

108
13,18
139, 159
123
4,5,12-14,18,19
64,73
106, 111, 112
23, 30, 31
44

56

23,30
105

107

early 19th - 20th c.
late 18th - mid 20th
ca. 1796-mid 19860s

1700s-late 20th c.
ca. 1800-late 20th c.
ca.1740-early 20th ¢
ca. 1790-late 20th c.
early19th-early 20th
late 18th-late 20th c.

1898-mid 20th c.
ca. 1895-1970s

ca. 1829-mid 20th ¢
ca. 1804-mid 20th c.

1732-40
late 18th - 1950s

1790s-mid 20th c.
ca.1800-mid 20th c.

1763/ca.1880s

2nd qtr 19th-1940s

1840s-1870s
1790s

8ro1

NR ELIG

Eligible
Listed
Eligible

Eligible

Eligible
Eligible

Eligible
Eligible
Eligible
Eligible
Eligible
Eligible

Eligible
Eligible



STERLING MASSACHUSETTS STREET INDEX

INV# ST.# STREET NAME HISTORIC NAME

T Princeton Road Richardson Tavern

R Johnson Road “Sagatabscot / Old Holman Place
AH Lucas Road Stuart-Nelson Farm

AG Justice Hill Rd. Cut-Ofi Stuart-Williams Farm

U Taft Road Taft-Listowich Farm

(o) Greenland Road Taylor-Boutelle-Kristoff Farm

AD Upper North Row Roac 205-230 Upper North Row

105
341
340
342
206
297
292
293
919
204
920
295
921

Flanagan Hill Road  Wright-Flanagan Farm

109 Beaman Rd. Old Whitney Place/Seven Pines Farm
Whitney-Osgood barn (attached)
carriage house
henhouse

95 Chace Hill Rd. Fairbanks, Paul Farm
Fairbanks barn

117 Chace Hill Rd. Bailey, Milton House
barn
interior silo
Quonset hut barn
metal silo
horse stable

agricultural landscape- pasture

8/01

ASSESSOR'S # YEAR NRELIG

Map # only
98 mid 18th-late 19th c.
118 ca. 1802-mid 20th c.
4 early 18th-mid 20thc.
15, 16 mid 19th-early 20th ¢
74 ca. 1870-ca. 1950s
125 mid19th-late 20th c.
20 ca. 1800-1950
47 late 18th-late 20th c.

Map #-Parcel #
77-19 ca. 1785/ ca. 1849
1878
ca. 1900
ca. 1900
133-05 early 1800s
late 19th c.
133-03 ca. 1848
ca. 1830s/ca.1900s
ca. 1920s
1987
1987
1990
20th c.

Eligible

Eligible

Eligible



INV# ST.# STREET NAME

301
302
303
186
316

57
325

27
354
355

[4
351
352
353
927

65
308
309
310
923

50
307
922

181 Clinton Rd.

31 Flanagan Hill Rd.

17 Griffin Rd.

77 Heywood Rd.

49 Justice Hill Rd

4 Kendal! Hill Rd

96 Kendall Hill Rd

STERLING MASSACHUSETTS STREET INDEX

HISTORIC NAME

Truell, G.W. House (1898)

barn

garage

unknown

barn

Old Eager House

barn

Putnam, Andrew Maj. House / Windsor Farm
Kendall-Heywood barn (opposite at 76 Heywood)
attached barn

Roper, Asa House

henhouse

henhouse / tool house

farmstand

root cellar

Bailey-Breck-Rugg Farm / Clearview Farm
Breck-Rugg Barn

cider house

Aerospray airplane hangar

agricultural Landscape - orchards
Sawyer-Butterick Farmstead

Butterick barn

agricultural landscape - orchards

ASSESSOR'S #
Map # only
88-13

28-01

21-08
21-28

41-03, 41-05

106-11

128-02
129-31
128-30, 129-31

8/01

YEAR NRELIG

1880s

early 1800s
mid 1900s
early 1900s
ca. 1830s
late 18th c.
ca. 1880
ca. 1786

ca. 1870s
late 19th c.
1790s

ca. 1899
early 20th c.
early 20th c.
early 20th c.
ca. 1800

ca. 1870, 1896

1993

ca. 1940s
20th c.
mid 18th c.
1883

20th c.

Eligible

Eligible

Eligible



INV# ST.# STREET NAME

41
318
319
173
317

29
3N
312
313
134
321
322
323
324
926
298
299
300
122
343

345
346

22 Legate Hill Rd.

226 Leominster Rd.

32 Maple St.

12 Meetinghouse Hill Rd.

63 Newell Hill Rd.

54 Osgood Road

STERLING MASSACHUSETTS STREET INDEX

HISTORIC NAME

Clark, Samuel House

barn

dairy barn - attached
Keyes-Burpee House

barn - attached
Smith-Hosmer-Robinson House
wagon shed - attached
Mellen-Holcombe House/Smith-Hosmer Barn
milk house

Merrick Roper. House
Roper Barn

equipment shed - attached
cow shed

Wilder, Fred heifer barn
Silo

Porter, Capt. John Farm
Kingsbury Icehouse

shed

Burpee-Osgood House
Rugg, Louis Barn

milk room

garage

hen house

ASSESSOR'S #
Map # only
24-17

20-01

82-16

93-66
93-67

127-12

75-39

8/01

YEAR NRELIG

mid to late 1700s
ca. 1830s/1880s
1930s

1819

19th c.

ca. 1840

mid 19th c.

ca. 1744/ca. 1840s
2nd qtr. 20th c.
ca. 1850

ca. 1850s

ca. 1935

ca. 1930

1930s
1915-1920

ca. 1830s

ca. 1900

mid 20th c.

ca. 1750/ca. 1835
mid 1930s
mid-1930s

ca. 1930s

ca. 1930s

Eligible

Listed

Listed

Listed

Eligible



INV# ST.# STREET NAME

121 98 & 99 Osgood Rd.

347
348

63
326
327
328
164
329
330
205
315
924

148 Princeton Rd.

169 Princeton Rd.

80 Redstone Hill Rd.

132 7& 15 Rowley Hill Rd.

320
206
314
110
349
350
127
305
306

48 Rugg Rd.

1 South Nelson Road

36 Tuttle Rd.

STERLING MASSACHUSETTS STREET INDEX
ASSESSOR'S #

HISTORIC NAME

“Hilldale" / Jonathan Buttrick/Benjamin Houghton Ho.

shed/garage

barn - opposite side of street (99 Osgood)
Whitcomb, Col. Asa House

Eckert barn

milk room

loafing barn

Buss - Harris House

barn

barn / shed

Barnard-Springer-Rugg Farm

barn - old beer factory

Agricultural landscape - hay fields - small orchard
Pratt-Burpee Farmstead

barn (15 Rowley Hill Rd.)
Sawyer-Rugg Farm / Sholan Lodge
Rugg Barn

Roper-Nelson Farmstead

shed / hen house

horse barn (modern)

Burpee, Moses House

Coyne Dance Hall

shed

Map # only

8/01

YEAR NR ELIG

63-32 1791  Eligible
ca. 1920
63-20 ca. 1790s-1810
95-06 mid 18th ¢.
ca. 1940
ca. 1940s
1967
96-23 ca. 1790s
20th c.
20th c.
90-01 ca. 1780s
early 20th c./ca. 1940
18th-20th ¢.
84-20 early 19th ¢.
84-19 early19th/early20th ¢
1868
ca. 1900
42-06 ca. 1780-80s

42-06

64-05 ca. 1775/1807  Eligible
ca. 1907
ca. 1940s



INV# ST.# STREET NAME

93
338
339
158
331
332
333
334

91
335
336
337
169
925

7 Wilder Lane

14 Wilder Rd.

38 Wilder Rd.

35 Wiles Rd.

STERLING MASSACHUSETTS STREET INDEX

ASSESSOR'S #
Map # only

HISTORIC NAME

Wilder Homestead
garage / bamn

wagon house

Buck, Silas House

barn

milkroom

horse shed

garage

Wilder, Jonathan House
barn

milkroom

garage
Johnson-Burpee-Wiles House

silo

76-13 ca. 1784
early 20th c.

76-02 mid 19th c.
96-11 early 19th c.
early 19th ¢c./ca.1935

early 20th c.

late 20th c.

ca. 1930

81-12 ca. 1740-early 19thc.
early 20th c.

early 20th c.

mid 19th c.

87-02 late 18th /mid 19th c.
ca. 1930s

801

YEAR NR ELIG

Eligible

Eligible



INV# ST.# STREET NAME

451
109
454
453

452
950
951
952
953

215
400
401
402
403
404
937

64
405
938

23 South Nelson Road

7 Princeton Rd

25 Princeton Rd

STERLING MASSACHUSETTS STREET INDEX

HISTORIC NAME

AREAS

BIGELOW-STUART FARMSTEAD
Stuart, Solomon, Jr. House

Bigelow-Stuart House / Stuart Needle Shop

milk room
St. Martin cow shed

Stuart barn

Nelson silo

silo

gasoline pump
agricultural landscape

BROWN FARM
Brown, Theodore House
Stevens barn

cow shed

garage

equipment shed

hen house
agricultural landscape
Brown, Gilson House
barn

chairmaker's vise

ASSESSOR'S #

Map # only

55-14
55-06

55-06, 55-14

93-48

105-69

8ro1

YEAR NRELIG

Eligible
ca. 1813
mid 18th c.
1940s
1940s
mid 18th c.

early 20th c.

1940s
1930s-40s

18th - 20th c.

ca. 1848 Listed
ca. 1908

1920s-1930s

ca. 1930s
ca. 1940

1930s-1940s
19th -20th c.

1818-1819 Listed

early & late 19th c.

19th c.



STERLING MASSACHUSETTS STREET INDEX 8101

INV# ST.# STREET NAME HISTORIC NAME ASSESSOR'S # YEAR NRELIG
Map # only

J BUTTERICK-NOURSE FARM Eligible
49 26 Rugg Road Butterick-Nourse Homestead 90-15 late 18th c.
386 attached wagon shed mid 19th c.
387 Butterick, James barn 90-11 1879
388 milkroom ca. 1950s
389 loafing barn ca. 1940s
934 interior silo ca. 1920s
390 slaughterhouse 1887-1892
391 garage ca. 1940s
935 agricultural landscape 19th c. - late 20th c.

CAREY-WILDER FARMSTEAD / DUN ROVIN

AA FARM
124 6 Heywood Rd. Carey-Wilder Farmstead 54-25 ca. 1796
474 Wilder, A.W. Barn 43-17 1884
473 Wilder, A. W. Barn / Slaughterhouse ca. 1870s
475 farmstand ca. 2000
972 Blake Silo ca. 1915
476 ice house ca. 1920
477 outbuilding mid-1960s
478 outbuilding mid-1960s

CHACE-CHANDLER FARM / MEADOWBROOK

E FARM Eligible
46 191 Chace Hill Rd Churchill, Samuel House - Cape 131-09 late 18th c.
356 Granary 131-07 early 20th c.
357 5-Bay Shed 110-16 ca. 1940s



INV# ST.# STREET NAME

358
359
360

45
361
362
363

364
365
928

382
393
184
394
395
396
397
398
936

161
464
465
466
965

204 Chace Hill Rd
206 Chace Hill Rd
209 Chace Hill Rd

100 Clinton Rd

116 Clinton Rd

122 Clinton Rd
125 Clinton Rd

192 Tuttle Rd.

STERLING MASSACHUSETTS STREET INDEX

HISTORIC NAME

Bunk House

Small house

The Garden House

Wilder, Col. Jonas - John Chandler House
Meadowbrook Orchards Farm Store
Storage Bamn

Metal Barn

Box Shed / now equipment shed
Packing house and cold storage
Agricultural Landscape - Orchards

CLINTON ROAD FARMS AREA
Breck, Eliab Farm

Breck-Senter Poultry Barn
Amold, Rufus House

Dana Barn

Houghton, M. House

house

barn

horse barn

agricultural landscape

CRYSTAL BROOK FARM / JEWETT-TUTTLE
FARM

Jewett, David House
Tuttle, Augustus Barn
wagonhouse (attached)
milk room

cattle ramp

ASSESSOR'S #
Map # only

ca. 1936

1980s

110-02 ca. 1920s
110-03 ca. 1795
110-16 1995
1943

1955

1950s
1968-69

Maps 110 & 131 from 1913

ca. 1800

ca. 1940s

mid 18th c.

ca. 1900

ca. 1830s.1870s
ca. 1900

ca. 1900

1980s

early-mid 20th c.

Eligible
43-15 1737-1740
1880
18th c.
ca. 1950
late 19th c.

8r01

YEAR NRELIG



INV# ST.# STREET NAME

467
469
470
471
472
967
964
966
968
969
468
970
971

48 140 Redstone Hill Rd
26 150 Redstone Hill Rd

170
382
383
384
932
385

933 140,145, 150 Redstone Hill Rd.

H

377 170 Redstone Hill Rd

STERLING MASSACHUSETTS STREET INDEX

HISTORIC NAME

equipment shed
henhouse

goat shed
equipment shed
goat barn

root cellar

silo / shed

silo

Tuttle Pond
dam

garage
agricultural landscape
orchard pasture

DAVIS FARMS

Davis, Jonathan House
Hildreth-Newhall-Davis House
attached wagon shed
Hildreth-Peters Barn

Davis Pole Barn

Davis Shed

Davis Silo - metal

Davis Farmland building
Agricultural Landscape

GOSS-BUTTERICK FARMS
Windit-Russell House

10

ASSESSOR'S #
Map # only

43-14
43-14, 43-15
43-15

90-07
89-01

90-12

19-01, 90-07, 90-12

89-04

8ro1

YEAR NRELIG

1987

ca. 1930
ca. 1930
ca. 1940
1998

ca. 1900
ca. 1990
1990s

1¢th c.

19th c.

ca. 1925
18th -20th c.
19th-20th c.

19086

ca. 1790

mid -late 19th c.
early-mid 1800s
mid 20th c.
1958

late 20th c.
1996

19th-20th c.

1891

Eligible



INV# ST.# STREET NAME

378
379
931
380
381

371
372
373
374
375
376
930

AE
510
509
508
507
506

511
982

176 Redstone Hill Rd

24 Hawkins Lane

175 Justice Hill Rd.

STERLING MASSACHUSETTS STREET INDEX

HISTORIC NAME

Morse Butterick Barn

attached wagon shed
agricultural landscape
Houghton-Goss-Russell House
attached wagon shed

GOSS-HAWKINS-BRODERICK FARM
Goss-Hawkins-Broderick House
Hawkins-Broderick Barn

Broderick Piggery

equipment shed

garage

apple storage and packing warehouse
agricultural landscape

GOULD-BLANCHARD FARMSTEAD
Gould-Blanchard House
barn/carriagehouse - attached

barn

barn/storage building

apple storage

metal apple storage bam
agricultural landscape - orchard

1

ASSESSOR'S #
Map # only

89-03, 05

89-06

109-01

109-02

109-01

109-01, 109-03

13-01

18-17

18-16, 18-17

8/'01

YEAR NRELIG

1890

ca. 1890s

late 19th -20th c.
ca. 1800

mid to late 1800s

late 18th-late 19th c.

1910

ca. 1915
ca. 1940
ca. 1940s
1958
20th c.

1898-1899
ca. 1900
early 20th c.
1950

early 20th c.

late 20th c.
late 19th-20th c.



INV# ST.# STREET NAME

942
423

424
421
943
425
426
944
427
428
429
168
420
422

413
414
415
416
417
418
940
419
941

10 Merrill Road

51 Redemption Rock Tr

132 Redemption Rock Tr.

STERLING MASSACHUSETTS STREET INDEX
ASSESSOR'S #

HISTORIC NAME

HAPPY HOLLOW FARM
agricultural landscape
Merrill Farmhouse

Merrill Haybam

equipment shed

cookers

maintenance / equipment building
sawmill shed

sawmill

storage shed

maternity barn

maternity bamm

Houghton, Frank and Ralph C. House
equipment shed

farm stand

HEMAN KENDALL FARM

Kendall, Heman Il House

garage

equipment shed

Kendall barn - opposite side of road
cow bamn - opposite side of road
milk room - opposite side of road
silo - opposite side of road

haybarn - opposite side of road
agricultural landscape

12

Map # only

143-01
159-14

144-19

123-03

123-01

8/'01

YEAR NRELIG

19th-20th c.
ca. 1920

early 20th c.
mid 20th c.
later 20th c.
later 20th c.
1920s

ca. 1900
mid 20th c.
ca. 1940s
ca. 1940s
ca. 1895
mid 20th c.
ca. 1930s

ca. 1829

ca. 1930
1940s-1950s
early 19th c.
ca. 1930

ca. 1930

ca. 1960

ca. 1960s
19th -20th c.

Eligible



INV# ST.# STREET NAME

AF
512 5 Roper Lane
513
516
517
515
518
522
523
524
521
520
519
525
514
985
984
987
983
986
980
989
988

128 29 Tuttle Rd.
454
455

STERLING MASSACHUSETTS STREET INDEX

HISTORIC NAME

HY CREST FARM / SYLVESTER ROPER
HOMESTEAD

Roper, Sylvester House
carriage house - attached
Roper Cow bam

small cow barn

ice cream plant / lodge
Sawyer Dairy Barn
Sawyer Cow bamn
cattle and show bam
equipment shed

shed

farm cottage

fire engine garage
garage

equipment shed

water tank

windmill

water system

gas pump

silo

agricultural landscape
Hy Crest Pond

Hy Crest Dam

JEREMIAH BURPEE FARMSTEAD
Burpee, Jeremiah House

barn

equipment shed

13

ASSESSOR'S #
Map # only

ca. 1804-mid 20th c.

14-30 ca. 1804
late 19th c.

ca. 1885

late 19th c.

ca. 1945

1940s

ca. 1940s

mid 20th c.

mid 20th c.

early 20th c.

ca. 1948

ca. 1949

ca. 1940s

ca. 1948

late 1920s

ca. 1925

ca. 1949

mid 1940s

mid 20th c.

Maps 4, 5, 13, 14 19th-20th c.
9s 5,12, 13, 18, 19 1949
Map 118 1949

73-31 1732-1745
ca. 1800
ca. 1920s

8/'01

YEAR NRELIG

Eligible

Eligible



INV# ST.# STREET NAME

954
956
957
958
955
959
960

366
367
192
193
368
194
195
196

51
369
370
929

AC
489
490
491
978

31 Kendall Hill Rd

44 Kendall Hill Rd
46 Kendall Hill Rd

51 Kendall Hill Rd
53 Kendall Hill Rd
55 Kendall Hill Rd
60 Kendall Hill Rd

71 North Row Rd.

STERLING MASSACHUSETTS STREET INDEX

HISTORIC NAME

water tank / pumphouse
spring wellhouse

well / pumphouse

water tank

leach stone

farm pond

agricultural landscape

KENDALL FARMS AREA

Kendall, Ethan Jr. House

Kendall, Ethan Jr. Bam

Kendall Cooper Shop

Kendall, Charles House

Kendall, Frederick W. Barn

Kendall, Oliver House

Kendall, Josiah Potash Shop and Cider Mill
Kendall, James Francis House

Kendall, Josiah Jr. House / Sterling Orchards
Smiley, Ray Barn

Smiley, Ray Farmstand

agricultural landscape - orchards

LEWIS HOMESTEAD
Lewis House

barn

equipment shed

barn ruins

14

ASSESSOR'S #
Map # only

73-31, Map 64

106-27

106-24
113-01

113-51
113-50

113-49
112-02

113-04, 112-02

23-03

801

YEAR NRELIG

ca. 1920s
early 20th c.
ca. 1950

ca. 1950
18th c.

ca. 1950
18th-20th c.

ca. 1786

T e

late 18th c.
ca. 1870s
late 15th c.
ca. 1870s
late 18th c.
ca. 1873
ca. 1770s
ca. 1938
1958
1920s-present day

1790s

early or mid 20th c.
mid-20th c.

early 20th c.

Eligible

Eligible



STERLING MASSACHUSETTS STREET INDEX 801

INV# ST.# STREET NAME HISTORIC NAME ASSESSOR'S # YEAR NRELIG
Map # only

492 saw mill 23-02 mid 20th c.
979 agricultural landscape 23-02, 23-03 19th - 20th c.

Y MAPLE BROOK FARM / URIEL TUTTLE FARM Eligible
456 155 Tuttle Road Tuttle, Uriel H. House 44-03 1842-43
459 barn ca. 1800
460 barn early 19th c.
461 milk room early 20th c.
961 com crib ca. 1940s
962 silo mid 20th c.
458 equipment shed ca. 1950
457 garage ca. 1940
462 shed/farmstand mid-late 20th c.
463 farmstand mid-late 20th c.
963 agricultural landscape 44-02, 03, 04 ca. 1790-mid 20th c.

Vv OLD NELSON PLACE
113 53 South Nelson Rd. Old Nelson House 56-01 1763/ca. 1880s
447 bamn / shed - attached late 18th c.
448 Nelson Barn late 18th c.
449 Henhouse / shed 1930s-1940s
450 peacock house late 20th c.
949 outbuilding ruins early 20th ¢.

15



INV# ST.# STREET NAME

AB
479
480
481
482
483
973
976
484
484
486
487
488
975
485
974
977

55
406
407
408

66

58
409

35 North Row Road

43 North Row Road

33 Princeton Rd

39 Princeton Rd
46 Princeton Rd

STERLING MASSACHUSETTS STREET INDEX

HISTORIC NAME

ASSESSOR'S #
Map # only

PALMER-LEWIS & MARTIN-LAMARCHE

FARMSTEADS

Lewis, George S. House
garage

Palmer/May Barn

milk room - attached
cow shed - attached
sawmill site

Tuttle, J. B House Site
Martin/Lamarche dairy barn
milk room -a ttached
hay barn

hay barn

garage

root cellar

milk room

silo

agricultural landscape

33-46 PRINCETON ROAD
Allendale Academy

Allen / Howe barn - attached
Flanagan garage

horse shed

Boyles, Charles House
Holbrook, Cyrus House

barn - attached

30-10

30-08

23-06
30-09

23-06, 30-08, 09

105-65

105-64
105-58

16

8/01

YEAR NR ELIG

1875-1880

ca. 1930

2nd qrtr 19th c.
late 1940s

16th c.

late 19th c.
ca. 1920
early 20th c.
ca. 1920s
1990s

ca. 1920s
ca. 1940s
1930s

late 20th c.
late 19th -20th c.

1840s-1870s
ca. 1848

ca. 1848

ca. 1930

late 20th c.
ca. 1870

ca. 1842

ca. 1842

Eligible



INV# ST.# STREET NAME

174 228 Redemption Rock Tr

433
434
435
436
946
947

89 321 Princeton Rd
440
441

90 315 Princeton Rd
437
438
439

80 21 Johnson Road
430
431 19 Johnson Road
432
945

STERLING MASSACHUSETTS STREET INDEX

HISTORIC NAME

REDDING-CHANDLER FARM / STILLWATER
FARM

Redding, Zebedee House
Chandler, C. H. bamn
icehouse

hen house

milk shed

interior silo

agricultural landscape

RICHARDSON TAVERN AREA
Richardson Tavern

barn

granary

Richardson / Reed House
farmstand

greenhouse complex

farmstand / market

SAGATOBSCOT / OLD HOLMAN PLACE
Holman, Rufus House

French horse barn / kennel

French house

Bruce-Peters bam

agricultural landscape

17

ASSESSOR'S #

Map # only

107-12

107-07

98-10

98-17
98-02
98-16, 98-17
98-16

8/'01

YEAR NRELIG

1790s

ca. 1890

ca. 1900
early 20th c.
ca. 1940s
ca. 1890s
18th - 20th ¢.

mid & late 18th c.

19th c.
19th c.

ca. 1810/ 1870s

ca. 1940
late 20th c.
late 20th c.

ca. 1802
late 20th c.
1949-50
mid 19th c.
19th-20th c.

Eligible

Eligible



INV# ST.# STREET NAME

AG
526
528
530
529
527
991
992

AH
531
532
533
534
535
536
537
538
539
993
994
995

165
442
443

34 Lucas Rd.

STERLING MASSACHUSETTS STREET INDEX

HISTORIC NAME

STUART-NELSON FARM
Stuart, Ralph R. House
Barn

hayshed

henhouse

pole bam

silo

agricultural landscape

STUART-WILLIAMS FARM

105 Justice Hill Rd. Cut-Ofi Stuart-Williams House

Stuart-Williams barn

cow and livestock shed - attached
tractor shed

henhouse

workshop

equipment shed

110 Justice Hill Rd. Cut-Ofi Williams Bungalow

70 Taft Road

shed

sawmill site

Stuart and Washington Ponds
agricultural landscape

TAFT-LISTOWICH FARM

Davis, John H. House or Frederick Riley House
Davis, John H. Barn

Wyndham Dairy Barn and Milk Room

18

ASSESSOR'S #
Map # only

Map 4 - Parcel 6
Map 4 - Parcel 5

4-05, 4-06

15-07

16-03

3-01, 02, 03, 04, 07

74-05

8/'01

YEAR NRELIG

early 15th c.
early-mid 20th c.
mid 20th c.

early or mid 20th c.
late 20th ¢.

late 20th c.
18th-20th c.

ca. 1920

ca. 1880
early 20th c.
ca. 1930s
ca. 1930s
early 20th c.
mid 20th ¢
ca. 1920
early 20th c.
early 19th c.
early-mid 19th c.
19th-20th c.

ca. 1870 or 1898
ca. 1870
ca. 1950s

Eligible



INV# ST.# STREET NAME

444
445
446
948

410
411
412
939

AD
493
495
494
496
498
499
497
500
502
501
503
980
505
504
981

70 Greenland Road

205 Upper North Row Rd.
213 Upper North Row Rd.

218 Upper North Row Rd.
221 Upper North Row Rd.

230 Upper North Row Rd.

STERLING MASSACHUSETTS STREET INDEX

ASSESSOR'S #

Map # only
ca. 1830s / ca. 1850s

HISTORIC NAME

Sawyer Bamn - Allen Poultry Barn

Taft Equipment Shed / Garage

Taft, William Farmstand

agricultural landscape - orchards

TAYLOR - BOUTELLE - KRISTOFF FARM

Taylor-Boutelle House
Kristoff Barn

storage building
agricultural landscape

205-230 UPPER NORTH ROW AREA

Heywood, N. House

Robindale Farm/ Heywood, Rial & Moses Ho

barn

Heywood Blacksmith Shop
Heywood, J.L. House
livestock barn

henhouse

Whitcomb - Whitney House
Murray dairy barn

Murray loafing barn

milk room

silo

saw mill

wagon house /equipment shed
agricultural landscape

19

125-04

8/'01

YEAR NRELIG

ca. 1940s
ca. 1930s
20th c.

mid 19th c.

late 1930s
mid 20th c.
mid 20th c.

ca. 1830s

ca. 1828/ca. 1850
ca. 1900

ca. 1835-1850
ca. 1830s

ca. 1940s

ca. 1940s

ca. 1800

ca. 1915

late 20th c.
early 20th c.
mid 20th c.
mid 20th c.
ca. 1915
19th-20th c.



INV# ST.# STREET NAME

188
189
399
996
997

64 Flanagan Hill Rd
70 Flanagan Hill Rd

STERLING MASSACHUSETTS STREET INDEX

HISTORIC NAME

WRIGHT-FLANAGAN FARM
Flanagan-Heinrich House

Wright - Flanagan Farm House

Flanagan, Thomas Barn

Wright Barn foundation

agricultural landscape - pasture and orchards

20

ASSESSOR'S #
Map # only

47-14
47-15

47-01, 47-15

8/'01

YEAR NRELIG

1948

late 18th c.
late 19th c.
mid 18th c.
19thand 20th c.



STERLING FARMSTEAD SURVEY: NATIONAL REGISTER CONTEXTS

Provided they retain sufficient integrity to convey their historical and/or architectural significance,
some farmsteads in Sterling will be eligible for the National Register for their association with the
development of the town’s rural historic landscape. The following summaries discuss the context in
which that landscape evolved during the course of the town’s history.

18th-century settlement farms

Prior to the town’s incorporation in 1781, most of today’s Sterling was part of a 4 by 10-mile-wide
tract of land known as the "Additional Grant," which had been purchased by a group of Lancaster
citizens in 1701. This outlying territory of Lancaster later was to become most of the towns of
Sterling and Leominster. In 1742-43 the southern part of the grant, referred to as Chocksett, was
designated for religious and governmental purposes as a second precinct, called locally the West, or
Chocksett Precinct. In 1767 a section of Shrewsbury, the "Shrewsbury Leg,"” was added to Lancaster,
and part of this area later became the southwest part of Sterling.

By the middle of the eighteenth century, portions of the Additional Grant had been settled by
Lancaster families, a large arca in the north and northwest part of the precinct in the vicinity of
Rowley Hill and the east side of Justicc Hill by people from Essex County, and isolated farms by
owners who relocated here from other castern Massachusctts communities.

Most of the tarms established at that time, as well as in the years after the Revolution, were large--
well over a hundred acres--with an abundance of land which could be divided out for an owner’s
children or sold to willing buyers. Many of thesc early homestcads were worked as farms which
provided largely for the resident family; some may have produced a small surplus, and a few may
have been farmed by tenants.

The carliest of the farmhouses, of which several are reported to have been built in the 1730s and
1740s, were relatively small buildings which were later enlarged. Extant examples include two-story
halt-houses (21 Johnson Road and probably 38 Wilder Road, both later raised and lengthened) and
onc room-deep center-chimney houses, some with rear leantos. Although its chimney is gone, the
little Bigelow-Stuart House opposite 23 South Nelson Road, Sterling’s most picturesque "saltbox,”
is of this type. Two larger houses from the same period on Tuttle Road, the Jeremiah Burpee House
at 29 Tuttle and the David Jewett House at 192 Tuttle Road, may have begun as center-chimney,
single-pile (onc room deep) dwellings (the Burpee House retains its center chimney), or else were
double-pile (2 1/2-stories, two rooms dcep) from the start. Both also have rear leantos; the leanto
at the Burpee House extends beyond the main block into a jet-by, or "Beverly jog." The tiniest
surviving eighteenth-century house may be the three-bay, one-story Caleb Whitney House that now
forms the leanto behind the ell of the later house at 109 Beaman Road.

A few barns in the west half of town and one in the eastern part may survive from the eightcenth
century, including some that are embedded inside larger barns of a later appearance. All of these
arc side-gabled English barns with two- and three-bay asymmetrical plans, and range from 20 by 22
teet to 30 by SO feet in overall size. They have hewn post-and-beam frames that include flared
(gunstock) posts, and heavy rafters connccted at a four- or five-sided hewn ridge beam. Somc of the
carlier roof systems have multiple rows of purlins supporting vertically-laid roof boards. Typically,
these early barns were built without ccllars, although a few may have been moved or raised over a
later cellar. While the construction dates of carly barns are less well documented than the houses,
structural evidence suggests that barns at 29 and 155 Tuttle Road, and opposite 132 Redemption
Rock Trail and 98 Osgood Road may predate 1800. The only known eighteenth-century farmstead
in the eastern part of Sterling is the Ethan Kendall Jr. Farm at 31 Kendall Hill Road. Although
the property has been altered substantially, the 25 by 30-foot eighteenth century barn remains.




Farms of the early national period
Around 1800, the pace of building in Sterling quickened, with new farmhouses and barns tending

to be larger than their predecessors. Between the late 1780s and 1820 several double-pile center-
chimney houses and a few single-pile rear-chimney houses were built. Examples of the former exist
at 228 Redemption Rock Trail (1790s), 5 Roper Road (ca. 1804), 7 Wilder Lane (ca. 1784, with a
replacement chimney) and at 77 Heywood Road (ca. 1786, which has a three-bay facade). Double-
pile houses with twin ridge chimneys still stand at 98 Osgood Road (1791), and at 25 Princeton Road
(1818-19). Five-bay, single-pile rear-chimney houses (several chimneys have been removed) include
the Ephraim Keyes House at 226 Leominster Road (1819) and the late eighteenth-century Lewis
Homestead at 71 North Row Road, which was elongated to become a two-family double house at
an early date. A late example of the type, reputed to have been built in the early 1840s, is the Uriel
Tuttle House at 155 Tuttle Road.

During this period, rear- and side ells were becoming a common part of the floor plan as interior
spaces became more specialized, and utility spaces such as woodsheds and workshops were appended
to the main farmhouse. Some of thosc appendages houscd the shops of Sterling’s many carly-
nineteenth-century chairmakers--an industry of which Sterling had the largest number of practitioners
(most of them farmers) in Worcester County during the 1820s. By that time, several local sawmills
not only provided lumber for building, but also turned out chair parts for the chairmakers. Some
of the sawmills were near, or associated with, water-powered turning mills (lathes), which produced
legs, spindles, and other parts for thc chairs. One lathe (no longer extant) was run by Andrew
Putnam, Jr. opposite the house built by his father at 77 Heywood Road. Two early sawmill sites are
located on farms surveyed during this projcct--the Palmer Sawmill on Wekepeke Brook at the south
cnd of the Palmer-Lewis Farm at 35 North Row, and Stuart’s Sawmill off Justice Hill Road Cut-Off
at the south end of Stuart(’s) Pond in thc northwest part of town.

Farming in the early nineteenth century outside the town center still took place on relatively large
farms, and most farmers raised a varicty of livestock for their own use, including a few cows and a
pig or two. Through the 1830s many farmers also kept a fcw sheep. The rich meadow hay which
had formerly been abundant along Sterling’s rivers and streams was diminishing, and more farmers
were planting grasses to be mown. The construction of English barns continued during this period,
and a few of the older examples, including the barns opposite 98 Osgood Road and 132 Redemption
Rock Trail were enlarged by additional bays at one or both ends. By the 1830s most barn posts
were no longer flared, and multiple-purlin roofs had largely disappeared. The second English barn
at 155 Tuttle Road, later joined by a corner passageway to its carlier companion, was probably built
during this period. Four others on properties not yet found cligible for the National Register are
located at 31 Flanagan Hill Road, 53 South Nelson Road, 7 Rowley Hill Road, and 14 Wilder Road.

Farming for broader markets: middle third, 19th century
With both improved road conditions and the appearance in the 1820s and early 1830s of a handful

of regional "marketmen” who carried local farm products to Boston once a week in market wagons,
Sterling’s farms gradually became more market oriented. Butter-making became profitable, and
soon farm familics, even on the smaller tarms which had been divided out of some of the larger
acreages, were putting up hundreds of pounds yearly in boxes of twenty or thirty pounds each. With
the introduction of a local cheese-making cooperative located at the town center by 1845, many
farmers also turncd to producing cheese. Both activities led to a town-wide concentration on dairy
farming by 1850. Other farm products, as well, including beef, veal, pork, some vegetables, and
apples were shipped to Boston, Worcester and beyond both by wagon and, beginning in 1845, by rail.
Improved tools, the growing popularity of agricultural journals and their influence on farming
mcthods, the rise of regional agricultural cxhibitions and competitions, and the founding of the
Sterling Farmers Club in 1857 all helped increase both the productivity and the profitability of
Sterling’s tarms during this period.



After peaking at a high of 34 chair- and cabinctmakers in 1845, the number of chair shops in Sterling
decreased to only four in 1865. Due partly to the lack of substantial water power within the town,
industry in Sterling in gencral declined with the rise of the industrial revolution. In contrast to other
towns in the region such as Leominster and Gardner, Sterling’s economy remained agriculturally-
based through the rest of the nineteenth century. With the exception of localized growth at "Pottery
Village" in West Sterling and at Pratt’s Junction, unlike some of its neighbors the town never
developed highly-populated mill villages or dense residential arcas, making possible the continuance
of farms even in the heart of the town center.

The appearance of Sterling’s ninetecenth-century farmsteads was also influenced by the progressive
movements of the times. At least two farmsteads based on designs by Andrew Jackson Downing,
Alcxander Jackson Davis, or one of their contemporaries were built on town center farms in the
1840s. These are nearly identical late-1840s Gothic Revival cottages with decorative verge-boarding
and a centered, steeply-pitched wall dormer on the facade at 7 and 33 Princeton Road. Many mid-
century farmhouses were built with side-passage plans with the entry in the gable end of the building,
rather than the long side. At 109 Beaman Road, for instance, the old Whitney House was absorbed
into the ell of a large Greek Revival house with a three-bay, enclosed-gable facade. Similarly
proportioned Greek Revival farmhouscs, both with characteristic floor-to-ceiling first-story windows,
and one with a Doric-columned porch, arc located at 46 Princeton Road (ca. 1842) and 12
Meetinghouse Road (ca. 1851.)

By the middle of the century most of thc newer barns being constructed (many of them being built
to replace older, smaller barns) were the more efficient gable-front New England barns, which were
casier to expand, and more often than not, now included a cellar. The earliest of the three-aisle
New England barns, however, such as the well-preserved Palmer-May Barn opposite 35 North Row
Road, still followed the English-barn asymmetrical floor plan, with an off-center drive aisle flanked
by a broad haymow on one side, and a narrower cow tic-up bay, usually with a floored loft above
it, on the other. Another carly New England barn (predating 1850; later refitted) is located at 150
Redstone Hill Road on the Hildreth Farm, now part of the Davis Farm. Some true "connected
farmsteads” developed in this cra--perhaps the result of building or moving a barn into place at the
cnd of an existing farmhouse ¢ll, or of building a connecting linc of sheds between an existing house
and barn. The attached New England barns at 25 and 33 Princeton Road may have been the result
of this kind of process.

Post-Civil War: the rise of milk production and orchards

In 1865, the value of Sterling’s agricultural products was almost twice that of its manufactures.
While butter production continued herc longer than in many communities, with the transportation
opportunities provided by the railroads (which numbered three through the town by 1866), in the
third quarter of the cightcenth century dairy farmers turned increasingly to the sale of milk. Some
was wholesaled to larger dairies in the region such as Deerfoot Farm in Southborough. Regular
daily shipments of milk to Boston began about 1886, at which time there was a receiving station at
Pratts Junction, followced soon afterward by another at Sterling Junction in the south part of town.
The size of dairy herds increased dramatically in the latter part of the nineteenth century, with some
farmers milking up to 60 head. This shift in dairy farming is illustrated in Samuel Osgood’s Farmer’s
Club Address of 1886, in which hc characterized the period from 1820 to 1850 as the Butter Making
Agc and that from 1850 forward as the Milk Sclling Age.

The increase in size of both the herds and the animals themselves led to significant changes in the
farms and farmsteads. More hay was grown, as well as more Indian corn to provide winter feed that
toward the end of the century was stored in silos--first located in the cellar or main floor of the barn,



and later built as an exterior structurc abutting the barn. With ready access to grain from the
midwest, however, local grain production, even for home consumption, declined and disappeared on
most farms. Some of the more prosperous farmers bought up small, less productive farms and
consolidated them into one large farm. As the dairy herds increased in size and crop production
rose, more wages were paid to farm laborers, and the opcration of some farms was now shared by
siblings or inlaws who divided both thc management and the financial responsibilities.

The 1870s through 1890s saw the building of many large New England barns, some over 100 feet
long, by known local and regional builders such as Taylor Ross and the team of Newhall & Winn.
The dairy- and hay barn at 70 Taft Road, which probably dates to the 1870s, measures 150 feet.
Ebenezer Butterick’s new barn of 1883 at 96 Kendall Hill Road, 120 feet long and 44 feet wide, is
reported to have been built as a hay barn.

As carly as 1879, some barns were being designed by civil engineers. One example is the New
England barn at 7 Pine Street (NR), which was designed that year by O. W. Rugg for Dr. William
Pcck, and built by Taylor Ross. In 1880 Taylor Ross also built the spruce-framed three-level barn
for Augustus Tuttle at 192 Tuttle Road. These handsome buildings now had larger, multi-level hay
lofts and full cellar stories where pigs worked over the manure that was shoveled through gutters in
the barn floor. Other outstanding, well-preserved examples arc the Stuart Barn at 23 South Nelson
Road, the Bruce-Peters Barn at 19 Johnson Road, and the Roper Cow Barn of about 1885 at 5
Roper Road. By the 1880s, some of thc more properous dairy farmers were being taxed for a new
building category, a "barn-and-shed" combination in which cither a leanto or a cross-gabled cow shed
abutting the main barn provided additional shelter for the large herds. Many of these, including the
lcanto at the Heman Kendall Barn opposite 132 Redemption Rock Trail and the cross-gabled
addition to the Stuart Barn at 23 South Nclson Road, were later removed or replaced. Full-length
barn leantos remain at 33 Princcton Road, and at the great two-aisle Chandler Barn of ca. 1890 at
Stillwater Farm, 228 Redemption Rock Trail. A few other types of outbuildings also survive from
this period, including at least one 1890s slaughtcrhouse on the Butterick-Nourse Farm at 26 Rugg
Road, and a few wagon- and carriagchouscs (at 192 Tuttle Road and 109 Beaman Road.)

While broader agricultural markets, better transportation, and progress in farming methods led to
a rapid increase in milk production after the Civil War, they also contributed to a growth in the size
and productivity of apple orchards toward the end of the century. While many nineteenth-century
farms included small orchards, at the end of the century large apple orchards were developed by
Ezra Kendall Heywood, Augustus Tuttle, Fredd Trask, and others, with some dairy farmers taking
on a dual rolc as produccrs and marketers of both milk and apples. In the 1890s the first McIntosh
orchard was planted, and thec McIntosh has been one of the main varieties grown in Sterling ever
since.

Early modern- and modern farms
Milk production reached an carly-twenticth-century peak in 1911 and 1912, when Sterling produced

15,000 quarts of milk daily. Between 1919 and 1928 the main market for milk shifted from Boston
to ncarby Worcester, with trucks being used for transport by 1920. During the early modern era,
several Sterling farmers had their own bottling plants, from which they delivered milk by truck to
households throughout the region. By 1930, the town had 126 dairy farms producing milk worth
$200,000, with a distribution arca ranging as far away as Brockton and Norwood.



Government regulations changed the look of Sterling’s dairy farmsteads in the early twentieth
century, as such features as concrete floors and milk rooms separated from the cow stable were
required in all dairies. New barn designs, many of them promoted by Department of Agriculture
programs, and some by producers of barn plans such as thc Louden Machinery Company, also
changed the face of the local landscape. Sterling has several examples of Depression-era gambrel-
roofed barns, for instance, in a wide range of sizes, many of which are now in deteriorated condition.
The largest and best-preserved of the type is the Louis Rugg Barn on the old Osgood Farm at 54
Osgood Road. Fred Wilder’s heifer barn at 12 Meetinghouse Road is another good example. In
the middle of the twentieth century, loafing barns--"pole barns" with open sides for cows to wander
in and out of at will--were appearing on some farms, such as the Davis Farm in the east part of
town. Advances in hay- and manure-handling systems led to such features as hay hoods and manure
collection areas, and changes in feed and bedding practices were associated with new types of storage
incorporating a variety of interior and extcrior bins and hoppers. Wooden stanchions gradually gave
way to metal stanchions, ventilation systems were improved, and iron piping was used throughout
the cow barns both to convey water and form the rails of stalls and pens.

By 1920, agricultural water systems, most built for the purpose of bringing water to the barns and
tarmhouses, but some also installed for irrigation or fire fighting, led to the damming of farm ponds
and the construction of pumphouses, raiscd water tanks, and windmills. Ponds and water system
structurcs--most in dcteriorated condition--remain at 29 Tuttle Road, where Albert and Mabel
Schenk developed cxtensive orchards on the old Jeremiah Burpee Farm in the early twentieth
century, and on the old Roper Farm at 5 Roper Road, renamed Hy Crest Farm by its mid-twentieth-
century owner, Lester Sawyer.

While interior silos were still being installed in the 1920s, wood-stave exterior silos were built on
Sterling’s dairy farms from at least the 1920s through 1940s. Examples remain in the east part of
town at 26 Rugg Road and 117 Chace Hill Road, and in the west at "Dun Rovin" farm at 6 Heywood
Road and at 23 South Nelson Road, where two survive. Over the course of the middle of the
twentieth century most of the wood silos dctcriorated, however, and new ones were built in more
durable materials. Hallmarks of Sterling’s rural landscape now include examples of blue Harvestore
silos, concrete-stave silos with gleaming aluminum roofs, and small corrugated metal silos mounted
on stecl frames. Onc-story equipment sheds, which were used for both the storage and repair of
farm vehicles, were increasingly built of concrete block, gradually replacing the wood-frame farm
wagon shed.

Concrete block was also increasingly uscd for milk rooms, such as those appended in the 1930s
through 1950s to the nineteenth-century barns at 26 Rugg Road, 35 North Row, and 192 Tuttle
Road. The 1879 Buttcrick Barn at 26 Rugg Road also displays other retrofitted features of mid-
twentieth-century technology, including a "milking parlor” and an attached loafing barn.

After World War II, dairying in Sterling got a boost from the leasing program initiated by Lester
Sawyer at his huge Hy Crest farm on Roper Road at Justice Hill. Home to the largest herd of
Brown Swiss cattlc in Worcester County, at least, numbering 310 in 1951, Hy Crest Farm’s cows were
leased out to several local farmers, who milked and carcd for them on their own properties. A few
of the larger farms built their own ice cream plants--at Icast one of which, on the Hy Crest property,
is still in place today. Cattle breeding also took place at Hy Crest and at a few other farms, and still
continues in Sterling on a small scale today.

Until the 1960s the numbers of cows (purc bred and grade), bulls, pigs, sheep and goats as tracked

in the Town Reports show a steady increase or stability in the numbers of livestock from the 1920s
to the late 1950s. With the establishment in the late 1940s of the large Kristoff hog-raising operation
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on "Happy Hollow Farm" at Merrill Road and Redemption Rock Trail, which by 1960 had become
the largest hog farm in New England, the number of pigs (“swine”) recorded in Sterling increased
substantially. This count went from 459 in 1932 to 3,377 in 1953 and nearly 6,500 in 1963. The
number of milking cows (not counting the young cattle) remained close to 1000 throughout the 1940s
to 1960s. Toward the end of the twentieth century that number declined sharply, however, until by
the 1990s only six farmers remained, milking less than 400 cows.

At the turn of the twentieth century, as clsewhere in the region, raising poultry on a large scale had
become a profitable pursuit for many of Sterling’s farmers. While many of the larger henhouses
have been lost, including several destroycd during the 1938 hurricane, many farms retain smaller
poultry houses and brooder houses built in the first half of the twentieth century. Poultry raising,
in fact, was an important sideline which helped sustain many farm families through the Great
Dcpression. In 1930, nine large poultry farms were selling over 500 dozen eggs a week. Poultry
raising steadily declined after that time.

On Sterling’s orchards, McIntosh apple-raising was augmented at the beginning of the twentieth
century by large orchards of Baldwins, and followed in the 1910s and *20s by the raising of Cortlands,
Spy, and Delicious apple trees. In 1930, there were at least 30,000 young, productive apple trees
spread across the Sterling landscape. In that year the town’s apple farms, many of them also
operated as dairy farms, produced 75,000 bushels of apples, for a value of $100,000. Orcharding
continued as a major pursuit in Sterling through the rest of the twentieth century. The 1950s saw
the construction of scveral new warehousc buildings for fruit storage, as well as the refitting of large
dairy barns for the same purpose. The storage and refrigeration warehouse at Sunnycrest Orchards
at 24 Hawkins Lane was constructed in 1958 and remains functioning in the same manner today.
Warehouse and refrigeration areas first were built in the 1940s at Meadowbrook Orchards,
(historically the Chace-Chandler Farms on Chace Hill Road,) followed by multiple additions and
upgrading of the storage areas to the present time.

With the ready availability of refrigeration and rapid transport of produce, market gardening became
more widespread in Sterling in the twenticth century, and by the 1930s many local farmers were
capitalizing on the increase in automobile tratfic by selling produce at roadside farmstands, several
of which still dot the local landscapc. Onc of the smallest is the tiny one-man farmstand opposite
315 Princeton Road.

Lumbering, which had always been a significant component of Sterling’s agricultural activities,
increased at the end of the nineteenth century, and grew in popularity again in the 1920s and 1930s
with the shipping of lumber by truck. Sevcral small sawmills of the 1940s through 1980s, at least two
or three still housing 1890s machinery, still exist on Sterling’s farms, including the Orr sawmill at 71
North Row Road, the Kristoff sawmill on Happy Hollow Farm and the currently operating sawmill
at Crystal Brook Farm, 192 Tuttle Road.

Twenty-first century farming

By the 1970s, scveral large dairy farms in Sterling had folded. Among them were Nourse's at 26
Rugg Road, the old Brown Farm in the center at 7 Princeton Road, and Listowich’s Wyndhaven at
70 Taft Road. The Brown Swiss dairy at Hy Crest Farm on Roper Road had ceased operations in
the carly 1960s, and its successor cattle-breeding operation, White’s Black Angus, closed in the 1980s.
In the 1990s thc Davis Farm’s huge barn with over 100 head of dairy cows burned and was not
replaced.



Small herds of cattle still can be found in Sterling, however. The most visible is the herd of about
40 Holsteins at 192 Tuttle Road, where scveral dozen goats are also raised for a regional specialty
market. On Chace Hill Road at Favrecau’s (95 Chace Hill Road) beef cattle are cross-bred and
raised, and at Rotta’s Farm (117 Chace Hill Road) an icc cream stand sells ice cream made on site
from milk of the farm’s cows. A small herd also survives at the old Stuart-Nelson Farm at 34 Lucas
Road. At Hy Crest, thoroughbred horses are now bred and raised. Many former dairy farms,
however, primarily continue haying opcrations, selling hay to others, rather than feeding resident
livestock.

While nearly all the dairy herds are gone, some of the large orchards remain, providing fruit for the
wholesale market as well as selling locally through farm stands. Orchards line Chace Hill Road at
Mecadowbrook Orchards, which added a farm store in 1996 that is open for breakfast, lunch and
some produce shopping nearly every day of the year. Seasonal stands which sell fruit (mostly
apples,) are located at Sterling Orchards (60 Kendall Hill Road) Clearview Orchards (4 Kendall
Hill Road), and Wyndhaven (70 Taft Road), and at scattered locations in the west part of town. The
Davis Farm has developed a unique new use at its Davis Farmland and Maze. The educational and
recreational business has farm and exotic animals as well as a maze formed in a corn field. This
too is open only seasonally.

Today, farming in Sterling benefits from the limited protcction of Massachusetts’ Chapter 61A
program, and the agricultural land on two farms is permanently protected by Agricultural
Preservation Restrictions. Some farmers survive economically by holding non-agricultural jobs;
others lease land for haying and markct gardening from other owners. The largest lessor is the
Commonwealth, which over that past twenty-five years has purchased large amounts of farmland in
the west half of town as part of its watershed protection program for the Wachusett Reservoir.
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AREA FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION  [x] see continuation sheet

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community.

General site layout

Like many farmstecads in Sterling, this onc is organized with the house on one side of the road, the
barn and othcr outbuildings on the othcer. The house stands close to the west side of Heywood
Road, facing east toward a woodcd wctland arca that fceds Wekepcke Brook and the Clinton
Rescrvoir to the north. Diagonally northeast across from the housc, just south of the intersection
of Heywood and Tuttle Roads, are scveral surviving outbuildings. Two long gable-front New
England barns, their west ends built into the hillside and linked by a cross-gabled 1-story shed or
stable, stand side by side closc to the road. A small shed-roofed, farmstand (#475), built within the
past few ycars, now stands between the smaller barn and Heywood Road. A circular stave silo is
attached to the north side of the larger, northecrnmost barn; just beyond it is a deteriorated vertical-
board icehouse. At the corncr of Tuttle Road arc the remains of two smaller vertical-board
outbuildings. A varicty of twenticth-century farm cquipment stands in a field north of the house,
across from the barn. Although there is no longer any livestock on the property, former pastures
cxtend northwest of the housc. East and northceast of the barns along Tuttle Road, wood- and
mctal-fenced pastures remain.

Carey/WilderHouse, ca. 1796 (#124)

This housc is one of scveral cxamples in Sterling of large double-pile, side-gabled Fedcral residences.
A onc-story lcanto, its side flush with the south cnd wall of the main house, abuts the southwest part
of the rcar wall; a long gablc-roofed onc-story cll stretches to its south. Two brick chimnceys pierce
thc main house roof--onc slightly in front of thc ridge, the other just northwest of it, bchind the
ridge. While the chimneys could be later replaccments for a center chimney, thcy may actually
indicate a house enlargcment from what may have begun as a half-house. The main facade is five
bays widc, but asymmctrical in fenestration, with the two windows north of the center entry at each
story positioncd closer togcther than those south of it. Nearly all the windows in the housc are
modcrn 9-over-9-sash which recently replaced 2/2°s. The main entry and its surround are also recent
replacements, with a steel door, sidclights, and a pcaked cornice. The north end of the housc is two
bays dcep, with a 9/9 aligned at cach story toward the front, and tall double casements or fixcd-pane
windows toward the rcar. A Y/9 is positioned in the gable peak at attic level. The south end is thrce
bays decp, with a slightly off-center entry that has a recent vertical-board door under a five-light
transom in a plain, unadorncd surround. Wcst of the door is a double multi-light casement window;
the other windows--onc at the first story, thrce at the sccond, and onc in the gable pcak--are 9-over-
9-sash. Thc architcctural trim of thc main housc includes a molded, boxed cornice, and narrow
corncrboards.

The cll, which stands on a concrete foundation, appcars to have been rebuilt in the late twentieth
century. Its facade, reading north to south, has one 9/9 window, and two widc cxtcrior-mounted
vertical-board sliding wagon doors, the south onc higher than the north onc. The south gable cnd
of the cll has a 6/6 in thc gablc pcak.

A. W. Wilder Barn, 1884 (#474)

Ncwspapcer records report that the larger of the two barns was built in 1884. This northern building
is a long banked, three-level barn, 40 by 100 fect. Itis largely clapboarded over horizontal sheathing,
but the south sidc has a large area of asphalt siding just above the granite-topped, fieldstone
foundation. The roof is slatc, and has a squarc lantern with a pyramidal roof with copper finial and
wcathcrvanc in the center portion of the ridge. This is a classic example of the fully-developed New
England barn of the latc nincteenth century, with a symmectrical, three-bay facade on the west gable
cnd, its fenestration pattern cchoing the three-bay floor plan within and the high loft under the roof.
The high center wagon cntry has an interior double-leaf, vertical-board sliding door under a multi-
pancd transom. In the wide wall space to cither side of the door is a single 6-pane window; ccentered
undcr the gable are two large 6-over-6-sash windows. The south side of this barn has a row of six

[ ] Reccommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, a completed National-
Register Criteria Statement form is attached.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION, cont.
6-panc stanchion windows at the level of the main drive floor, and six pairs of 6-panc windows just
above the top of the toundation. The long north side displays some 6-panc windows low in the
clapboard wall, above an arca of concrete-block foundation. The high east gable cnd has a centered,
narrow vertical-board door at the end of the center drive floor, and one window in the wall to its
south. As at the west end, two 6-over-6-sash arc positioned under the gable peak. The architectural
trim includes a molded, boxed cornice complete with rcturns, fricze, and rake boards.

Extcnding south from the front portion of this barn to the lower barn is a cross-gabled, onc-story
clapboarded shed with a corrugated metal roof. Its west wall has a wide entry with a tonguc-and-
groove woodcen door toward the north ¢nd, and a single 6-panc window to its south. This scction,
which is also built into the hillside, contains the carly- and mid-twenticth-century milk room at ccllar
level. Fronting the rear cast wall of the milk room is a small recent shed-roofed concrete-block
cquipment shed.

A. W. Wilder barn/slaughterhouse. ca. 1870s (#473)

This lower two-story gable-front barn, which was apparently associated with the Wilder livestock
business, may be the older of the two major outbuildings on the property. It is clad in clapboard
cxcept for a three-story vertical-boarded scction at the cast end which appcars to be a later addition.
Likc its companion, thc west end of this building is dug into the hillside, whilc the middlc and
N castern scctions have full-height, accessible cellar stories. The foundation of the west end is a
combination of ficldstonc and concrcte block; the foundation of the mid-scction is brick. The roof
is corrugated mctal.

The windowlcss west, gabled facadc has a centered, interior-mounted two-part vertical-board sliding
door. Abovc it is a new vertical-board hay door. The west portion of the long south sidc of the
building has irrcgularly-placed window opcnings which have lost their sash--two widely spaced at the
first story, and two closc togcther in the cast part of the sccond story. The east, three-level portion
has a battcn door and two large 2-panc windows in the cast part, and above them, a sashless opcning
and an 8-panc window. The 2 1/2-level cast gable end of the building has also lost the sash of its
irrcgularly placed windows. That clevation has one double-leaf vertical-board door in the south
part, and a rccent overhead-mounted sliding door of Texture-111 board in the north scction.

Blake silo, carly 20th C. (#972)

Linkcd to thc northwest corner of thc 1884 barn by a low clapboarded enclosure is a tall round
woodcn stave silo. A long metal silage chute still extends up to a tiny clapboard-sided, pedimented
dormer-like opcning in the conical, asphalt-covered roof. A copper finial rises from the center point
of the roof. On the south sidc of the silo, a corrugated metal duct is still in place.

Icehouse ca. 1920 (#476)
Just north of the silo, its gablc cnd facing the road, is a vertical-board former icehouse, later
apparcntly uscd as an cquipment- or tractor shed. Its roof is covered with asphalt over wood
shingles. The building, which is currently in deteriorated condition, has no windows; a wide
rcctangular garage opening fills most of the west wall. The frame is carly-twentieth-century stock
lumbcer, with 2 x 4" raftcrs.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION, cont.

Outbuilding ruins (cast: #478; wcst: #477) mid-1960s

Two small outbuildings in a collapscd statc arc located north of the cquipment shed, just inside a
stonc wall along Tuttle Road. The westcrnmost is the smaller of the two; it is clapboarded, and
appcars to have becn of squarc proportions. The eastern building is a two-part, vertical-board
structurc with an asphalt, side-gablcd roof with cxposcd rafter ends. The roof of its cast portion
cxtends out over an open south side, and the rear, north slope is long and low--suggesting that this
part may havc been a livestock shelter. Both buildings were built by Roger Pillsbury for the storage
of machincry and to shelter young livestock.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE (x] see continuation sheet
Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this area relates lo the historical development of the
communily.

Like several other properties nearby in the northwest part of Sterling, the origin of this farm goes
back to a family who relocated to the west part of Lancaster from Esscx County. David Nelson of
Boxtord bought land here in 1733 and cstablished a farm that had a farmstcad a short distance to
the southeast, near the present cast corner of Heywood and Rowley Hill Roads. In 1784 he sold
his homestcad farm of scventy acres to his son, Nathan (b. 1758). Nathan Nclson was a tanner, who
probably utilized the water from Wckepcke Brook in processing his Icather.

In 1795, Nathan Nclson sold the property, then described as 46 acres, to Ezra Carey (also spclled
Corey), cxcluding a small lot which had been reserved out of it for the Rowley Hill schoolhouse.
Although Ezra Carey is listcd as residing in Ward (later Auburn, Mass.) at the time of the purchase,
it is likely that he had lived in Sterling for some time, possibly in the Nelson house. (He is listed
as a head of houschold in this vicinity on the 1790 federal census of Sterling, while Nathan Nelson
is not, suggesting that the lattcr may have been living elsewhere by that time).

Likc Nathan Nelson, Ezra Carcy was a tanner. According to rccords kept by later owncrs, it was
he who built the present house. He did not live in it for long, however, as in 1803 he sold the farm,
with both the ncw house and the older one ncar Rowley Hill Road, a curry shop and a cider mill,
to Calvin Wilder. Calvin Wilder was a grandson of Jonathan Wilder, the patriarch of the Wilder
family in Sterling who had first settled the arca to the south on Wilder Road. Although there were
several men in Sterling at the time with the same namc, this was probably the Calvin Wilder (1778-
1852) who was thc son of Jonathan Wildcr, Jr., and marricd Hannah Newton. Little is known about
what thcir farm was like during the carly ninctcenth century. By 1850, however, shortly before
Calvin died, it mcasured 180 acres, and was supporting a herd of about sixtcen cows and cattle--quite
a large dairy herd for that timec. The farm may actually have becn managed for many years by
Calvin and Hannah’s eldest surviving son, Andrew Jackson Wilder (1815-1864), who inheritcd itupon
his fathcr’sdecath. In 1839, he marricd Sarah Wyman Jewett, daughtcr of the farmer to the northcast
on Tuttle Road, and they apparcntly lived herc with his parcnts. Andrew and Sarah had cight
children between 1841 and the carly 1860s, all of whom werce probably born in the housc.

Their cldest son, Andrew Wyman Wilder (1841-1916), who was twenty-two when his father dicd, was
the next owncer of the farm. By 1870 his property covered 200 acres. By 1880 it had recached over
235 acrcs, comprising 69 acrcs of thc homestcad farm along with scveral other parcels.
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE, cont.

In 1877 Andrew W,, like his father, had also married a near neighbor--Mary Stevenson, daughter of
John and Ruhamah Stevenson of 98 Osgood Road. They had no children, however, and after
Andrew’s dcath in 1916, the farm was sold out of the Wilder family. The purchaser was Alphonso
Blake, a Canadian immigrant from Nova Scotia. One of scveral of northwest Sterling’s dairy
farmers, in 1930 he is listed as owning a dozen cows and a bull. By that time the farm had been
reduced to 88 acres, and he had apparcntly updated the lower level of the larger barn with the
present concrete floor and walls.

Andrew W. Wilder had specialties in both dairy farming and butchering. By 1870 he had two dozen
cows, and was selling 3000 gallons of milk per year. In 1880 he was also carrying on a sizable
slaughtering business--the third largest in town. A future interior inspection may confirm that he
used the smaller of the two surviving barns as a slaughtcrhouse. He was also the third largest grower
of Indian corn in Sterling that ycar. Hc built the hundred-foot dairy barn in 1884, and an icchouse,
and a carriage house about 1890. By 1900, howevcr, he had only thrce cows, and was apparently
concentrating on his other pursuits.

Mr. Blake was succeeded here in the mid-1930s by his son, Leon Blake, who carried on a successful
dairy farm with nearly thirty cows through the mid-twentieth century, fitting out the barn with up-to-
datc facilitics that included a mechanical gutter cleancr, manure pit, and a large bulk milk storage
tank in thc milk room.

In 1958, the farm, its equipment, and its twenty-one cows were purchased by retired Naval
Commander Roger Pillsbury and his wife, Shirley, who called it "Dun Rovin Farm." Within two
years they expanded thedairy herd to 37-head, consisting largcly of Holsteins and Jerseys, eventually
bmldmg it up to fifty head. The Pillsburics rctircd from dairy farming in 1881. Today thc scventy
rcmaining acres arc owned by their children. There is no livestock, but the ficlds are tilled for
vegetables and mown for hay, with the produce sold in the new farmstand that stands in front of the
barn.

BIBLIOGRAPH Y/REFERENCES, cont.
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MHC# Parcel # Street Address Historic Name Date Style/type
124 54-25 6 Heywood Road Carey-Wilder House ca. 1796 Federal
474  43-17 A. W. Wilder barn 1884 utilitarian
473 " " A. W. Wilder barn/slaugterhouse ca. 1870s utilitarian
475 " " farmstand '~ ca. 2000 utilitarian
476 " " icchousc ca. 1920 utilitarian
477 " " outbuilding mid-1960s utilitarian
478 " " outbuilding mid-1960s utilitarian
972 " " Blake silo carly 20th C. utilitarian
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community.

General site layout A\J
Although the farmhouse of one has becn demolished, and the property of the other has been reduced by o
scventecn acres, two farms as they had evolved up to the mid-twentieth century remain at 35 and 43 North

Row Road. Togcther they illustrate a type of agricultural property of which there were once several

cxamples in this part of Sterling--the long, narrow farm of 40 to 70 acres, descending in several adjoining

parcels of land to the road, then crossing it and continuing in long strips of mcadow and pasture to the

wetlands of one of Sterling’s many brooks. In this casc the brook is the meandering Wckepeke Brook,

which provided water power for a scrics of small mills from the latc cightcenth- through most of the

ninctcenth century. Typically, farmstcads for propertics of this type were arranged with the farmhouse

closc to the upper side of the road, and most of the outbuildings dircctly across from it, with barnyards and

their associated pastures on the lower slope of the hill.

At 35 North Row Road, a second, small nineteenth-century house on the south side of the road that
survived into the mid-twentieth century is gonc, and only one major outbuilding remains. Still, the
rclationship of the carly- to mid-ninetcenth-century barn, with its wagon door opening dircctly onto the
road, and the latc-1870s housc opposite it is an important surviving illustration of this type of farmstead
organization. On the adjoining property to thc west at 43 North Row Road, the late-nineteenth-ccntury
farmhouse on the north side of the road was torn down in the 1990s. Its site (#976) now forms the
southeast edge of a large hay meadow, marked only by two tall maple trees that once shaded the building,
the narrow path that led to its door, and remnants of a mortared fieldstone retaining wall at the edges of
the front yard. Opposite it on the south side of the road, a ca. 1930 garage and a root cellar/shed
incorporating the fieldstone walls of an old barn foundation mark the cntrance to a cluster of early modern
outbuildings located well off the road in a fashion more typical of the early twentieth than of the
ninetcenth century. =

35 North Row Road

George S. Lewis House, 1875-1880 (#479)

While it may include somc portion of the earlier house on the site, the house at 35 North Row Road put
up by George Lewis in the late 1870s is a vernacular Italianate type typical of that era--a three-bay, 2 1/2-
story, sidc-hall-entry building with a long three-bay two-story cross-gabled east wing faced by a twentieth-
century screened porch. The main housc stands on a granite-block foundation (the porch has a rubble
foundation), and has an asphalt shingle roof. Its aluminum siding was installed in the 1950s. The main
door is an carly-twenticth-century type with a large glass light over horizontal panels under a shed-roofed
canopy; a sccond cntry in the west cnd of the wing facadc has a mid-twentieth-century multi-light glass and
wood door. While most of the window sash have been replaced with 1-over-1’s, two 2/2-sash remain on
the upper part of the main facade. Surviving architectural detailing includes a boxed, moldcd cornice.
Most trim has been lost or covered by siding; the windows are flanked by modern aluminum louvered
shutters.

Garage (#480) ca. 1930
A gable-roofed, drop-sided two-car garage with an asphalt shingle roof stands just west of the house. The
building retains it vertical-board, double-leaf doors; a 6-over-6-sash window is positioned in the east side.

[ ] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National -~
Register Criteria Statement form. ,
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION, cont.

Palmer/May Barn, 2nd quartcer 19th century  (#481)
The well-preserved barn across from the house at 35 North Row is one of the earlier examples in

Sterling of a New England bank barn (with the main wagon entry in the gable end). As such, it retains
some lingering characteristics of English barn construction. This is a square building, 40 by 40 fect, with
three later additions. A low leanto which spans the front half of the west side probably datcs to about
1900, and a one-story gable-roofed rear cow shed (#483) and a small cross-gabled milk room (#482)
at the front northeast corner of the barn were built in the early 1950s. The main barn and leanto stand
on fieldstone foundations. The barn is sheathed with vertical board and the leanto with horizontal
board; both are covered by asphalt siding, and have asphalt-shingle roofs. The rear cow stable and the
milk room are built of concrete block, with asphalt shingle roofs.

While at first glance the building might be taken for a three-bay barn with center drive aisle, the
arrangement of the north facade gives clues to the non-symmetrical arrangement inside. The large
vertical-board, interior sliding wagon door is placed off-center toward the east part of the building, next
to a paired 6-pane window. West of the door is a 3-over-6-pane sash, below which is a broad, low
opening to the basement, now covered by two sections of a mid-twentieth-century plywood-paneled
garage door. Two large double-hung windows which have lost their sash are located in the gable peak.

The barn is built into the hillside at the front, and has a full cellar story with lines of two-pane windows
along the sidcs, which were stuccoed in conncction with the building of the rear cow shed. The east
side of the barn has three 6-pane windows (one single, and a pair toward the rear) at the main level.
The cast clevation of the milk room has a vertical-board door, with a two-pane window beside it to the
north. A single double-hung window occupics the rear gable peak in the south end wall of the barn;
a 6/6-sash rcmains at the main level in the east part of that wall. The rear gable end of the post-World
War II cow shed has a large double-leaf, vertical-board door in the center, and a two-pane window to
cither side of it. Its rear gablc is filled with asphalt siding. The north portion of the west side of the
barn is covercd by the leanto, which has a broad vertical-board door in the north front, and a 6/6-sash
window in thc west wall and the south end.

Barn interior. While most of Sterling’s New England barns have a symmetrical three-bay floor plan with
a centcr drive aisle, a construction date as early as the second quarter of the nineteenth century for this
barn is suggested by the unequal widths of its structural bays. The post-and-beam, pegged and braced-
frame building measures 40 by 40 feet. The drive aisle is 11 feet wide, the livestock bay to its east is
12 feet wide, and the haymow on the west is 17 feet widc. The barn is constructed in four bents, each
with an inner post on either sidc of the drive aisle. Cut nails and nail holes in the inner faces of the
east drive-aisle posts remain from the hinged horizontal boards that once enclosed this side of the
livestock bay. Horizontal boards still enclosc a utility room in the north end of the west aisle--some of
them as widce as 19 inches. Iron pintcls from the interior door to this space remain in its east wall. The
rest of the haymow bay is open to the roof, including the southwest corner, where an intcrior silo was
formerly located. The east, livestock aisle is whitewashed, and covered over with the floor of a low loft
at the north and south ends. Empty joist pockets over its center section indicate that a loft floor also
existed therc. An exterior, vertical-board door in the northeast corner of the barn once apparently led
to a milk room that preceded the present onc.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION, cont.

Framc and construction. While this is an carly barn, only a few of its timbers--two girts over the side
aisles, and a few bascment joists--arc hewn. All the rest of the original lumber is sawn, and bears the
prominent marks of a water-powercd up-and-down saw, suggesting that the building was constructed of
timber sawn at a local sawmill--probably the mill on Wekepeke Brook at the south end of the property,
which at the time of construction would have belonged to the owner of the farm. The main part of each
bent consists of the four posts rising to a full-width tic-beam at the eaves, and a lower bcam spanning each
side aisle about scven feet above the floor. To provide equal support for both sides of the roof while
accommodating an assymetrical plan, the upper part of the frame employs two short vertical posts rising
from a point on the tic bcam west of the lower drive-aisle post, rather than dircctly above it. The top end
of cach upper post (or vertical brace) is tenoncd into a heavy purlin that runs the length of the roof about
midway up the side slope. A collar beam spans from purlin to purlin. All the major timbers--posts, tie
beams, girts, plates, and purlins are approximatcly 7' square. The roof has two sets of common 3 1/2 x
7" rafters, spaced 28 inches on center, which appcar to be tcnoned into or laid into trenches on the upper
face of the purlins. The lower rafters arc birdmouthed over the plates; the upper rafters end at a ridge
board about 2 x 8" in dimension. Diagonal braces support the posts, tic-bcams, and collars. Joist pockets
in the center span of the tic beams indicate that therc was once an caves-level loft floor over the drive -
aisle.

The wall structure of the barn incorporates horizontal 4"-square nailers to which the vertical-board siding
is-attached. Rough vertical interior battens remain in places to cover spaces between the boards. Wood
flooring is in place throughout the main lcvel of the building. The loft floor over the cnclosed northwest
room and the ends of the east livestock aisle is supported on log joists, with a few hewn joists interspersed.
There is no cvidence that the building had a door in the south cnd. A wide section of wall at the south
cnd of the drive aisle, however, was removed for access to the loft of thc twenticth-century cow shed
addition.

The ccllar walls of the main barn werc stuccocd, and a concrete floor installed,probably in the early *50s
when the rcar cow shed was added, and metal stanchions installed for twenty cows--ten on either side of
a center aisle with a cleanout trench down either side. Circular metal posts were installed at about that
time, and the ceiling finishcd with wall board. Under the front, northernmost bay, however, much of the
original barn structure is still in evidence, including the unmortared ficldstone retaining wall that forms
the front wall of the foundation, and heavy log- and hewn joists which run east to west under the east aisle,
and north to south under the west aisle. A large stud-framcd enclosurc in the northwest front part of the
bascment was apparently added about the same time as the rear addition. It may always have becn used
to storc sawdust, which was dropped through the upper floor by way of the low opcning in the front wall
of the barn.

The leanto added against the west wall of the barn has corner posts of 6 x 7 inches, and 2 x 6" rafters, _
birdmouthcd over the west platc. The Icanto apparcntly never functioned as a cow tic-up; it may always 7™\
have bcen uscd as a henhouse, as it was later in the century.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION, cont.

Sawmill site 19th C. (#973)

At the south end of this farm arc the remains of one of the three main mill sites on the section of
Wekepeke Brook south of the east end of North Row Road that were in operation by the early
nineteenth century. This was the westernmost of the three mill privileges. Shown downstream to the
cast on the map of 1830 were a shinglc mill and a grist mill, each with its own mill pond. The mill at
this site was a sawmill, locatcd on the north side of the brook at the east end of a long, narrow
millpond. Today the site is marked by a high retaining wall of scattcred fieldstones along the north side
of the brook, and, opposite it on the south side, a smooth-faced dry-laid wall of smaller stones, about
30 feet long and twelve feet high, that appears to have formed one wall of the mill race. From the west
end of this south retaining wall, another scction of fieldstone retaining wall slants down toward the
remains of a small pond.

43 North Row Road
In contrast to the early-nineteenth-century barn at 35 North Row, with the exception of the fieldstone
foundations near the road, the farmstead on the property to the west appears to date entirely to the
twenticth century. As seen from the road, a dirt drive leads south past a nearly windowless, two-level
=\ vertical-board hay barn (#486), (probably the hay barn listed here in 1925), and a late-twentieth-century
onc-story hay barn (#487) opposite it at the east edge of the property, and on to the Martin/Lamarche
dairy barn complex. Close to the road at the west edge of the drive are a hip-roofed, clapboard garage
(#488) with vertical-board doors in the cast side, and a flat-roofed root cellar or shed (#975) with walls
formed partially by the fieldstone foundations of the building which formerly stood here.

Marti Marche dairy barn ca. 1925 (#484)

The dairy barn is a long one-story, wood-shingled structure on a high mortared rubble foundation. A
low monitor roof with a line of threc-pane windows along each side crowns most of the length of the
roof. Onc of the few agricultural buildings in Sterling with a monitor roof (sec also 230 Upper North
Row Road, Arca Form AD), this building relates to the monitor-roofed cow shed at the LaMarche farm
at 7 Princeton Road (see Arca Form M: Brown Farm), suggesting that the monitor may have been
addcd after the farm was acquircd by Mr. LaMarche’s son, Oscar. The east end of the dairy barn is
abuttcd by a horizontal-board gable-roofcd extension, probably built in the 1930s, with a double panel-
and-glass door in the east end. The lattcr scction stands on a cinder-block base. Abutting the west cnd
of the cow stablc is a cross-gabled, drop-sided cll on a concrete block foundation--probably a 1930s milk
room (#485). A late-twentieth-century corrugated metal silo (#974) stands against the west end of the
barn, rcplacing the two silos which were listed for this farm in 1930.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE [x] see continuation sheet

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this area relales to the historical development of the
community.

’“f, North Row Road, part of the Bay Path dating back to 1647, was laid out in 1732 as a county road
shortly after Worcester County was established. It is the sccond oldest route in Sterling, an important
through-routc Icading west through thc north part of what was Lancaster’s Second Precinct, later
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE, cont.

Sterling as of 1781. By the early ninctcenth century, scveral prosperous farms and a cluster of
residences and small industrial buildings werc located along the cast cnd of the road ncar three mill
privileges on Wekepeke Brook, which parallels the road to the south. Over the years, the small village
east of this area that came to be called Pratt’s Junction became the largest chair-making center in
Sterling. Early owners of the chair shops there included Joel Pratt, Jr., and Thomas and Nathaniel
Lewis. In the early 1820s, the town of Sterling established a town farm, or "poor farm" for indigent
residents on an old farm that adjoined this arca to the west. Its latcr farmhouse remains at 53 North
Row Road (#---). The longtime Supcrintcndent of the town farm, Civil War vetcran John Boyden
Tuttle (1839-1889), owned the 70-acre farm at 43 North Row Road from the 1860s through 1880s.

Both of the adjoining farms that make up this area originated as one farm owned by the Palmer family.
While local historian Frances Tapley traced numerous deeds for the area, further research is needed
to verify whether the farm was established by John Palmer (1727-1806), or by one of his sons. Among
his children were two sons, William and Joseph Palmer. William Palmer (d. 1831) is shown as the
owncr of 43 North Row on the map of 1830; Joseph Palmer (ca. 1757-1832) as the owner of 35 North
Row. Joseph Palmer, who had served in the Revolutionary War, owned the sawmill on Wekepeke
Brook just to the south as recorded in town documcnts from 1825 through 1830, and it is likely that the
barn at 35 North Row was built with wood that was sawn there.

After the deaths of the two brothers in the early 1830s, William Palmer’s farm was owned for a time
by his son, Israel Palmer (b. 1809), and Joseph’s partly by his widow, Sally, and then by his son-in-law,
John May, who had married their daughter, Hitty (b. 1795) in 1823. While John May remained there
through at Icast 1857, by 1855 43 North Row was owned by Amory (Emory) Davison. He had come
to Stcrling from Stow, and marricd Caroline Maynard in 1827.

John May, likc many residents in the vicinity, was involved in Sterling’s thriving chair-making industry
in thc 1920s and 1930s. While he may have preparcd some chair parts such as plank seats at a chair
shop on the brook, he apparently did not own a lathe, as bectween November 1823 and January 1825
his name is rccorded for for ncarly sixty days’ rental of Joel Pratt, Jr.’s lathe. Another family member,
John Palmer (possibly a younger son) came into thc owncrship of the sawmill after Joseph’s death, and
is also listcd as owning his own shop in 1840.

By 1870, the house and farm at 35 North Row, as well as the sawmill on the brook, were owned by
George S. Lewis (b. 1829). Hc owned the farm through at Icast 1880, when according to the ccnsus it
consisted of 55 acres of meadow and orchard, with a 15-acre woodlot. (According to thc town tax
records, however, it was over 86 acres, with another 40 acre pasture, and Mr. Lewis was keeping a herd
of over a dozen cows). He was also cngaged in significant apple growing, and was onc of only a few
farmers in Sterling to grow pcaches at that time. The sawmill, however, appears to have ceased
operation by 1880.

John B. Tuttle owned 43 North Row by 1870, and apparently operated his own farm there while -
cmployed as Superintendent at the Town Farm next door.
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE, cont.
In the 1870s, both George Lewis and John Tuttle replaced their old farmhouses with Victorian
vernacular dwellings. John Tuttle died in 1889, and W. A. Dingley was the subsequent owner of his
farm, then mcasuring 70 acres. He had a small herd of cows, and raiscd chickens in two henhouses.

Twenticth-ccntury history

While the farm at 35 North Row Road is shown under the name of Evans on the map of 1898, research
by local historian Frances Tapley revealed that in the carly twentieth century members of the Wilder
family, Herbert S., his daughter-in-law Margaret, (widow of Galen Wilder, who appears to have lived
in thc small house east of the barn), and his son F. Earle Wilder were involved in the ownership of the
property. HerbertWilder is listed as the owner of the farm of 54 acres by 1900. At that timc it appears
that he was raising mostly poultry. By 1905 he had half a dozen cows, and had acquired 55 more acres
adjoining thc main farm to the cast. He gradually increased his dairy herd to over a dozen, but between
1925 and 1930 sold the main 54-acre part of thc farm, including the livestock, to his son, F. Earle
Wilder.

Earle Wilder and his wife, Bertha, continued farming here through World War II. About 1948 he sold

™\ thc property to Walter and Lilian Welch. A few years later the Welches built the milk room and the

- concrete-block cow shed. The barn and shed housed the herd of twenty Brown Swiss cows that they

leascd from Lester Sawyer of Hy Crest Farm at 5 Roper Road (see Area Form # ----, Hy Crest Farm)

as part of his innovative dairy herd leasing program. In 1955 the Welches sold the farm to Oscar and

Evelyn Bodwell, who assumcd the Hy Crest cattle lcase as well. By 1960, and until about 1985, Mr.
Bodwell bred and raiscd his own cattle on the farm.

In the early 1920s Harvey F. Martin acquired the farm at 43 North Row Road, then 78 acres, and
cstablishcd a dairy there, which he called Sunnyside Farms Dairy. In 1925 he had 31 cows and a bull,
and was raising chickens as well. In the 1940s or ’50s, the farm was purchased by Oscar LaMarche, son
of Alfredina Lamarche of 7 Princeton Road (Sce Area Form M: Brown Farm), who carried on the
dairy farm into the lattcr part of the twenticth century.

In the latc twentieth century, fiftcen acres north of the road on the old Palmer-May-Lewis Farm were
sold off, and houscs built along a ncw side strect called Calvin’s Lane. The house at 35 North Row now
stands on a onc-acre parcel, and a recent house for the owners’ son occupics a 1.75-acre lot on the
south side of the road where the old house of Galen Wilder once stood. The John Tuttle house at 43
North Row was demolished in 1997, but the farm continucs under active hay production on both sidcs
of the road.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community

Massachusctts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Sterling Palmer-Lewis and
Martin-LaMarche Farms
35, 43 North Row Rd.
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BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES | | see continuation sheet

Maps and Atlases: 35 N. Row: 1830: J. Palmer; 1855: J. May; 1870: Gceo. S. Lewis; 1898: Evans;
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Osgood, Samucl. "Sterling," in Hurd, D. H. cd. History of Worcester County, Mass. Vol I1.

Philadelphia: J.W. Lewis & Co., 1889.
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Tapley, Frances. Rescarch notes, 1971, (SHS).
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Historic Name Date
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479
480
481
483
482

973

976
484
485
974
488
975
486

487

977

30-10 35 North Row Rd.
30-10

30-8

23-6 43 North Row Rd.
30-9

23-6, 30-8, -9

George S. Lewis Housc 1875-1880
garage ca. 1930

Palmcr-May barn

attached cow shed carly 1950s
attached milk room carly 1950s
sawmill sitc carly 19th C.

J. B. Tuttle housc sitc late 19th C.

Martin-La Marche dairy barn ca. 1925

attachcd milk room carly 20th C.

silo late-20th C.
garagc ca. 1920s
root cellar ca. 1940s
hay barn ca. 1920s
hay barn 1990s
agricultural landscapc late-19th-

20th C.

2nd quarter 19th C.

Italianatc vernacular

utilitarian

utilitarian
utilitarian

sitc

sitc

utilitarian
utilitarian
utilitarian
utilitarian
utilitarian
utilitarian

utilitarian

landscapc

utilitarian
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Massachusetts Historical Commission 23, 30, 31 STERLING AC 489-492, 978-979

220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Town Sterling
Place (neighborhood or village)

Name of Area Lewis Homestead
71 North Row Road
Present Use
residential, ngricultural
Construction Dates or Period latc 18th C. to
mid-20th century
Ovcrall Condition

good

Major Intrusions and Altcrations 20th C.

outbuildings; 2001: 1-story addn. to housc

Skctch Map Acrcage _approx. 100 acres, with 36 more ad-
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within joining to northwest

it. Number each property for which individual Recorded by Forbes/Schuler, consultants
inventory forms have been compleled. Label streets

including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate Organization Sterling Historical Commission

sheet if space is not sufficient here. Indicate North.
Date (month/daylyear) Junc, 2001

SEE ATTACHED

Follow Massachuseuis Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form



AREA FORM
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION ([x] see continuation sheet

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community.

Gencral site layout

Although its carly outbuildings arc gone, and its carly-twenticth-century barn (#978) lics in a collapsed
statc west of the house, this large farm is onc of the more intact historic agricultural propertics in Sterling.
It is onc of scveral upland farms along North Row which arc aligned gencrally north/south, descending
south in adjoining parccls of land from high ground to the road, then crossing it and continuing in long
strips of mcadow and pasture down to the wetlands of Wekepeke Brook. The surviving buildings consist
of onc of Sterling’s better-preserved ca. 1790s Federal houses close to the north side of the road, a small
tarpaper-covered barn behind it which appears to be of mid-twenticth-century vintage, a modern vertical-
board three-bay equipment shed west of the house, and a deteriorated mid-twenticth-century sawmill
across the road.

Lewis House, latc-18th C. (#489)

The south-facing farmhousc is a large two-story side-gabled, onc-room-deep house, five bays across the
tacade, with a lower-roofed, three-bay, two-story cast wing and a new once-story northeast addition
composed of a long side-gabled wood-shingled outer section and an inner shed-roofed cll attached to the
rear of the existing wing. The building is clapboarded, with an asphalt-shingle roof. The above-ground
portion of the foundation is covered with concrete. The house has lost its original chimneys. There arc
presently two narrow twenticth-century exterior chimneys on the facade--a brick chimney toward the west
cnd of the wing, and acindcrblock one rising up the cast portion of thc main facade.

Windows at the first story arc post-1850 2-over-2-sash in flat casings flush with the wall surface, but
Fedceral-type 6-over-9-sash in plank frames with molded crowns survive at the second story of the main
block, their appearance cnhanced by the lack of storm or screen windows. The west end of the house has
onc 2/2 centered at the first story, and a 6/9 above it at the seccond. There is no window in the west end
of the attic. The sccond-story windows under the caves of the wing facade arc an unusual type--onc 3/2
sash and two 3/6's, aligned above the 2/2 windows below them. The cast end of the wing has two 2/2's at
the sceond story; the fenestration of the first story is presently being altered in conjunction with the
building of the northeast addition.

As the housc was divided for two familics from an carly date, it is likely that there was once a door in the
wing facade, now rcplaced by onc of the windows. The center entry of the main block is obscured by a
vertical-board storm door with two small glass pancs in the upper scction. Its surround, like those of the
tirst story windows, consists of an unadorned flat-board casing.

The architectural trim includes narrow corncrboards and a molded, boxed cornice with a decper soffit at
the. front than at the rcar. (The footprint of the building on thec map of 1898 shows a rcar cll or Icanto;
the latter, at Icast, might account for the discrepancy in the depth of the soffits.) A bed molding trims the
top of thc wall under the front cornice; there is no roof overhang at the gable cnds.

On the hill behind the housc is a small carly- or mid-twenticth-century side-gabled barn (#490), clad in
what appcars to be painted tarpapcer, with a corrugated metal roof. The side facing the strect has two
small two-panc windows, and to their west, a walk-in pancl-and-glass door with a single large square light
and horizontal pancls. Justwest of the drive to the barn and housc is a mid-twenticth-century gable-roofed
onc-story equipment shed (#491), clad invertical-board siding, with an asphalt-shinglc roof and a concrete
basc. Two of the cast-facing cquipment bays arc open, the third, ncar the street, is enclosed. Three 12-
panc windows arc positioncd on thc west side, and two on the south end. Dircctly across the road from
the housc, overgrown with young woods and underbrush, is Clayton Orr’s deteriorated mid-twenticth-
century sawmill (#492). It has a rusting side-gabled corrugated metal roof, and a horizontal-board wall
on the rear (north) side.

|x] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, a completed National-
Register Criteria Statement form is attached.

(SR

)
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BIBLIOGRAPHY/REFERENCES, cont.

Maps and Atlases: 1830: T & N Lewis; 1855: N & T Lewis; 1870: JA Pratt; 1898: AA Sampson.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION, cont.

Agricultural landscape 19th-20th C. (#979)

While much of the former orchard, meadow, and pasturcs of this largec farm are now obscurcd from the
road by trces, portions of thc orchard arc visible behind the farmstead, and the lower end of a mcadow
is visiblc rising up the hill cast of thc housc. The hay fields and meadows on the broad slope south of the
road, however, are some of the most cxpansive in Sterling.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE [x| see continuation sheet
Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this area relates to the historical development of the
communily.

Although much of it has grown up to woods, at 90+ acrcs, this old farm is one of few in Stcrling that is
as largc as it was in the early twentieth century, when Francis J. Orr owned it as a 93-acre dairy farm.
The origins of thc farm may datc as far back as thc 1780s, as Joseph Lewis was listed as a hcad of
houschold in this part of town in 1790. Whilc dced rescarch will be necessary to clarify the chain of
owncrship, Joscph Lewis died in 1815, and by 1830 the property is shown under the owncrship of T. & N.
Lewis. This apparently rcfers to Joscph’s sons, Thomas Lewis, (1777-1850), and Nathaniel Lewis (1792-
1859). (Altcrnativcly, since there was more than onc person named Thomas Lewis in Sterling in the early -
ninctcenth century, "T. Lewis” may have becen Thomas Lewis 11 [married in 1817)--apparently not the
Thomas born in 1777). Both Nathanicl and Thomas Lewis, II werc among Sterling’s many chairmakers
of the 1820s and 1830s. In 1839 Thomas Lcwis sold his chair shop to his assistant, Edward Burpec, who
went on to become one of Sterling’s principal later chairmakers up to the time of the Civil War.

Assscssor’s rccords show that by 1840 the tarm was owncd by Nathaniel Lewis and Thomas Lewis II. It
covered 173 acres, on which they were raising over a dozen cows and cattle, and a herd of sheep. By 1855,
Nathanicl, by then referred to as Deacon Nathanicl Lewis, and his son, Thomas E. Lewis (b. 1825), owned
thc farm. Another son of Nathanicl and his wife, Betsy, George Stillman Lewis, was then living ncarby
at 35 North Row.

It is possiblc that the farm was involved in a mortgage forcclosure after the Civil War. When writing on
Sterling’s older buildings for the Clinton Courant in 1872, W. E. Parkhurst refers to this farmhousc as
having been vacant for some time, and part of the cstate of chairmaker Joel Pratt. Joel Pratt, Jr., who
lived at the foot of North Row at Pratt’s Junction, was a frcquent lender and mortgage-holder in town.
According to rescarch by local historian Frances Tapley, the property was later in the posscssion of Joel
Pratt’s son, James A. Pratt.

The map of 1898 shows the farmhousc undcr the name of A. A. Sampson, with a barn to either sidc of it.
Early in the twenticth century, the farm, with 93 acres, was acquircd by Francis J. Orr. He carricd on a
dairy farm hcre for many years, on which by 1925 there was a barn/cowshed/silo combination, as well as
a henhouse and icchousc.

His son, Clayton S. Orr, who succceded to the farm’s ownership, operated a sawmill on the property, which
still stands in dctcriorated condition on the south side of the road. He died in 2000 at the age of 91. )
Today, the property is owned by Clayton Orr's son, Brian Orr.
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Area(s) Form No(s). ?
AC 489-492; 978-979
National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form
Check all that apply:
[x] Individually eligible [ ] Eligible only in a historic district
| ] Contributing to a potential historic district [ ] Potential historic district
Criteriaz: |[x] A [|] B [x] C [] D
Criteria Considerations: [] A [] B []C []D []E []F []G
Statement of Significance by __Forbes/Schuler, Consultants
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. . )

The old Lewis Homestead, which still occupics over 90 acres and retains a cluster of out buildings dating
from the carly- and mid-twenticth century, is eligible for the National Register under Criteria A and C.

The complex mects Criterion A for its long association with Sterling’s agricultural development, and with
the Lewis family, of whom scveral gencerations farmed and raised livestock on the property in the late
cightcenth- through most of the ninctcenth century.

The farm mects Critcrion C largely for its latc cighteenth-century two-family Federal farmhouse and for its
cxpansive agricultural landscape, which still includes orchards and hay ficlds on a charactcristic north-south
hillside farm that straddlcs North Row Road, descending to Wekepeke Brook.

In spitc of somc altcrations to thc housc and the loss of some outbuildings, the property retains integrity
of sctting, location, design, matcrials, workmanship, fccling, and association.
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AREA DATA SHEET

MHC# Parcel # Street Address Historic Name Date Style/type

489 23-3 71 North Row Road Lewis Housc late-18th C. Fedcral

490 " barn carly or mid- utilitarian

20th C.

978 " barn ruins early-20th C. utilitarian

491 "o cquipment shed mid- 20th C. utilitarian

492 23-2 sawmill mid-20th C. utilitarian

979 23-2, 23-3 agricultural landscape ~ 19th-20th C. hay meadows,

woods
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Massachusetts Historical Commission 20, 21 STERLING AD | 493-505, 980, 981
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, Massachusetts 02125
SR 3 /
Town Sterling
Place (neighborhood or village)
Upper North Row Road
Name of Area 205-230 Upper North Row Rd.
Present Use __residential, agricultural
il Construction Dates or Period _ca. 1800-1950
roll  ncgative numbers
Overall Condition
XVl 6 good
XXV 9-11, 13, 14, 20-23
XXVl 19 Major Intrusions and Alterations Latc 20th C.:
XXXIV 1 6 mid- and late-20th C. new or altered houses (218,
- 220, 223, 227, 229, 231 Upper North Row Road) -
Sketch Map Acreage approximately 150 acres
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within
it. Number each property for which individual Recorded by Forbes/Schuler, consultants
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets
including route numbers, if any. Attach a scparate Organization  Sterling Historical Commission
sheet if space is not sufficient here. Indicate North.
Date (month/day/year) May, 2001
SEE ATTACHED
. AN -~
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Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form
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AREA FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION  [x] see continuation sheet

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community.

General area description
The agricultural/residential arca along both sides of the center section of Upper North Row Road retains

much of the appcarance it had taken on by the middle of the twentieth century, in spite of the addition
of scveral later houses and the radical altcration of another. Three modest mid-ninctcenth-century houscs,
two of them with twenticth-century outbuildings remaining from their small farmstcads, arc located on the
north side of the road. On the south side at the west end of the arca is a large dairy tarm with a federal-
cra tarmhousc and a tarmstead of scveral twenticth-century outbuildings and ncarly a hundred acres of hay
ticlds, wetlands, and woods. To its cast arc a mid-twentieth-century housc, a highly altered ninctcenth-
century residence, and a rare surviving granite-sided blacksmith shop at the edge of the road.

N. Heywood House, 205 North Row Road ca. 1830s (#493)

Once associated with a small tarm of about twenty acres, this property beside the brook is now less than
an acre in size. The housc is a side-gabled Greek Revival Cape Cod cottage with a one-story, onc-room-
deep cll on the cast cnd which has recently been altered and lengthenced by several feet. The building is
clapboarded, with an asphalt roof; the foundation is granite-block on the front, and ficldstone on the back.
The high-walled facadc is five bays wide, with a center entry topped by a typical vernacular Greek Revival
shallow-pcaked fricze and crown molding. A broad panel in the fricze framed with applicd moldings
cchoces the peaked shape.  Although the door has been replaced, the full-length, five-panc sidelights
rcmain. The windows, which have replacement 6-over-1-sash, have flat, unadorned casings flush with the
siding. The lack of a roof overhang and returns on the gable ends harks back to the pre-Greek Revival
cra. A clearly Greek Revival feature, however, is the echinus molding which trims not only the front caves,
but the raking cnds of the roof, as well. A shed-roofed porch across the ell facade is of reeent vintage.

2i3 Upper North Row Road, "Robindale Farm"

While this property has been reduced to five acres around the former Rial and Moses Heywood farmhouse,
most of the old farm that straddlcs the Sterling/Leominster border has been preserved as conscrvation land
by the Town of Clinton as part of the watershed around the reservoir it established at Heywood’s Pond
(north of the area) in the late 1920s. The small two-part carly-twentieth-century barn which stands to the
cast of the housc replaces a larger one which stood to the north between it and the house. The foundation
stoncs for the older barn and a silo basc arc still in place in the back yard. This property once sat at the
apex of a sharp angle in the road. Late in the twenticth century, however, the curve was straightened
somewhat, adding morc land in front of the housc and present barn. The old stone wall-lined cart path
to the pond and Heywood chair factory site to the northsstill exists just west of this property as the right-of-
way to the rescrvoir.

Rial and Moses B. Heywood House, ca. 1828/ca. 1850 (#495)

The housce as scen today, though altered in the mid-twenticth century, has the gencral form of the
cnlargement that took place in about 1850, when a 2-story sidchall-entry, gable-front cottage with
small cast-sidc cll was added to an cxisting 14 by 22-foot housc which became the bulk of the cast
scction still there today. The main gable-front part of the building is three by two bays, with late-
twenticth-century 1 -over-1-sash windows and a pedimented nco-colonial doorway. (A photo from the
1960s shows the former 2-over-2-sash windows Jonly two at the upper story on the facade), and a wide
cntry of Greek Revival proportions, with filled-in sidclights, pilasters, and a broad fricze). The cast
cll was altered in the 1960s by the removal of a front porch and the addition of a pair of gabled front
roof dormers, as well as a rcconfiguring of the facade which includes a late-twenticth-century bay
window. An cxisting rcar cll was cnlarged at about the samc time, and asphalt siding was replaced
with the prescnt wood shingles.

| | Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National

Register Criteria Statement form.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION, cont.

Heywood blacksmith shop, 218 Upper North Row Road ca. 1835-1850 (#496)

While the Heywood family house at 220 Uppcer North Row was radically altered in the mid-twenticth century,
the old Heywood blacksmith shop is still recognizable at the cdge of the south side of the road. The shop
is a small squarc building with its west sidc built into the slope of the hill; the north side along the road is
composcd of massive split-granitc blocks. The cast and south sides arc wood-frame, now covcred with
tarpapcr. A ncarly flat corrugated mctal roof covers the low structure, and the wide doorway in the east side
is covered with corrugated aluminum. Two tall 12-panc windows arc located in the wall to the south of the
doorway, and four storm windows cover the opcnings on the south side. A plywood door is located at the
west end of the south wall.

221 Upper North Row Road

J. P. Heywood House ca. 1830s (#498)

The Greek Revival house which occupics a four-acre property at 221 North Row Road, like its
ncighbors to thc cast, backs up to open land to the north rcmaining from the large Heywood farm.
This broad, gablc-front building, one room deccp, with an cnclosed front gable, is a characteristic
Sterling housce-type of which several cxamples are found at "Pottery Village” in West Sterling center.
A small northcast rcar cll was greatly cnlarged in the latter part of the twentieth century. The housc
is clapboardcd, with an asphalt shingle roof and a granite-block foundation. The enclosed-gable
facade, possibly originally five bays widc at the first story, has 6-ovcr-6-sash windows, with the
cxception of a polygonal bay window with 4/4 sash on a brick base which projects from the east part
of the tacade. Three windows occupy the sccond story. The main center entry has four-light, two-
thirds-lcngthsidclights and a five-bay transom, with an outer surround of crcased molded boards and
plain cornerblocks. The door has eight pancls with applicd moldings, in an unusual arrangement of
a horizontal panel at the top and in the center, and two pairs of vertical pancels. The boxed caves and
roof overhangs are trimmed with an echinus molding; the cornice continues across the facade above
the first story, with a wide fricze board below it. Other trim includes narrow corner boards and water
tables abovce the foundation. A late-twenticth-century porch wraps around from the cast side of the
main housc to the south side of thc northcast cll.

Notable intcrior featurcs of the housc include Norfolk latchcs on the doors, and a somewhat
anachronistic centcr lobby cntrance with a threc-run stair and a lingering federal-style balustrade--with
three-inch-squarc newel posts with cushion caps, and squarc-dowel balusters. The mantelpicces,
however, have Greek Revival surrounds of creased moldings and cornerblocks, and appear to have
always been fitted for stoves, rather than fireplaces.

Livestock barn ca. 1940s (#499)

Just west of the housc, facing gable-end to the strect, is a small onc-story barn with a shallow-pitched
gabled roof, occupying the site of a former ninctcenth-century barn. The building is clapboarded, has
an asphalt-shingle roof, and stands on a concrcte slab. The roof has a deep overhang at each sidce,
supported on exposcd rafter-ends. A pair of overhcad-mounted sliding tonguc-and-groove doors with
diagonal braces is located in the center of the south facade; a walk-in door of the same typc occupies
7~ the southcast end. A pair of tonguc-and-groove swinging doors is located in the center of the north
- cnd.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION, cont.
A bricf interior inspection supports an carly nincteenth-century construction date for the main part
of the cast cll and a mid-century date for the main housc. The frame of the cll as visible in the
bascment is pegged, post-and-becam construction, with hewn sills on a ficldstone foundation. The
gablc-front portion of thc house rests on granite block at the top of the foundation, and has joists
approximately 2 x 7 inches.

Barnp (#494) ca. 1900

In the latc 1960s, the small 18 by 24-foot cxisting barn and attached east cow shed was converted to
a horsc barn and cnlarged by adding five fect to the south side of the main barn under an extcnsion
of thc main roof, and ncarly doubling thc width of the cow shed. An open-bay equipment shed added
to the north side in the 1960s was replaced in the 1990s by the present two-car, gable-roofed garage.
The building is clad largely in wood shingle over horizontal-board sheathing, and stands on a
ficldstonc foundation. A small square, louvered cupola is positioned in the center of thc main roof
ridge. Thc main wagon doorway, which has a late-twenticth-century vertical-board intcrior sliding
door, occupics thc approximate center of the west gable end, facing the house. A 6-panc window is
positionced in the wall to cither side of the doorway, and a 6/6 sash window is located under the gable
pcak.

The frame and intcrior layout of the barn present no clear evidence of the original floor plan, which
was converted for box stalls in the 1960s. The west end of the building is built against the hillside,
suggesting that the main wagon cntry was always in that elevation. The nailed, unbraced stud frame,
however, is rcinforced by a single north-south 7-inch-squarc tic bcam which would have cut across any
cast-west drive aisle. Most of the frame is vertical sawn. Joists supporting the circular-sawn loft floor
that fills thc roof space about three fect below the caves are about 2 x 7." Plates and end girts arc
doubled 2 x 7’s. Corncr posts arc 4 by 6-inches. The roof structurc is a common rafter system of
vertical-sawn 2 by 6" rafters, spaced 24 inches on center, and birdmouthed over the plates. The rafters
mcct at a narrow 6-inch ridge board, and support horizontal roof boards. The center part of the
structurc is rcinforced in the loft with a metal tic rod running from plate to plate, and two vertical tic
rods fixed to a trapczoidal wood frame. Collar tics of onc-inch-thick boards remain in place fastened
to four of the rafters with cut nails. Nails still in place on the other rafters indicate that each rafter
pair formerly had a collar.

The bascment under the main barn has a ficldstonc foundation on three sidcs; the cast end has a
vertical-board wall and a door in the northeast corner. The west end of the south foundation wall of
the original barn is opcn; a ficldstonce rctaining wall against the hillside south of the barn apparcntly
formed onc side of a path or livestock ramp into the cellar.  Arcas of whitewash remain on the
bascment ceiling boards and 5 x 7" joists.

The expandced rear cow shed, which formerly had stanchions for scveral cows, is now filled with horsc
stalls at thc ground level. The roof space, sceveral fect below that of the main barn, is a continuation
of the hayloft.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION, cont.

Murray dairy barn ca. 1915 (#502)
The large onc-story dairy barn is sitcd with its long sidc to the strect. A low monitor roof with six

two-panc windows along cach sidc cxtends the length of the ridge. A large cross-gabled wall dormer
centered on the north side of the barn has a vertical-board loft door and two four-pane windows in
the upper scction, and a wide overhcad-mounted vertical-board door with a threc-pane window in it
below at the first story. Six-panc stanchion windows linc the walls at the first story. Most of the barn
is covered with painted tarpaper siding above a high concrete-block basc; the roof is asphalt shingle.
Vertical-board siding is uncovered in a large portion of the west end of the building.

Abutting the northwest corner of the barn is a small onc-story clapboarded early-twenticth-century
milk room (#503), its gabled roof sct parallel to the ridge of the main barn. Three 6-panc windows
arc located on the north wall. A vertical-board door is centered in the west end.

Wagonhouse/equipment shed/shop ca. 1915 (#504)

A thrce-bay asphalt-sided cquipment shed/shop, formerly a wagonhousc, set end to the road, faces the
farmyard northwest of the barn. Its gabled roof is of uncven pitch, with the long rear west slope
descending lower than the cast. The two southcrnmost bays of the shed have overhead-mounted
sliding, vertical board doors; the northcrnmost bay is open. The doors cach have a 6-panc window in
the upper scction; two 6-panc windows arc located in the north cnd wall.

)
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE |[x] see continuation sheet
Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this area relates to the historical development of the
community.

Upper North Row Road, along with North Row Road to the cast, is part of the sccond oldest route in
Sterling, the county road laid out in 1732 that beccame an important through-route leading west through
the north part of town. In the carly ninctcenth century, scveral prosperous farms were located along it,
and a school was built on the western part, just cast of what is now the junction of Upper North Row and
Justicc Hill Roads. The origins of this longtime agricultural arca are in two farms--the property of Rial
Heywood (today’s 213 Upper North Row Road) which stretched north along the north-south scction of
Wcekepeke Brook ncar where it flows south under the road, and the farm of "J. Whitcomb" (230 Upper
North Row) a quarter-mile to the west. The owner of thc Whitcomb farm referred to on the map of 1830
was probably Jonathan P. Whitcomb, Jr. (b. 1762), who owncd the propcrty jointly with James W. Whitney.

Rial (also referred to as Urial, or Royal) Heywood (1790-1856) married Betsey Palmer, the daughter of
Joscph Palmer of 35 North Row Road (scc Arca Form AB) in 1814. He may have been associated with
his fathcr-in-law in the latter’s sawmill business on the cast part of Wekepceke Brook near the chair-making
center at Pratt’s Junction, and Mr. Palmer appcars to have owned most of the Heywoods’ 76-acrc farm
shortly aftcr the Heywoods came to Sterling. Rial Heywood was certainly involved with the chairmaking
industry, as there arce records of him supplying scat blanks to somce of the carly-ninetcenth-century Sterling
chairmakers. Prior to their moving to Sterling in about 1828, Rial and Betsey had lived in Winchendon,
and until 1827 in Fitzwilliam, Ncw Hampshirc, another New England chair-making center. The older post-
and-bcam scction of the house at 213 North Row (scc above) was apparcntly their first home in Sterling.

-~

~—
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION, cont.
The intcrior of the building is laid out in thrcc symmetrical bays, with a line of 4-inch-square posts at
cither sidc of a center aisle carrying 4 x 6-inch north-to-south bcams. 2 x 6" joists span the spaces
between the bcams. The building may have been built as a heifer barn, as the names of several hcifers
born in the carly 1980s arc still cvident on the frame. The intcrior is prescntly divided into horsc stalls,
with an cncloscd, horizontal-boarded room in cach sidc bay at the front of the building.

Henhouse ca. 1940s (#497)
Northcast of the housc is a shed-roofed, drop-sided henhousc with four window openings and a vertical-
board door in the long south side. Most of the west ¢nd has no wall.

230 Upper North Row Road carly 19th century
Gencral sitc layout. While the Town of Clinton now owns a considcrablc amount of the land north of the
road, thc Murray farm at 230 Uppcr North Row remains as the largest property, and the only true working
farm, lctt in this arca. It occupies a hundrcd acres on the south side of the road, and thirteen more on
the highcr north side that is owned by other family members. The farmstead is located south of the road,
with onc of Sterling’s most picturcsquc agricultural landscapes (#981) covering the rolling hills descending
behind it. Ficldstonc walls line portions of the cxtensive hay mcadows, which are interspersed and backed
with deciduous woods. Old sugar maplcs and stone walls linc portions of the roadside, as well. One
#~ modcrn fcaturc of thc landscapc is a mid-twenticth-century gable-roofed, open-sided hay barn (#505)
locatcd against the trces just west of the farmstead.

The ca. 1800 farmhousc stands close to the road, the west end of its long side wing abutting the fieldstone
rcmains of what appcars to be the foundation of the former barn shown in that position on the map of
1898. Dircctly behind the housc is a late-twenticth century fiberglass-roofed barn (#501) of the pole-barn
type. Just west of that is onc of three monitor-roofed dairy barns in the north part of Sterling (scc Arca
Form #AB: 43 North Row Road, and Form #41: 22 Legatc Road), with a one-story milkroom attached
to its northwest corncr. Bchind the southwest corner of the barn is a tall late-twenticth-century concrete
stavc silo (#980) with an aluminum domed roof. West of an unpaved drive that descends to the rear of
thc barn is a wagon house/equipment shed/shop of about 1915.

Whitcomb-Whitney House ca. 1800 (#500)

The farmhouse is a federal stylc 2 1/2-story, sidc-gabled, doublc-pile house with a long 1 1/2-story side
wing. Both scctions have fieldstone foundations, vinyl siding, and an asphalt-shingled roof. The main
facadc is asymmctrical, with two scts of 2-over-2-sash windows aligned at each story on thc outer
portions of the facade, but with the door positioned slightly to thc west of the center, and a second-story
window just cast of center. Both the main cntry and another centercd on the east end have two-light,
glass-and-pancl doors of thc mid-ninctcenth-century type. Windows are largely 2/2s, but a 6/6 rcmains
in the cast gablc, and a 6/9 in the west. Among the altcrations are the addition of a wood firc cscape
and a sccond-story door on the east cnd, and the loss of much trim detail to the re-siding. The lines
of a tederal-period roof, however, arc cvident in the molded, boxed cornice at the eaves, and the lack
of rcturns or a roof overhang at the gable cnds. Other altcrations include the asymmetrical fenestration
on the wing, and thc installation of a cinderblock chimney in the east part of the front roof slope. A
7~ brick chimney is positioncd behind the ridge toward the southwest corner of the main house.
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE, cont.
By the middlc of the ninctcenth century, there was a cluster of six houses on this scction of the road west
of Heywood Road, and the district school had been relocated to a site opposite the farmstead that by then
was ownced cntircly by James W. Whitney (1818-1892) at 230 Upper North Row. A dam across Wekepeke
Brook a half-milc to the north was now providing water power for a chair shop, onc of many in Sterling,
which was opcrating there. Its original proprictor was apparently Rial Heywood, followed by some
combination of his sons, and cventually by onc son, Mosces B. Heywood.

Most of the residents of the arca, in fact, were members of the Heywood family. The housc remembered
as thc main Heywood homestcad had been built on the south side of the road at 220 Upper North Row,
with a blacksmith shop to its cast. Whilc the house was radically altered in the mid-twenticth century, the
granitc-sided blacksmith shop (#496) rcmains closc to the road on the property of #218. In thc 1830s,
two other modest Greek Revival houses were built for other Heywood family members: 205 Upper North
Row is shown undcr thc name "N. Heywood" in 1855, and 221 Upper North Row as the residence of Rial
Hceywood's cldest son, Joseph Palmer Heywood (b. 1816). According to 1855 tax records, undcr thec name
of J. P. Heywood & Bros., in addition to the housc and a barn, hc owned 119 acrcs and the "mills,"
implying that thc Heywoods were operating more than the chair factory at that time. Moses B. Heywood
(1827-1908), marricd Maria Nichols in 1848, a likcly datc for the cnlargement of the housc at 213 North
Row, where they lived for the next several decades. Moses Heywood was a carpenter and builder as well

/™ as a chairmaker, and probably did the construction himsclf. Hc is known to have built many houses in the

Sterling vicinity.

In 1860, under Moscs Heywood, the chair factory had the sccond highest output of any in town, when it
produced 30,000 planked and turned chairs. The watcr power available from the brook may have been
inconsistcnt, however, and in 1860 Moscs was using mechanical power for his operations. The chair factory
was apparcntly discontinucd shortly aftcrward, as on thc map of 1870 it is shown as a sawmill, and lists
Moscs Heywood as a farmer and lumber dealer. By that time Moses Heywood had become onc of the
town’s most distinguishcd citizens. He was a Sclectman during the Civil War from 1864 through 1866, and
again in 1875, Asscssor in 1868 and 1869, and Statc Rcprescntative in 1874. Moscs’s ncphew, H.
Marcellus Heywood (1847-1933), apparcntly Joscph’s son, owned both the Heywood house on the south
sidc of the road and 221 Upper North Row for many years. James Whitney was still farming at 230 Upper
North Row through at Icast the carly 1880s, and a member of the Kendall family (possibly Ezra Kendall
of 77 Heywood Road), owned #205 for a time in the 1870s.

The Heywood sawmill burned down in 1895, and although the family blacksmith shop may have still been
opcrating, the arca had othcrwisc returned cexclusively to farming. Charles Hathaway ownced 205 in 1898,
and two Heywood widows resided at #s 213 and 221. Of the two big farms with farmsteads on the south
side of the road, at the turn of the century H. Marccllus Heywood still occupied the castcrnmost, and
Ephraim H. Murray had acquircd 230 Upper North Row, then measuring a hundred acres, where he was
running a dairy farm and raising cattlc.
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE, cont.

Twenticth-century history

Whilc the Heywood farms were apparcntly sold out of the family in the carly twentieth century, Ephraim
Murray owncd 230 Uppcer North Row for the rest of his life, and it is still owned and farmed by his
descendants. By 1914 he had over two dozen cows, and in 1930 he was running one of Sterling’s larger
Dcpression-cra dairy tarms, with over thirty cows, a bull, and a flock of chickens. The monitor-roofed
dairy barn appcars to have been built in the late 1910s, as well as the equipment shed/wagon house. The
North Row schoolhousc closcd in 1899, and Mr. Murray purchascd it some years afterward. The building
was cventually moved to Ashby in 1946. 230 Upper North Row was a working dairy farm until 1987, when
the cows were sold. Haying is still done on the property today.

By 1900 Charles Hathaway had died, and 205 Upper North Row, with its house, barn, and 17 acrcs, was
owncd by his estate. Marccllus Heywood ownced two of the houses and their associated farms, and Moses
B. Heywood had apparently moved to Sterling center.

By 1930 the former Moses Heywood farm at 213 Upper North Row had been acquired by Merton
Biathrow and his wifc, Lizzie, who had five cows and a horse in that year. They also owned 205 Upper
North Row for a time. Their farm had been reduced to 18 acres from the former 88, howcever, as in 1925-
26 the Town of Clinton bought most of it for a reservoir, including the millpond, chair factory site, and
considcrable acrcage over the town line in Lcominster. Plans for the reservoir refer to the pond as
"Heywood Rescervoir,” and the dam that was built or enlarged as "Heywood Dam." According to longtime
ncighbors, when the reservoir was built, some of the workhorses for the project were housced in the barn
at #213. The Biathrows were succeeded by James Cunningham, who owned the farm into the 1950s, and
sold off #205 scparatcly.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [ ] see continuation sheet
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MHC# Parcel # Street Address Historic Name Date Style/type
493 21-19 205 Upper North Row Rd. N. Heywood Housc ca. 1830s Greek Revival
495 21-18 213 Upper North Row Rd. R. & M.B. Heywood ca. 1828/1850 Grk. Rev. vernac.
House
494 " barn early 20th C. utilitarian
496 21-17 218 Upper North Row Rd. Hceywood blacksmith shop  ca. 1835-1850 utilitarian
498 20-15 221 Upper North Row Rd. J. P. Heywood Housc ca. 1830s Greek Revival
499 .o livestock barn ca. 1940s utilitarian
497 " henhouse ca. 1940s utilitarian
oo 20-2 230 Upper North Row Rd. Whitcomb/Whitney Housec  ca. 1800 Federal
502 " Murray dairy barn ca. 1915 utilitarian
s3 -~ " milk room early 20th C. utilitarian
980 " silo mid-20th C. utilitarian
504 " wagonhousc/shed/shop ca. 1915 utilitarian
501 " barn late-20th C. utilitarian
505 . hay barn mid-20th C. utilitarian
981  20-2, 20-11 agricultural landscape 19th-20th C. landscape
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION  [x] see continuation sheet

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community.

General site layout

Although the agricultural specialties of this farm changed over the course of the twentieth century, at 83
acres this Justice Hill orchard and farmstead arc more intact than most of the other historic agricultural
properties in the northwest part of Sterling. Perched high on the slope of one of Sterling’s highest hills,
the property commands a magnificent vicw over Hycrest Pond to the wooded hills to the north and
northeast.

)

A rolling agricultural landscape (#982) of apple orchards occupies nearly fifty acres of high ground on the
south side of the road, and about twenty-five more on the north side from Roper Road on the west to the
intersection of Upper North Row Road on the east. The farmstead is located midway along the north side
of a scction of road partially lincd with ficldstonc walls and vencrable sugar maple trees. The older
buildings of thc farmstead, barely visible from the road, are spread out down the slope northeast of the
farmhouse, which is a stylish 1899 gable-front Italianate/Queen Anne sidehall-entry house with an attached
barn or carriagchouse. The freestanding outbuildings include a small two-part early-twentieth-century
gable-roofed, shingled barn, a low, flat-roofed apple storage barn built into the hill like a root cellar, and
a 1950 gablc-roofed storage barn (#507). There are two intrusions--a simply-detailed late-twentieth-
century ranch house on an area of asphalt-topped fill between the house and apple barn, and a huge,
windowlcss corrugatcd aluminum apple storage barn (#511) just northwest of the house. A line of tall
spruce trees partially screens the storehouse from the farmhouse. A small pre-fabricated gambrel-roofed,
vertical-board shed on the south side of the road was added within the past few years.

Elijah Gould House, 1899 (#510) D. Herbert Hosmer, builder

This recently restored house is one of the few large late Victorian farmhouses in the outlying sections of

Sterling. Displaying a combination of lingering Italianate and early Quecn Anne influences, it is a tall 2 7
1/2-story, side-hall-entry, gable-front building with a number of appcndages. A long 2 1/2-story cross-
gabled wing extends to the east, with a lower rear cll behind it, linked at the northeast corner to a large
gablc-front carriagehouse or barn. Typical of the sculptural quality of 1890s houses, there are three types
of full-height, projecting bays--a flat-roofcd two-story polygonal bay on the west part of the main facade,
a rectangular gable-roofed bay projecting from thc rear west side of the building, and a small, square, two-
story flat-roofcd bay in the angle of the house and wing. An open veranda on turned posts, with sawcut
brackets and a spindle balustrade, wraps around from the main front of the house to span the full width
of the east wing. The house is sided with wood clapboard, stands on a granite-block foundation, and has
an asphalt shingle roof. Three brick chimneys rise from the roof slopes--two on the west sidc of the main
roof, and one toward the inncr cnd of the front slope of the wing. In addition to the turned and bracketed
veranda, other architectural trim includes a molded, boxed, overhanging cornice with gable-cnd rcturns and
a widc, moldcd fricze, embellishced at the corners and on the front bay with paired scroll brackets.

All the windows in the house arc 1-over-1-sash, most set into flat surounds with a narrow molding across
the top. The main facade is two bays wide, with a paired 1/1 in the gablc peak, and a single window in
the cast half of the second story over the main entry. The door, which appears to be a recent replacement,
has a large glass light over two raised panels. A similar door occupies the third of the four bays across the
facade of the wing. The sccond story of the wing is three bays long, with windows which are not aligned
over those at the first story. The east side of the main house in front of the wing and corner bay has one
1/1 at the first story only. The square corncr bay has a single 1/1 on each side at both storics. At the two-
bay cast cnd of the wing, the gable window is paircd. Due to the slopc of the hill, the basement story there
is full-hcight, with a modcrn doublc-lcaf pancled door at the south, and two 1/1s in the north portion. The
west side of the main house has one window at each story toward the front. The south side of the
northwest rectangular bay has a paired 1/1 at each story, and a single window at the second and in the -
gable on the west side. .

[ ] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National
Register Criteria Statement form.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION, cont.

The low rear ell abuts the corner of a broad, gablc-front carriagehouse or barn (#509), also on a
granitc-block foundation. Its pedimented, or enclosed-gable facade has been altered by the insertion
of a large overhead paneled garage door which fills the cast section at the first story. A walk-in door
is located west of thc garage opcning, near the housc. Above the doors in the gable are four windows--
two 6-over-6-sash in the peak, and two six-pane windows below them at sccond-story, or loft level.
There are no windows or door on the east sidc. A small square cupola at the center of the roof ridge
with a rectangular louvered vent in cach side appears to be of recent vintage.

Barn (#508) Early 20th century

The oldest free-standing outbuilding appcars to be a small 1 1/2-story, gable-roofed, wood-shingled
barn--possibly Louis Blanchard’s slaughterhouse--set well back from the road down the hill to the
northcast. Attached to its southwest gable end is a lower wing, also wood-shingled.

Apple storage building (#506) Early 20th century

Close to the road east of the farmhouse and later ranch house is a low, square one-story building with
a shallow corrugated metal shed roof, its south and west walls builtinto the hill. Its granite-block south
wall suggests that this building may incorporate the foundation of one of the two barns shown in this
position on the 1898 map. Along the full-hcight east side, which is clad in vertical-board, are a double-
leaf door in the center, and another reccssed at the northwest corner, which is supported by a brick pier.
A small 6-pane window is located between the doors; another is in the south part of the wall. The low
upper portions of the south and west walls which extend above grade are clad in corrugated metal. A
cinderblock chimney rises from the southeast corner of the roof.

Storage barn 1950 (#507)
A broad, low building with only its gabled, corrugated metal roof visible from the road is set back from
the road behind the ranch house.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE [x] see continuation sheet
Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this area relates to the historical development of the
community.

Eljjah Gould owned a small farm in Sterling as early as 1880. By the end of the nineteenth century,
however, he was one of the major landowners and dairy farmers in town, with over 464 acres of land,
and a dairy herd of five dozen head. Much of the land he owned was made up of several previously
establishcd farms. In 1898 he owned not only this 145-acre farm on Justice Hill, but one of the former
Roper family farms with its house, outbuildings, and 95 acres, and a former Mace farm of 90 acres, as
well as several other parcels of agricultural land ranging from 27 to 77 acres. Much of it had grown up
to woods, from which he cut and sold a considcrable amount of timber.

A farm belonging to the Gerry family and later to William Reed had existed at this location for several
generations. In 1898-99 Mr. Gould had the old Gerry house moved a short distance to the east to
become a freestanding carriage house, and hired local carpenter D. Herbert Hosmer to crect this stylish
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late Victorian farmhouse. Another farmhouse on the part of the property dircctly across the road,
which had belonged to ninetcenth-century farmer and chairmaker Benjamin Sawyer Stuart, burned down
in 1903. In 1976 the convertcd Gerry housc burned down, as well.

Elijah Gould was a dairy farmer, with a herd of cows which increcased from about two dozen in 1892
to over sixty at the end of the deccade. In 1898 hc owned a varicty of livestock, was raising chickens in
a 12 x 60-foot henhousc, and had esablished a sizable orchard of both apples and other fruit. By the
timc of his dcath in 1904 his home farm had been reduced to 97 acres. Mr. Gould’s widow, Allie
Gould, owncd the property for several years after her husband’s death.

It was next acquired by Louis C. Blanchard, who further developed large orchards on the old farm.
He set out his first 2000 trces in 1919. In the 1930s he owned 194 acres, and had a slaughterhouse as
well as the orchard business. By the late 1940s the property was under the ownership of his son, John
Blanchard, who continued to run the orchards still located on the property today.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [ | see continuation sheet
Maps and Atlases: 1898: Elijah Gould.
Osgood, Samuel. "Sterling," in Hurd, D. H. ed. History of Worcester County, Mass. Vol II.
Philadclphia: J.W. Lewis & Co., 1889.
A Bricf History of Sterling, Massachusctts. 1931.
Sterling Historical Society: property files, ncwspaper and magazine articles; Sterling Tax Records.
Various yecars from 1821 to 1973.
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MHC# Parcel # _ Street Address Historic Name Date Style/type
510 13-1 175 Justice Hill Rd.  Elijah Gould House 1898-99 Italianate/Q. Annc
509 " attachcd barn/carriagehouse ca. 1900 utilitarian
508 18-17 barn carly 20th C. utilitarian
507 "o barn/storage building 1950 utilitarian
506 ‘o apple storage building early 20th C.  utilitarian
511 " mctal apple storage barn late 20th C. utilitarian
982 18-16, 18-17 agricultural landscape late-19th- orchards

-~ 20th C.
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220 Morrissey Boulevard
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Town Sterling

Place (neighborhood or village)

Justice Hill

Name of Area Stuart-Nelson Farm
34 Lucas Road

Present Use ___residential, agricultural

Construction Dates or Period early 19th- to
_'HIQI)'ITC_t -

roll negative numbers “mid-
Overall Condition
XXV 2431
good
XXXIII 32
Major Intrusions and Alterations late-20th C.:
' aluminum garage; A-frame lumber shed
F\Sketch Map Acreage 22.3 acres
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within
it. Number each property for which individual Recorded by Forbes/Schuler, consultants
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate Organization Sterling Historical Commission

sheet if space is not sufficient here. Indicate North.
Date (month/daylyear)  June, 2001

SEE ATTACHED
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION  [x] see continuation sheet

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community.

General site layout

Although it appears to have lost its pre-1900 outbuildings, this farm today maintains the common
arrangement of the house on one side of the road and the working farmstead opposite it on the other.
While most farmsteads of this type in Sterling are oriented with the farmhouse on the higher side of the
street, here the opposite relationship prevails. The house stands on a long narrow strip of land on the
lower, west side of the road, with its back to Stuart Pond. Directly across the road on a rocky, shallow-
rising landscape (#992) of rocky pasture and meadow, lined with fieldstone walls and backed by trees, is
a cluster of largely late-twenieth-century farm buildings, including a henhouse, a hay storage shed, a late-
twentieth-century vertical-board pole barn (#527) next toanopen-sided A-frame lumber storage shed, and,
on the sitc of a former ninctecnth-century barn, a two-level stucco- and vertical-board barn of two cross-
gabled scctions. The latter building may incorporate some of the structurc of the former barn.

Ralph R. Stuart House, early 19th C. (#526)

From the exterior, it is not clear which of the two parts of this house predated the other. It is a large L-
plan 2 1/2-story building with a long north-south, side-gabled section facing the street, joined at the north
end to a slightly shorter east/west wing. The two roofs come together at a hipped corner, rather than as
intersecting gables. The building is clapboarded, and has anasphalt shingle roof. A stuccoed chimney rises
from the center part of the ridge of the northwest scction. A long one-story garage ell extending north
from the its west end appears to have been formerly a shed ell. The ell is clad in vertical board on the
north end, and has a recent overhead vinyl-and-glass garage door in its mid-section. An entry in the south
corner, against the house, is sheltered by a shallow shed roof on square posts. A low brick chimney rises
from a point southwest of the roof ridge.

The main east facade of the building is a symmetrical arrangement, five bays wide, but has no door. The
windows are 6-over 9-sash at the upper story, and 2/2 at the first, set into flat casings flush with the siding.
The north elevation of the house is four bays, with two windows aligned above each other at each story
toward the east, and two at the upper story in the west portion, over the end of the ell. Here, too, the
upper-story windows are 6/9, while windows at the first story are 2/2. The architectural trim of the house
includes a molded, boxed cornice, with neither a roof overhang nor cornice returns on the gable ends.

The south end of the house has a 6-over-6-sash window in the gable peak, and a single 6/6 in the east part
of the wall at the second story. Spanning the first story of the south gable end is a one-story hip-roofed
enclosed porch or sunroom of carly-twenticth-century vintage, glazed with a line of paired 2/2 windows.
This section contains the present main entry—a multi-light glass door in a one-story vestibule.

Barn, early 20th C. (#528)

The barn is composed of many sections, spread out along the hillside. Except as noted, they stand on
concrete or concrete-block foundations. The main part of the building is a small side-gabled two-story
barn, about 25 feet long, with a corrugated aluminum roof, late-20th-century vertical-board siding on the
upper part of the wall, and asphalt siding on the lower part. A tall window occupies the upper north gable
peak; the rest of the windows-—three in the lower west side and three on the south end—-are 4-pane sash.
A loft opening without a door is located in the east portion of the upper level of the south gable end, and
a vertical-board walk-in door at the lower, concrete-block level. A leanto cowshed, which has three
stanchion windows on its south end, spans the east, uphill side of this barn, and a rccent cylindrical,
corrugatcd mctal Brock silo (#991) abuts its north cnd.

[x] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National

Register Criteria Statement form.
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Sterling Stuart/Nelson Farm
34 Lucas Road
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION, cont.
Bisecting the southwest corner of the main barn is a smaller, lower two-level, cross-gabled wing--possibly
an older outbuilding. A portion of its north foundation is fieldstone. This section has an asphalt shingle
roof, and is clad in late-twentieth-century vertical-board siding. It has two widely-spaced 1/1 windows at
the main level on the south side and the west end, and another window opening in the west gable peak.
The southwest part of the basement level is open on the west.

Two one-story appendages extend diagonally to the south, one behind the other, off the southeast corner
of the leanto--a gable-roofed, vertical-board shed with one small 6/6 window on the southwest side, and
a concrete-block uncven-pitched gable-roof shed with twosmall single-pane windows in the southwest gable
end.

Henhouse early or mid-20th C. (#529)

A small shed-roofed henhouse, about eight feet square, stands on the upper part of the pasture behind the
barn. This is also sided with vertical board, and has a centered door and two widely spaced 1/1 windows
on thc higher, southeast side.

Hay shed mid-20th C. (#530)

Closer to the road, southwest of the barn, is a vertical-board hay storage shed with an asphalt shingle roof.

About 14 feet long and 10 feet deep, it has a gabled "saltbox" roof, higher and shorter on the southeast
A\ sidc, with a long, low rear slope. The building is windowless, but has two broad rectangular openings in

the upper part of the southeast side, one of which is presently covered with a board door.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE [x] see continuation sheet

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this area relates to the historical development of the
community.

Further rescarch will be necessary to clarify the construction date of the farmhouse here. Judging by its
appearance, it may have been built around the time of the marriage of its first known owner, Ralph Rice
Stuart (1795-1872) to Nancy Mirick of Princeton in 1816. She died in 1829, and Mr. Stuart was married
again, to Pamela Osgood, also of Princeton, in 1831--a possible date for the building’s enlargement. As Lucas
Road did not exist until the mid-nineteenth-century, the house originally would have been oriented north

toward Justice Hill Road, part of the east-west county road laid out through the north part of town in the
1730s.

Ralph Stuart, like several of the residents of the northwest corner of Sterling, was a chairmaker as well as a
farmer. Although he is not listed as such on the manufacturing census of 1820, he is mentioned as a
chairmaker in the day book of journeyman Elbridge Gerry Reed as early as 1829. He was the younger
brother of farmer and chair manufacturer Benjamin Stuart, Jr., whose large farm was located a short distance
to the cast on the road that today is called Justice Hill Road Cut-Off, and whose wife was thc sister of Nancy
Mirick Stuart. Ralph Stuart was also a sawycr, and while his brothcr concentrated on chairmaking, Ralph was
apparcntly involved for a time in opcrating the sawmill to the south at "Stuart’s Dam" on Justice Brook. (See
Arca Form AH, "Williams Farm.") The upper part of the mill pond created by the dam for the sawmill, called
Stuart(’s) Pond, is a significant part of the setting of this property, and probably inundated a substantial
amount of Ralph Stuart’s farmland when it was enlarged by the rebuilding of the dam in about 1856.
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE, cont.

The farm that Ralph Stuart was operating just prior to the enlargement of the pond was 100 acres, having
grown from 66 in 1830. With a total of cight cows and cattle reported for 1850, it was one of the many dairy
farms of that time with a herd of less than a dozen head. In 1855 it measurcd only 65 acres, but by 1870,
toward the cnd of his life, Ralph Stuart’s acrcage had incrcased to 125 acres, and hc had added a small
orchard to his opcrations.

By 1900 the farm was under thc owncrship of the Lucas family, with K. E. Lucas, (apparcntly Edward Lucas),
shown as the owncr on the map of 1898. His wife is listed as the owner in 1900.

By 1930, the farm had apparently been acquired by the Nelson family, who still own it today. The owner at
that time was Bernard H. Nelson. In the 1950s and 1960s the property was owned by Herman R. Nelson; it
was acquired in the mid-1990s by Herbert and Priscilla Nelson, who still have a small herd of cows.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [ | see continuation sheet

Maps and Atlases: 1830: RR Stuart; 1855: R. Stuart; 1870: RR Stuart; 1898: KE Lucas.

Osgood, Samucl. "Sterling," in Hurd, D. H. ed. History of Worcester County, Mass. Vol II.
Philadelphia: J.W. Lewis & Co., 1889.

Sterling Historical Society: propcrty files, newspaper and magazine articles; Sterling Tax Records,
various years from 1821 to 1973.

U.S. Census: manufacturing schedules for 1820, 1860; agricultural schedules for 1850, 1870, 1880.

Vital Records of Sterling and Princeton.

White, Frank G. Ledger-Domain: Sterling, Massachusetts, an early 19th century seat of chairmaking.
Chroniclc of thc Early American Industrial Association. XLIV, No. 4, Dcc. 1991.

AREA DATA SHEET

MHC# Parcel # _ Street Address Historic Name Dqte Style/type
526 4-6 | 34 Lucas Road Ralph R. Stuart House carly 19th C. Federal

528 4-5 Barn early-mid 20th C. utilitarian
530 4-5 hay shed mid-20th C. utilitarian
991 4-5 silo late-20th C. utilitarian
529 4-5 henhouse early or mid-20th C. utilitarian
527 4-5 pole barn late-20th C. utilitarian
992 4-5; 4-6 agricultural landscape 19th-20th C. landscape
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Massachusetts Historical Commission Community Property Address
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125 Sterling Stuart/Nelson Farm
34 Lucas Road
Area(s) Form No(s).
AG 526-630, 991, 992

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:

[x] Individually eligible [ ] Eligible only in a historic district

[ ] Contributing to a potential historic district [ ] Potential historic district

Criteria: [x] A [] B [x] C [] D

Criteria Considerations: [] A []B []C []D []E []F []G

Statement of Significance by _ Forbes/Schuler, Consultants
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here.

The Stuart-Nelson Farm, which still covers 22 acres and retains a cluster of farm buildings and structures
dating from the early nineteenth- through mid-twentieth centuries, is eligible for the National Register under
Criteria A and C.

Whilc morc information needs to be obtained about its later history, the farm meets Critcrion A for its long
association with Ralph Stuart (1795-1872) of the chair-making Stuart family, who was also involved with the
family sawmill south of the farm on Justice Brook.

The farm mecets Criterion C for the survival of well-preserved architectural and agricultural resources from
scveral cras. They include the two-part Federal farmhouse, and several outbuildings and structures of the
carly- and mid-twentieth century, as well as a working landscape of cow pastures and hay fields which has
changed little over the course of generations.

The property retains integrity of setting, location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.



T STUART'S

=

. STE.
- BTEELNG WA
L - 63 AcC
- - STuhar- NiRSoR  TTARM
Axehon a4tucsz Road comouon T o
MASSACHUSETTS

LEOMINSTER ~ STATE  FOREST

AG



MALKL do. STE. AG

Vg,

O utbuildings. 20

HOUINVENTORY FORM CONMIINUATION SHER T == W00 g v

o




FORM A - AREA Assessor’s Sheets

USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area

Massachusetts Historical Commission 4,5, 12-14, STERLING AF | 512-525, 983-990
220 Morrissey Boulevard 18,19
Boston, Massachusetts 02125
~
Town Sterling

roll ncgative number

XXI 1, 2, 4,9, 10, 20, 24-28, 29-32, 35
XXIV 1,2,5,6
XXIX 20-23

m

Sketch Map

" Draw a map of the area indicatinﬁropeﬂws within
it. Number each property for which individual
inventoiy forms have been completed. Label streets
including route numbers, if an;:. Attach a separate
sheet if space is not sufficient here. Indicate North.

Place (neighborhood or village)

Justice Hill

Name of Area _Hy Crest Farm; Sylvester Roper.
Farm (5 Roper Road)

Present Use

residential, agricultural (horse farm)

Construction Dates or Period ca. 1804-mid-
T Z20th C.
Overall Condition
good

Major Intrusions and Alterations -

late-20th C. cottage, swimming pool, pool house

Acreage ____ approximately 250 acres

Recorded by Forbes/Schuler, consultants

Organization Sterling Historical Commission

Date (month/daylyear) May, 2001

SEE ATTACHED

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form



AREA FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION  [x] see continuation sheet
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community.

General site layout

Omeof Stertimg'soldest continously operating farms, Hy Crest Farm is still one of the largest in town. It
covers over 500 acres on the crest of Justice Hill, commanding vistas north into Leominster and south over
Sterling. Its rolling agricultural landscape (#990) includes numerous pastures, pens, and paddocks lined with
board fences. Much of the property consists of hay meadows and some lingering orchards laced with
fieldstone walls and connected by tree-lined cart paths and farm lanes. On the farmstead itself, a longtime
manure-pit/disposal area lies just west of the main barn, and small barnyard/livestock enclosures fenced with
wire or wood are located adjacent to the lowerstories of two of the barns. A three-level grassed terrace with
rubble rctaining walls forms a transition between the utilitarian part of the farmstead and the more formal
sphere of thc house. One of thc most picturcsque fcatures of thc farm is Hy Crest Pond (#989), an
irregularly shaped 90-acre pond created by the farm’s owner in 1949, which fills a hollow cast-northeast of
the farmstead. Its 1949 concrete dam (#988), which is located close to the north side of Justicc Hill Road,
has concrete abutments and a rubble spillway with a culvert in its west portion. “Hycrest, 1949" is incised on
a concrete panel which covers thc gate mechanism. The pond is the source for a state-of-the-art post-war
water/fire-fighting system (#987) which brought water via underground piping to a number of fire hydrants
located among the buildings of the farmstead.

Thirteen buildings and structures, some of them linked by enclosed passageways and ells, make up the large
farmstcad situatcd at the end of Roper Road, a short lane leading north from Justice Hill Road. While most
of their functions are not precisely known today, tax records of the 1950s and 1960s mention a milking barn,
maternity barn, bottling plant, brecding scction, and a bull pen. The assemblage stretches to the north and
a short distance to the east and west of the farmhouse, the Sylvester Roper House (#512) of ca. 1804. The
farmstead includes two houses, four barns, an ice-cream plant/lodge, several minor outbuildings, a silo,
Sterling’s only surviving windmill, and one of the town’s few remaining raised water tanks. Except where
noted below, all the outbuildings and structures are clapboarded, and have asbestos shinglc roofs. The only
significant intrusions, well screened by landscape plantings, are a swimming pool and pool house of about 1990
and a one-story board-and-batten cottage just to their west of about 1970. In spite of the farmstead’s
vulnerability to weather in its exposed hilltop location, building losses over the years have been less than might
have been expected. What appear in a ca. 1950 photo to have been two long one-story cattle barns on the
northwest and southwest portions of the farmstead are gone, a small outbuilding on the site of the swimming
pool was removed, and thrce silos have been taken down. Town records also report three pighouses and at
lcast two hcnhouses which are no longer extant.

Sylvester Roper House, ca. 1804 (#512)

This turn-of-the-nineteenth-century, south-facing house is one of several 2 1/2-story, double-pile, center-
chimney dwellings built in Sterling around that time. Clad in clapboard, it stands on a ficldstone foundation
and has an asphalt shingle, side-gabled roof. A two-story cross-gabled wing extends to the rear from the
northwest part of the main block, and an altered, formerly 1 1/2-story shed ell projects east from the housc
to connect with a late-nincteenth-century cross-gabled carriagehouse. A glassed-in porch spans the length of
the west sidce of the housc. Altcrations to the building sincc 1950 include the raising of the cast wing to two
storics, the cnclosurc of the west porch, and possibly the extension of the rear wing to the north.

The main facade is five bays wide, with 8-over-12-sash windows set into frames flush with the siding. The
main center entry has an early-twentieth-century panel and glass door in a sidelighted surround; its broad
pedimented cntry porch supported on a pair of Tuscan columns appears to date to about 1920. An entry with
a mid-twenticth-ccntury pancl- and multi-pane glass door in the east wing facade is also sheltered by a
pedimented entry hood. Other fenestration on the wing facade is a varied collection of late-twenticth-century
windows, with the exception of a 2/2 and onc 3/3 eycbrow window toward the north ecnd. The 3/3 window
rcmains from what appcar in old photos as at least thrce tucked high under the original eaves of the wing.

[x] Rccommended for listing in the National Registcr of Historic Places. If checked, a completed National-

Register Criteria Statement form is attached.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION, cont.
Each gable end of the house has 8/12 windows--a widely-spaced pair at each story on the south end, and on
the north, in front of the ell, a doublc 8/12 at each story. A 6/6 window occupies each gable peak. The house
trim includes a molded, boxed cornice, with returns on the gable ends, and narrow cornerboards.

The attachcd carriage house (#513), which appcars to date to the end of the nineteenth century, has a gablec-
front facade, facing south. A paved ramp supportcd by a rubble rctaining wall on the cast sidc riscs to the
main carriagc cntry, which is fitted with two modcrn overhead panel-and-glass garage doors under a wide,
slightly projccting pediment. Two 2-ovcr-2-sash windows occupy the gable above the doors. On the east side,
the full-height basement story displays a stuccoed wall toward the rear, and toward the front, a recently
rcplaced vertical-board sliding door and two 2/2 windows. At the main story above it arc two 2/2’s, in a wall
that flares outward slightly at sill level. An octagonal cupola with a louvered opening in each side graces the
center of the roof ridge.

Intcrior and structure
The main house is arranged around the familiar center-chimney plan, with two front rooms at each story on
either side of the chimney, a front lobby entrance with three-run stair, and in the rcar pile, a large former
kitchen with small bedroom and partially enclosed stair at the west end. Corner posts retain their simple
casings; crown moldings remain at the tops of the walls and posts. Plaster ceilings and the casings of plates,
girts, and summer beams have been removed, exposing sawn 3 1/2 x 4" joists in the front rooms and 4 x 6"
joists in the rear former kitchen. The summer beams of the front first-story rooms run front-to-back, a
#=~,  curious anomaly which is more characteristic of Essex County building practices than of Worcester County.
The fircplaces have characteristic Federal molded surrounds and simple mantel shelves. Both the lobby
entrance staircase and the back kitchen staircase have square-dowel balustrades with newel posts
approximatcly 4" square.

Roper cow barn, ca. 1885 (#516)
The major outbuilding on the farmstead is actually a building of three distinct parts. The largest section is

a long three-level New England dairy barn on a fieldstone foundation, dating to about 1885, positioned with
its main gablc-cnd entry facing west in a wall built into the slope of the hill. The long side of the building
is parallel to the house. This may be the barn mentioned in 1898 as being 36 by 45 feet; if so, it would have
becn cxtended, as it appears to be at Icast 75 fcet long. A shallow leanto spans the length of the south side;
two circular metal mid-twentieth-century roof ventilators are mounted on the ridge. Thc main west wagon
door is an intcrior sliding vertical-board door. 9-pane stanchion windows line the center sections of the long
side walls at thc main level. Large double window openings line the lower, basement level along both sides.

At ground level against the northwest part of the building are the large circular concrete bases of the pair
of tall round silos which still stood here in the third quarter of the twentieth century. A small gable-roofed
vestibule projects onto a high rubble and concrete platform and ramp on the north side. Behind it to the east,
straddling the space between the old barn and a lower-roofed, mid-twentieth-century barn is a single-bay,
gable-roofed garage structure.

Barn intcrior. The interior of the barn is altcred at the basement story by mid-twenticth-century stuccoing,
the rcmoval of the cow stanchions, and the 1980s installation of box stalls for horses. Thec stalls, howevcr, line
the long sides of a broad center aisle in a configuration similar to the cow stable that formerly occupied the
~~ space. Whilc the east portion of the middle lcvel has stucco- and wall-board intcrior finish remaining from
the mid-twentieth ccntury, the west end of the barn appcars to rctain much of its early or original
arrangement. An overhead-mounted, vertical-board sliding door separates the two sections. Reading from
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION, cont.
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the west, in the spaces from the first through the fourth bent, the bays on cither side of the wood-floored
center drive aisle are divided into seven cnclosed storage- and tunctional spaces which scrved the operations
of a large dairy and cattlec farm. The cncloscd stairs descending to the bascment arc located in the southeast
corner. They turn south and west around a broad rectangular hay chute which extends from the loft aboveto
the bascment beclow. An open space just west of the chute has several mid-twentieth-century wooden bins
for grain or bedding aligned against its rear wall, bchind which is one of three large, square storage rooms
lincd entirely with twenticth-ccntury stucco. The other two of thesc storage rooms are located on the
opposite, north side of the centcr aisle. In a space between them, descending from the ceiling, is the tapercd
bottom scction of a large fecd hopper. The stud-framed, horizontal-boarded interior walls continue into the
loft level, where some of the enclosures have loft doors facing the drive aisle. Access to the upper level is
provided by fixed board ladders with archcd-shaped cut outs, rather than rungs.

The symmetrical thrce-bay, center-aisle, post-and-bcam structure of this barn is visible at the loft level. The
building is seven bents long, with sawn posts and tie-bcams approximately 9" square. The roof system consists
of common rafters approximatcly 5" squarc, with upper ends tapered into a five-sided ridge beam. Ineach
bent, a single tic beam, supported at each outer edge of the center aisle by a post, spans from plate to plate.
As in several of Sterling’s latc-ninctcenth-century barns, a brace rises at an angle from the beam just above
the post to connect with a heavy purlin which runs the length of the roof along the inside faces of the rafters.
A shorter strut rises at an opposite angle from the outer part of the tic beam to support the main bracc.
Opchn joist pockets on all the tie bcams indicate that they once supported a floored upper loft over the center
aisle. The intcrior upper portions of the side walls arc partially visible, revealing stud framing with diagonal
braccs, and horizontal sheathing. No pegs arc visible at the junctures of the main timbers, which are secured
instead by what appear to be short pieces of wood acting as shims.

Small cow barn, late 19th C. (#517)

The county atlas of 1898 refers to a second, smallcr barn standing on the property, measuring 25 x 36 feet.
This is apparently the building, now attachcd. Mounted slightly higher against the hillside, it stands
perpendicular and a few fect to the southwest of the main barn. Since the mid-twentieth century it has been
linked to the main barn by a narrow full-hcight, gable-roofed west extension and a short passage abutting the
west portion of the south wall of thc main barn. In the center of the north wall of the cxtension are a pair
of double-lcaf vertical-board doors, and a pair of double-lcaf loft doors above them.

This building, which may have been the “bull pen” asscssed to Lester Sawyer in the 1950s, has been converted
to a horsc barn with large box stalls on the main levcl, and its foundation largely replaced with concrete block.
(It may in fact have been moved from another location onto a ncw foundation in the twentieth century). Ten
metal stanchions, however, remain in the basement. While later stucco, board finishes, and casings obscure
the frame, gaps in some of the casings rcveal that diagonal braces are pegged into the posts, indicating a likely
construction date before 1900.

Sawyer dairy barn. 1940s (#518)

In the 1940s Lester Sawyer built a three-level rear addition to the latc-ninetcenth-century Roper cow barn.
This later scction is approximatcly sixty fect long, with a roof ridge parallel to, and scveral feet lower than
that of the older barn. Its roof is picrced by two mid-twentieth-century aluminum ventilators. The west end
wall abutting a short one-story passage to the older barn is constructed of brick. Like its companion, the
former cow stablc at the basement level here has been replaced with two rows of box stalls flanking a center
aisle. The middle level has been finished with mid-twentieth-century wall board, but the building’s structure
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION, cont.

is exposed at the loft level under the roof. Portions have been replaced and reinforced, but all the roof
structure appcars to be of twentieth-century dimensioned lumber, including approximately 3 x 8" rafters, with
a pair of short vertical 2 x 4’s rising from the main tie bcam at platc level to a purlin consisting of four 2 x
10’s, which in turn supports a second, narrower tic bcam midway up the rafters. The truss is completed by
a ccntral composite 2 x 4" king post rising from the upper tic to the ridge, and another slightly offset below
it, descending to the lower tie beam. Three broad gabled dormers rise from each roof slope on this part of
the barn. The middle one on the north sidc, a wall dormer, has a double-leaf panel-and-glass loft door.
Abutting the building’s east end wall is a dctcriorating lcanto which houses a cleanout area, fittcd at the main
level with a trap door assembly for shoveling manure down to a holding area below.

Ice cream plant/flodge ca. 1945 (#515)

Northcast of the farmhouse, linked to the west end of the main cow barn by a gable-roofed, ecnclosed passage,
is a handsome, 1 1/2-story gambrel-roofed Colonial Revival building, about 25 by 45 fect, which housed Lester
Sawyer’s ice crcam plant in the basement, a reception room at the main level, and possibly lodging at the attic
level. Most of the interior was altcred by wall board and paneling in the third quarter of the twentieth
century. The large walk-in freezer for the ice cream plant, however, is still in place in the basement, and the
main story rctains sections of what appcar to be original brick and flagstone flooring, and a large rubble
fireplace in the cast portion of the rear north wall.

This building is constructed of rubble stone at the first story. The roof and the west gable are covered with

™ asbestos shingle, thc east gable with vinyl siding. Six gabled dormers, threc of them connected, break the
lower south roof slope. Since the early 1960s the cast gable end has been altered by the installation of large
sliding glass doors, and by the removal of an open porch with second-story, balustraded balcony. The west
end, howevecr, retains its frontage onto a small sunken courtyard faced with a low, curving rubble retaining
wall against the west hill. This elevation has a louvered lunette in the gable peak, four 6/6 windows at the
upper story, and two 8/8’s occupying reduced opcnings at the first story flanking a center entry with a pair of
mid-century pancl- and multi-light glass doors. A shed roof on square posts projects over the entry. Windows
along the south wall of the building include anothcr 8/8 in a reduccd opening, two narrow multi-light
cascments, and another panel-and-glass door--this one sheltered by a gabled hood supported on diagonal,
chamfered braces. At the southcast corncr of the building, a shed-roofed, rubble vestibule contains the entry
to thc bascment. A large window opening in its south wall is filled with glass blocks of 1940s vintage.

Sawyer cow barn, ca. 1940s (#522)
The northernmost building of the farmstead is a large two-level L-plan cow barn, which faces west toward a
broad cart path lcading to the north part of the farm. The path, which is partially lined with ficldstone walls,
and flanked with lines of maple trces beyond the barn, may in fact remain from the former line of Roper
Road. This barn stands on a concrete foundation, which houses a basement story that still contains remnants
of mctal stanchions. The roof ridges of both sections, running north/south on the west part, and east/west on
the northcast wing, are pierced by circular metal ventilators. A tall cylindrical silo stood adjacent to the
northwest corner of the building into the 1960s. The west facade of the barn has scveral screencd window
opcnings, some fittcd with 6- and 9-panc sash, positioncd low in the wall. Toward the north end, a broad
gabled wall dormer has a double loft door, cach half having a pair of long panels with an 8-panc window
abovc them. A walk-in panel-and-glass door with horizontal pancls is located at the extreme north cnd of this
facade. The south gable end of this section has a modern overhead garage door at the lower level, and a two-
A=\ part loft door with horizontal pancls and 8 glass pancs in the gablc. Other windows here and in the northeast
wing have 9 pancs.




INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property

Sterling Hy Crest Farm
Masschusctts Historical Commission 5 Roper Road
Massachusctts Archives Building
= 220 Morrisscy Boulevard Arca(s) Form No.
Boston, Massachusetts 02125 AF 512-525, 983-990

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION, cont.
The angle formed by the two sections of this building cncloses two sides of a sloping cow yard, and the caves
of the east and south slopes of the adjoining roofs project to form a three-foot deep overhang. A banked
ficldstone ramp supported on the east by a rubblc retaining wall riscs to a broad door opcning in the main
level of the south side of the east wing.

On the interior, the visible parts of this building’s structure include round metal posts down the center of the
bascment of the cast scction, supporting a bcam of quadrupled 2 x 10™s. The interior horizontal-board walls
at thc main level are faced with stucco.

Cattle and show barn ca. 1950s (#523)

The latcst barn of the farmstcad is a broad, gable-roofed, two-level building of mid-twentieth-century vintage,
apparcntly built to house a gathcring placc or show barn on the main level, and stalls or stanchions at the
bascment level, where there are enclosed stalls today. The main entry, with two high, wide sliding doors, is
centercd in a cross-gabled wall dormer on the west side. Stecl I-beams support the main floor, while the
upper part of the building has a timber-frame structure of nine bents creating a broad center space divided
from open sidc aisles or spaces by 8" squarc posts. The posts rise to a major purlin on each side of the roof.
The purlins in turn support diagonally-braced king-post collar trusses of dimensioned stock lumber. At the
north end of the interior is a finishcd inner wall with a high vertical board booth in its center that appears
to have becn an announcer’s or auctioncer’s booth. Over the booth a large painted sign rcads "Welcome to
Chianina East."

This building has two appendages--a rubble-walled four-bay equipment shed (#524) with a roof of uneven
pitch extending south from the south gable end, and a small clapboarded, gable-roofed shed extending east
from the southeast corner. The latter scction, possible used as a calf pen or birthing pen, now contains onc
large stall. Standing against the far north cnd of this barn is a tall mid-twenticth century cylindrical metal
Harvestore silo (#986), in the charactcristic dark bluc.

Shed early 20th C. (#521)

A clapboardcd shed standing uphill to the west of thc main cow barn, approximately twclve by fourteen feet,
with an asphalt-shingle gabled roof and a rubblc foundation, may be onc of the buildings constructed by
Marcellus Roper in the carly twenticth century--possibly the wagon housc mentioned on the tax records of
1930. It has a vertical-board, diagonally-braced door centercd in the west gable end. Three 9-panc windows
arc aligned along the south side.

Farm cottage, ca. 1948 (#520)

On the west side of the drive opposite the shed is a one-story, sidc-gabled clapboarded cottage with a one-bay
ellon each end. Referred to as a "pre-fab" house in mid-twentieth-century tax records, its facade faccs west,
away from the farmstead. It has an asbestos shingle roof and stands on a concrete foundation, with a rubble
and flagstone terrace across the front. The building has an off-center ridge chimney aligned with the main
cntry in the sccond of the four bays of its main facade. The door has becn replaced, and the windows now
have small 1/1 sash, but a door rcar southcast door is a glass-and-horizontal panel1940s typc.

Garage ca. 1940s (#525)

The casternmost building on the farmstcad is a one-story, gable-end clapboard garage located downhill east
=~ of the barns. The building is ncarly windowlcss, and stands on a rubble foundation. The west gable end has

a rccent vinyl-clad overhead pancled garage door, and a vertical-board hay door above it.
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION, cont.
Fire engine garage ca. 1948 (#519)
Just northwest of the farm house is a small L-plan garage on a concrete-block foundation, built by Lester
Sawyer to housc the farm’s fire engine. In the north gable end a garage openingis filled with three four-panel
doors with four lights across the top. The cast gablc end has an overhead pancl-and-glass garage door. Two
6/9 windows are located in the north cnd, and on the east wall.

Equipment shed ca. 1948 (#514)

Across the paved driveway east of the farmhouse is a large 6-bay, gable-roofed equipment shed, now fitted
with overhead pancl-and-glass scctional doors. The building has a concrete floor on a rubble base which
extends into a loading platform along the cast rear wall. The slope of the roof extends out from the wall to
create a five-foot, boxcd overhang on both the front and on the outer portions of the rear of the building to
cither side of a later shed dormer. Windows in the gable ends are 6/6 sash; a narrow exterior brick chimney
riscs up the north end. Steel I-beams resting on cylindrical metal posts support a longitudinal beam running
the length of the center of the building, above the garage bays. The garret area above the equipment/garage
bays contains a workshop and lounge area. Abutting the northwest corner of the building is a gas pump (#
983) of 1940s vintage, with a placard for Atlantic Fuel.

Windmill, ca. 1925 (#984)
Two utilitarian structures on the farmstcad represent rare survivals of a once common, yet nearly extinct type
of agricultural historic resource. A tall four-sided detcriorating wood-frame, clapboarded windmill with the
typical battcred walls on the lower section stands a short distance west of the farmhouse. A vertical-board,
==, walk-in door reinforced with diagonal braces is locatcd in the lower north side; a single tall, narrow window
with diagonal muntins is positioned in the upper part of each face of the structure. Three deteriorating
platforms and balustrades around the upper sections are still in place. Part of the metal pump shaft and wind
vane remain.

Water tank, latc 1920s (#985)

Listed as a "new" tower in 1930, the cylindrical raiscd wooden stave water tank which stands across the drive
justwest of the L-plan cow stable is also mountcd on a wood-frame, clapboarded structure with battered walls.
It, too, is in detcriorated condition, and its two upper platforms and their balustrades are broken and largely
missing. Thc lower balustradc rctains most of its square posts with ball finials. A glass-and-pancl door is
located under a hipped hood on the south side, and the upper part of cach wall has the same type of single,
diamond-paned window as the windmill.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE [x] see continuation sheet

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this area relates lo the historical development of the
community.

This farm, at various times in its history the largest in Sterling, was one of the five in the northwest part of
town establishcd around 1800 by a son of Ephraim and Michal Ropcer (see Form #110, 1 South Nelson Road)
on land near the Roper homestead farm. Like some other large agricultural properties in the vicinity, it
passed in orderly fashion, or nearly so, through several gencrations of the same family into the middle of the
twenticth century. Its first owner was Sylvester Roper (1762-1849), the ninth of ten sons, who married
Catherine Picrce (1771-1841) in 1804, the assumed construction date for the house. Like at lcast cight of his
brothers, as a youth Sylvester Roper scrved in the Revolution--with the Rutland Guards in 1779-80, and again

=~ in1781. According to thc family genealogy, he was "remarkable for his extensive and accurate knowledge of
the Bible, as well as for his conversational powers," and was known as "the life of every gathering, and the
dclight of old and young alike." (Ropcr, The Roper Book, 103).
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HISTORICAL NARRATIVE, cont.

The younger of Sylvester and Catherine’s two sons, Merrick Roper (b. 1808), who later moved to Sterling
Center (see Form #134, 12 Meetinghouse Road), established his own highly successful farm on land either
near or adjacent to his parents’ large acrcage. It was the older of the sons, Martin Roper (1805-1889), who
staycd on the home farm, and eventually camc into its ownership. Known as Capt. Roper (a rank probably
rcceived in the local military company), he married Persis Stanley in 1838, and probably worked the farm in
conjunction with his father for many years. The farm Martin Roper owned in the 1850s covered over 200
acres, and had the highest value of any agricultural property in Sterling save for Samuel Sawyer’s, which was
valued the same. Martin Roper’s livestock included ten cows and other cattle, and three pairs of oxen. While
he grew a variety of crops, he also maintained an active slaughterhouse; in 1850, he and his brother, Merrick,
ticd for the third highest slaughtcring income in town. (Furtherresearch will be required to explain thc names
of "J. Vose and W. Sawin" shown in relation to this property on the map of 1855, as Martin Roper is listed
as the owncr in both 1850 and 1857).

As had probably been the case in the previous generation, Martin and Persis’s eldest son, George Stanley
Roper (1839-1899), apparently grew up to work the farm in conjunction with his father. While it is known
that he accumulated a very large acrcage by the end of the 1890s, an understanding of the farm’s evolution
is somewhat clouded by a great discrepancy between the property ownership as shown in Sterling tax records
and in thc federal agricultural census. The 1870 census shows that then George Roper was the owner of the
farm--at 311 acres the second largest in Sterling. He also owned the largest cattle dairy herd (30 head), with
the highest livestock value in town, and was still carrying on a significant slaughtering operation. By contrast,
tax records for 1880 show a common arrangement in which he owned the livestock--four horses and oxen, and
22 cows and cattle--while his seventy-five-year-old father still owned the farm (listed as only 143 acres) and
buildings, including three barns and a workshop. The 1880 census, however, shows George as the owner of
a huge acreage (by far the largest in town)--nearly 600 acres, including 70 acres of tillage, 400 of pastureland,
meadow, and orchard, and 100 acres of woodland--as well as the second largest cattle herd in Sterling, with
about 50 head. The census also reveals that George Roper was one of the few Sterling farmers who raised
sheep. In the 1890s Mr. Roper was known throughout the region as both a breeder and dealer in livestock.
At the end of his life, while also continuing the dairy and orchard operations, he capitalized on the
picturcsque vicws over the countryside from Justice Hill and opened the farm as one of thc many small
summer resorts in the area.

Gcorge Roper dicd in 1899. Whilc the immediate fate of his property is somewhat unclear (the central part
of the farm may havc been held for a few years by neighbor Elijah Gould [see 175 Justice Hill Road]), by
1919 it had come into the poscssion of his son, Marcellus Roper (1869-1943). Marccllus, however, who
marricd Rosa Willard in 1901, was for many years a prominent music dealer in Worcester rather than a full-
time farmer. In 1898 he founded Marcellus Roper Co., which became the largest music store in Worcester.
Hc and his wife made their home there, and operated the Sterling farm primarily as a country retreat, placing
the property under a farm manager. In 1930, they had a herd of sixteen cows and cattlc, a bull, kept swine
in three pig houscs, and raised chickens as well.

In 1944, after Marcellus Roper’s death, the farm was finally sold out of the family, to Lester T. Sawyer of
Lcominster. Mr. Sawyer, originally of Athol, was the inventor of a type of decorative hair comb, and owned
thc Diadecm Plastics Company in Leominster. In the tradition of George Roper he refurbished the property
as another typc of stock farm. Ever conccrned about fire, in 1948-49 he had the 90-acre Hy Crest
Ponddammed, and connccticd it to a statc-of-the-art firc-fighting system on the farmstcad which included
underground pipcs, fire hydrants, and a private fire engine.

)



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property

Sterling Hy Crest Farm
Masschusetts Historical Commission 5 Roper Road
Massachusetts Archives Building
220 Morrissey Boulevard Arca(s) Form No.
Boston, Massachusetts 02125 AF 512-525, 983-990

-~

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE, cont.

Mr. Sawyer renamecd the property Hy Crest Farm, where he raised purebred Brown Swiss cattle, said to be
the oldest breed in the world, and maintained the largest herd of the typc in Worcester County (or worldwide,
according to some sources). At onc time he owned fourteen Brown Swiss bulls, nine of which were housed
on the farm. He leased out the rest, and established an innovative program of leasing out cows, as well.
Among the lessees of Brown Swiss herds in the 1950s were several Sterling dairy farmers, including Walter
Welch and Oscar Bodwell of 35 North Row Road, Joseph Listowich of 70 Taft Road, and Wilfred Favreau
of 95 Chace Hill Road. Mr. Sawycr opcrated a large dairy here for over fifteen years, delivering milk to
customers in the Fitchburg, Lcominster, and Clinton arca. The dairy also had its own ice cream plant on the
premises. In 1951, the Brown Swiss herd numbercd 310 cows, and the dairy was making daily dcliveries of
2100 quarts of milk. That year, one of the cows, "Antonick," established a record for milk production, putting
out 102.3 pounds of milk daily. At onc time, Mr. Sawyer had a Hy Crest branch opcration with 175 cows
in Cuba, which was confiscated by the Castro government.

After a period of conflict with the Internal Revenue Service, however, the 585-acre farm and its livestock were
sold off in 1961. The purchasers were partners Benjamin White of Grafton and Dino DiCarlo of Newton,
who establishcd what became New England’s largest beef-cattle brecding operation under the name of
"White’s Black Angus." By 1970 their company merged with or was purchascd by Hy-Crest Ranches, Inc., a
corporation which had been formed in 1968 by Benjamin Munroe, Jr. of Taunton. Mr. Munroe had begun
with a farm in Rochester, and in 1970 expandcd further by purchasing the Elmer Irving Farm in Bolton. the
corporation subsequently added hundreds of acres more extending into Lancaster and Hudson. In addition
to raising up to 600 head of Black Angus cattle, thc Whites/Hy-Crest opcrations also supplied other farms
with hay and corn silage, and had a sub-specialty in raising chinchillas. In 1969 the company’s cattle breeding
program reccived a prize for the best bull calf in the country, "Hy-Crest Pearlstone,” at the Chicago
International Livestock Exposition.

In 1984 Hy Crest Farm, still with about 585 acres, was purchased by thc CampoBasso family, who have raiscd
thoroughbred race horses on the property since that time.
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MHC# Parccl # Street Address Historic Name Date Style/type
512 14-30 5 Roper Road Sylvester Roper House ca. 1804 center-chimney Federal
513 " attached carriage housc  late 19th C. utilitarian
514 " cquipment shed ca. 1948 utilitarian
515 "o ice crcam plant/lodge ca. 1945 Colonial Revival
516 "o Roper cow barn ca. 1885 utilitarian
517 " small cow barn late-19th C. utilitarian
518 " Sawyer dairy barn 1940s utilitarian
522 "o Sawyer cow barn ca. 1940s utilitarian
523 "o cattle & show barn ca. 1950s utilitarian -~
7~ R
986 "o silo late-20th C. utilitarian i
524 " equipment shed mid-20th C. utilitarian
521 "o shed early 20th C. utilitarian
520 " farm cottage ca. 1948 Craftsman
525 " garage ca. 1940s utilitarian
519 o firc-cngine garage ca. 1948 utilitarian
983 . gaso