
Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes  
September 12, 2012 
 

TOWN OF STERLING 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

September 12, 2012 

 

MEETING: 
 
 
 

Chairman Sushchyk called the meeting to order at 6:31pm. Roll call 
established that Selectmen Paul Sushchyk, Ron Furmaniuk and Brian 
Patacchiola were all present.  
 

  
 VOTE: Selectman Paul Sushchyk made a motion enter Executive Session 
regarding Collective bargaining. Roll Call Vote. Chairman Sushchyk – Aye. 
Selectman Furmaniuk – Aye. Selectman Patacchiola – Aye. The public was 
asked to leave the room. 
 
The public meeting resumed at 7:02. 
 
Chairman Sushchyk declared that the Sterling Lancaster Television as the 
only official electronic copy of the meeting. 
 

Economic Development: 
o Ambassador Program 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o Industrial 
Development/Economic 
Development 

 
 

Jeff Donaldson spoke with the Board about establishing an Ambassador 
Program. The purpose of this program would be to reach out to existing 
businesses in Sterling to determine how the Town can better serve their 
needs. In so doing, the Town will be better able to encourage outside 
business to establish themselves in Sterling. This will Help the tax base as 
well as provide jobs. 
 
Susan Millet, Professor at Clark University, was on hand and has offered 
her students in the capacity as interns. They will work with the  Economic 
Development Committee to develop  a survey for area businesses.  At the 
end of their internship, the students will participate in a Capstone project. 
The Town will define the Capstone project and determine what shall be 
“delivered” as a result of the project. 
 
It is estimated by Professor Millet that 3 – 7 students will participate in this 
Ambassador Program as a Spring project. The students will conduct their 
research/survey and categorize the businesses. The Selectmen will 
designate a person to whom the students will report. Mr. Donaldson will 
begin working with Clark University and Professor Millett, with the 
intention of  developing the groundwork for  this project by the end of this 
Fall. 
 
 
Walter Sanders spoke on behalf of the Industrial Development Committee. 
He reported that the Industrial Development Committee has actively 
encouraged Industry within the Town of Sterling.  Their purview includes 
rezoning and assistance to Town Industry.  Mr. Sanders stated that the 
Industrial Committee  was established by Town Meeting in 1962 and has 5 
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School Update: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Review Draft List of Special Town 
Meeting Articles: 
 
 
 
 

members. He also stated that he believes that it would be advantageous to 
appoint a separate committee to  concentrate on the Commercial side of 
the Economic equation. 
 
The consensus of the Select Board was to create a separate Economic 
Development Committee to address the needs of the commercial and 
retail businesses and to work with the findings of the Interns from the 
Ambassador Program. 
 
It was discussed that while the Select Board can appoint members to a 
temporary Board or Committee, it is in the best interest of the Town to put 
this committee to a vote at a Town Meeting.   Mr. Donaldson has 
volunteered to draft an article for the Special Town Meeting which will 
give the Economic Development Committee a solid base and outline the 
expectations of the Committee. 
 
Lance Harris, from the School Board, reported to the Selectmen: 

 
o Superintendent Pandiscio intends to retire on December 15th.  The 

School Board has accepted his retirement in lieu of his resignation.  
o Currently, Anthony Gasparo is being considered as the  interim 

candidate for the Superintendent’s position.   
o It is the intention of the School Board to hire a new Business 

manager before the end of November.  
o There has been no resolution in regards to the reinstatement of 

Principal Morgan from the  Chocksett School. 
 
 
 

 
The Town Administrator presented the Board with a draft of the articles 
that have been requested  as “place holders” for the Special Town 
Meeting. Selectman Patacchiola stated that past practice has been to limit 
Special Town Meeting Articles to those that are urgent or strictly routine. 
The Board asked the Administrator to recommend which articles fit that 
criteria. At the next Selectmen’s meeting, the Board will then decide which 
articles are to  be included in the November Special Town Meeting. 
 

 
Solar P.I.L.O.T. for Wiles Rd. 
 

Harald Scheid, Terri Ackerman and Selectman Patacchiola have meet with 
the Solar Developer to discuss the general rates, the size of the project and 
the wattage anticipated. Mr. David Krupp represented CES, Com. Energy 
Solar. He reports that the Town has been co-operative and they plan to 
put the approval to the voters at the Special Town Meeting. Their goal for 
completion is by the end of the year. 
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Update of the Septic and Roof 
costs for the 1835 Town Hall: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vern Gaw represented the 1835 Town Hall.  
 
Septic: 
 

o The 1835 Town Hall must tie into the Fire Station septic 
o Place Site Construction has preliminarily determined that the 

nitrogen treatment system is not required because the system will 
accommodate  260 people, at any one time, without it. 

o Two pumps will be required. 
o An easement under Waushacum Street is required. 
o The estimated cost of an engineer and the installation is $54,600 

 Roof: 
 

o There is a problem with the existing roof. 
o The sub-structure will not support slate shingles and a snow load. 
o It is recommended that the roof first be re-enforced  by box steel 

beams 
The  Board and Mr. Gaw agreed that the septic project should proceed to 
the Special Town Meeting. However, since the roof is a large project, it 
was decided to include the roof repairs as part of the  large renovation 
article for the 1835 Twon Hall, at the Annual Town Meeting, in May. 

  
Town Administrator’s Update/ 
Old Business: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Business and Correspondence: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sterling saved $134,000.00 on health insurance this year.. 
 
The Regional Selectman’s Meeting will be held at the Holden Senior Center 
on October 3rd. 
 
A meeting regarding Chocksett Crossing is scheduled at the Police Station 
from 10:30 – 12:30 on September 25th. 
 
The Town Administrator attended a meeting about the Asian Longhorn 
beetle. They are reportedly existing in West Boylston but there is no 
evidence of them in Sterling at this time. 
 
VOTE:  One day liquor licenses were requested for The Eight Point 
Sportsman Club for  September 15th, October 21st  and October 27th, 2012. 
Selectman Furmaniuk made a motion that these requests be approved. 
Selectman Patacchiola 2nd. All in Favor. 
 
The following schedule was approved: 
Selectmen’s Meetings :  October 10, October 24, November 7, December 
5th and December 19th. 
A short meeting will also be held prior to the Special Town Meeting, 
November 7th,  at the school at 6:00. 
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Citizen Letter: 

The meeting Adjourned at 8:50 pm 
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