
 

 

 
Town of Sterling 

 Finance Committee Meeting Minutes 
May 4,  2020 

Butterick Building, Room 205 
 

 

Chairman Joe Sova called the meeting to order at 6:03 PM. There was a quorum for the meeting at 6:11 PM. 
 
In Attendance: 

Butterick Building - Joe Sova and Everett Heller 
Remote Connection - Todd Chapman and Mary Cliett 
 
Also in attendance in the Butterick Building were Town Administrator Ross Perry and Selectman John Kilcoyne. 
 
Approve Prior Meeting Minutes: 

A motion to approve minutes of the March 23, 2020 meeting was made by Mary Cliett and seconded by Todd 
Chapman. All were in favor and the motion carried. 
 
Mary Cliett made a motion to approve minutes of the April 13, 2020 meeting. Todd Chapman seconded. All in favor; 
motion carried. 
 
Mary Cliett made a motion to approve minutes of the April 22, 2020 meeting and Everett Heller seconded the motion. 
Unanimous vote. 
 
FY21 Budget Review: 

According to TA Perry, the budget information is changing almost daily due to the COVID-19 virus. At this time the 
total Omnibus Budget amounts to $24,420,569.00. Chairman Sova stated he would like a consensus on what the 
Finance Committee wants to do with the budget, with Todd Chapman noting his primary concern is an increase in the 
tax rate, wanting to keep an increase as low as possible. 
 
After a discussion, Everett Heller made a motion to take $300,000.00 out of Stabilization in order to lower the tax rate. 
Mary Cliett seconded the motion. All were in favor and the motion carried. 
 
Approve Warrant Articles: 
FY21 Town Operating Budget  - A motion that the Finance Committee report at Town Meeting on this article was 

made by Everett Heller and seconded by Mary Cliett. All in favor; motion carried. 
 
Join the Central Massachusetts Mosquito Control Project - Mary Cliett made a motion to recommend the Finance 

Committee not support this article at this time. Todd Chapman seconded the motion. Vote: Chapman - aye; Cliett - 
aye; Heller - aye; Sova - nay. Motion carried. 
 
Transfer Portion of 7 Sunset Drive for Purposes of Conveyance - Everett Heller made a motion that the Finance 

Committee defer to the Board of Selectmen on this article and Mary Cliett seconded the motion. All in favor, motion 
carried. 
 
Full-time Firefighter/Paramedic Positions - FinCom has this article on hold until after a discussion with Fire Chief 

Hurlbut. 
 
Amendment to Protective Bylaw - Earth Removal - no Finance Committee vote on this article. 

 
Community Preservation Act - After discussion by members, Todd Chapman made a motion that the Finance 

Committee not support the article this year. Mary Cliett seconded the motion. Unanimous vote. 
 
Reserve Fund Transfers, if necessary:  None 

 
Other Committee Business:  None 

  



 

 

 
Set Next Meeting Date: 

Chairman Sova scheduled the next meeting for Monday, May 18, 2020, at 6:00 PM in Room 205 of the Butterick 
Building. Remote participation will be available. 
 
Adjourn: 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Everett Heller and seconded by Mary Cliett. All were in favor and the 
meeting adjourned at 7:53 PM. 
 
NOTE: All votes were roll call votes. 

 
Minutes prepared by: Elaine Heller, FinCom Recording Secretary 


